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146 R. Plancherel

also the Molasse of the Swiss Plateau which reaches Mio-Pliocene age. It may therefore be deduced that
the emplacement of the allochthon and the main phase of folding are separate events, the former
generally given as Oligocene, the latter reaching the Mio-Pliocene.

It is suggested that gravitational tectonics were limited to the emplacement of the allochthon, and
that the later phase of folding, wrenching and thrusting was the result of a general underthrusting of the
Alpine Foreland (“Mio-Pliocene subduction™).

A rapid comparison on a wider scale (referring on the one hand to the Molasse, the Jura and the
Rhine graben, on the other hand to the Western Alps in general) suggests that this deformation might
well derive from a major “continental transform’ affecting Western Europe.
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