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Preliminary Rb-Sr Geochronology of the North Ladoga
Region, Soviet Karelia

by I. M. Gorokhov, E. S. Varshavskaya, E. P. Kutyavin
and S. B. Lobach-Zhuchenko

Institute of Precambrian Geology and Geochronology,
Academy of Science U.S.S.R., Leningrad, U.S.S.R.

ABSTRACT

Two main rock complexes of different age and structural position occur in North Ladoga Region,
the basement complex foiming dome-like tectonic blocks within geosyncline metasediments of Sorta-
vala and Ladoga subseries.

The minimum age of basement granite gneiss is equal to 2320 100 m.y. The age of regional
metamorphism of Ladoga phyllitic and biotite schists is 1885 ; 20 m.y. The emplacement of veins
and segregations of a younger plagiomicrocline granite in basement granite gneiss blocks and mig-
matization process proceeded contemporaneously with regional metamorphic event.

The age of the post-folding Tervus microcline granite is 1815 ± 30 m.y. Thus, the minimum time
gap between the formation of basement rocks and the emplacement of the post-folding granite is at
circa 500 m.y.

KPATKOE COÄKPVKAHME

K i-eo.ioririecKO.M crpoemin CcnepHoro IIpii/ia.iovKi.íi yiacTisyioT paaiiiHHbie no bod-
pacTy h cxpyKTypnoMy noJioMceHHK) .lOKeMópiíiic-Kiie nopoAtr. llopo.ti.i (¡n-HjaMeicra
oópaayioT Kynojioo6pa3Hbie Tei-n-omiHecKiie ú.iokii cpe.m reociiiiK.-iiiHa.ii.Hi.ix Merao-
i-aAOHHi.ix nopoA .iaAOHvCKoii ii copTana.ii.cKoii cepafi.

MiiHiiMa.ni.Hi.iii B03pacT rpamiTO-riieiicon iJiyH.iaMeHTa cocTau.iíieT 2320 ± 100mjih. jibt.
BoipacT periiOHa.ii.Horo M6TaMopcj>n3Ma (|jii.i.-iin-onii;uii,ix h öhothtobhx c.iannen .la.io/K-
cKoH cepiiii paBeH 1885 ± 20 m.ih. jipt. 0ópa30naHiie wviiji n o6oco6.ieuuii ii.-iamoMiiKpo-
K.1IIHOBOIO i'paHirra B rpaHiiTO-rnciicax cIiyHjaMeHTa n MiirMaTiiaaunii nopo;i, naaosíCCKoH

cepitii nporeKa.iii o.tHOBpeMenno c npoueccoM periiona.n.Horo Me*raM0pt()uaMa.
Bo3pacT iiocT-cK.ia.i'iaToi-o miikpok.iiihoroi-o rpamiTa íio.-iyocTpoua Tepisyc palien

1815 ± 30 M.iii. .ier. TaKiiM o6pasoM, MiiniiMan.Hbiii npoMe^-yroK îipeMeHii Meatfly o6pa3o-
uaHiieM nopo.i i|ivH.'taMeHTa n nHe;tpeiineM nocT-CK.-ia.THaToi-o rpaniiTa coc-TaB.iHeT oko.io
500 M.'III .ICT.

Geologic Setting

The problems of time, place and sequence of metamorphic events in the geosyncline
zones are being paid special attention. In this aspect the results of geochronological
investigation of North Ladoga Region, Soviet Karelia, appear to be of some interest.

This specially studied region, being a part of the East-Finland zone of Karelides
(Kratz, 1963; Kharitonov, 1966), is composed of the Precambrian rocks of different
age and structural position (Fig. 1).

The basement granite gneiss is exposed in the central parts of oval anticlines,
widely known as "granite domes of North Ladoga".
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OGranite gneiss basement blocks

ISortavala and Ladoga metasedimentary subseries
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Fig. 1. Generalized sketch-map of the geology of the North Ladoga Region, Soviet Karelia, showing
sample locations. Isogrades are drawn after D. A. Velikoslavinsky (personal communication).

There are two alternative hypotheses of their origin. According to Tornebohm
(1891) the eroded surface of basement rocks was overlain by supracrustal rocks in a
normal stratigraphie sequence. Later this surface was folded together with overlying
rocks.

Other hypotheses imply that granite gneisses intruded into the supracrustal rocks.
Different authors suppose different mode of their emplacement. Eskola (1949)
supposed the granite gneiss domes to be the result of diapir intrusion of granitized and
mobilized masses of Archean basement into the covering rocks, while Sudovikov
(1954) believed that rigid blocks of Archean basement were tectonically forced into
the overlying Karelian rocks.

The cover consists of two subseries : Sortavala and Ladoga which form the normal
stratigraphie sequence. The lower, Sortavala subseries consists of amphibolite-
metavolcanics with lenses and beds of carbonate rocks. The overlying Ladoga sub-
series represents a metamorphosed terrigenous flysch. In addition to the supracrustal
rocks there are many basic intrusives of early stages of the mobile belt development
and many younger plutonic rocks, connected with ultrametamorphism.
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Progressive studies of metamorphic and ultrametamorphic transformations of
Karelian rocks in this area made it possible to show the existence of metamorphic
zoning. Sudovikov (1954) and some other authors distinguish in this area green
schist, epidote-amphibolite, amphibolite and granulite facies units. The grade of
metamorphism increases from north-east to south-west, and isogrades are drawn
parallel to the ultrametamorphic boundary.

As it appears from geological observations the metamorphic zoning has no direct
relation to the subsidence of the basement during sedimentation. It may be suggested
that the deep-seated tectonic movements were the main geological cause of
metamorphism. These movements appeared to be more intensive in the south of the area,
where the rocks belonged to high-grade metamorphic facies.

The general course of development of North Ladoga geosyncline zone was
revealed after the studies by Sudovikov (1954), Glebovitsky (1969), Petrov and
Belyaev (1968) and Saranchina (1968). Nevertheless, there remained some unsolved
problems concerning the evolution of metamorphic processes in space and time, such

as: the duration of the regional metamorphic cycle, the time correlation of
metamorphic processes in different zones, and the positions of migmatization and granitiza-
tion processes in the general sequence of metamorphic events.

In addition to geological interpretations an attempt has been made to reveal the
geological history of the North Ladoga Region by Rb-Sr whole rock method.

Analytical methods

Rubidium and strontium concentrations were determined by stable isotope
dilution using enriched Rb87 and Sr84 spikes. A 20 cm, 60°-sector mass spectrometer
MI 1305 and 30 cm, 90-sector mass spectrometer MI 1311 were used for isotope
measurements. Thermal ionization method was employed with one-filament ion
source for rubidium and multi-filament ion source for strontium. The samples were
loaded on the tungsten filaments. The ion current was registered by d.c. amplifier and
digital voltmeter EZPV-3.

Ratios Sr87/Sr86 for the samples were calculated from the mixtures of sample and
spike Sr. Instrumental discrimination for each experiment could be determined after
Long (1966), and all isotope ratios of strontium were normalized to a Sr86/Sr88 value
of 0.1194. Calculated isotope ratios of Sr87/Sr86 are quoted relative to an arbitrary
value of 0.7080 for the Sr87/Sr86 ratio in the interlaboratory Eimer and Amend
SrC03. The mean normalized Sr87/Sr86 ratio for this standard during this work was
0.7089.

The decay constant used in the age calculations is equal to 1.39 • 10 nyX. Errors
quoted in ages and initial ratios are one standard deviation.

The precision of age determinations was verified by analyses of standard samples
of muscovite P-207 and biotite Bern 4B. The results are given in the Table 1. The
measured contents of rubidium and radiogenic strontium and calculated age value
differ from the average results of the summaries of Lanphere and Dalrymple (1967)
and Jäger and others (1963) within only plus/minus one per cent.

ECLOGAE GEOL. HELV. 63. 1 - 1970
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Table 1. Rb-Sr measurements on interlaboratory standard minerais.

Minerai Rb87 Sr8-r Sr86 Sr87 Rb-Sr
age

ppm ppm ppm Sr86 m.y.

Muscovite
P-207

Mean

Biotite
Bern 4B

Mean

228.1
229.5
228.4
229.2
231.2

0.2805
0.2779

0.8169
0.8277

1.0454
1.0378

229.3

168.5

168.8
166.9

168.0

0.2792 0.8223 1.0416 87.6

Results

The results of the Rb and Sr analyses are listed in Table 2, and their brief discussion
is given below.

Determinations were made on the basement granite gneiss of the Kokkoselka
block. Its gneissic structure, banding and lineation are due to intensive thermal and

dynamic metamorphism during the folding of the cover.
As it may be seen in Figure 2, there is a scatter of the points relative to the best

fitting line. Besides, it is clear that the slope of the line is controlled in fact by the

sf"/s,

BASEMENT GRANITE GNEISS
THE KOKKOSELKA BLOCK

43 -L

AGE 2320 i 100 M Y

(Sr'y/Sr86). a 0 7058 i 0 0017

O 05 10 15 20 25 RtP/St^

Fig. 2. Isochron plot for basement granite gneiss, the Kokkoselka block.
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position of sample 43-L point with the highest Rb/Sr ratio. Therefore the calculated

age of 2320 m.y. must be considered as minimum one. New analyses on granite gneiss
samples of the same block which are in progress will give a possibility to arrive at

more definite conclusions.

SrTsr"**

0 850

25-L, /
0800 - •/

0 750 •/*
M PHYLLITIC SCHIST

FINE-GRAINED BIOTITE SCHIST

• NORTH ZONE
A SOUTH-EAST ZONE

0 12 3 4 5 6 Rb^Sr86

Fig. 3. Isochron plot for schists (epidote-amphibolite facies and staurolite-andalusite subfacies zones).

Sr^/Sr6

GNEISS
(CORDIERITE -ALMANDINE-ORTHOCLASE
SUBFACIES)

AGE 2005 ± 65 M Y

(Sre5Sr"\ 0 7029 1 0 0004

0 02 04 06 08 Rb'^Sr86

Fig. 4. Isochron plot for gneiss from the ultrametamorphic zone (cordierite-almandine-orthoclase
subfacies).
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The results of determination on phyllitic schists from the epidote-amphibolite
facies zone and on biotite schists from the staurolite-andalusite subfacies zone of
Ladoga subseries are plotted in Figure 3. Squares represent phyllitic schists, dots -
fine-grained biotite schists from the north zone, and triangles - fine-grained biotite
schists from the south-east zone, where the metamorphic grade is higher. The point
corresponding to the sample 25-L is out of whole succession, and it was not taken into
account in calculating isochrons. It is seen from Table 3 that the ages of the rocks of
all these groups are of nonsignificant difference. The generalized isochron corresponds
to the age of 1885 ± 20 m.y., and the initial ratio equals 0.7066 ± 0.0010.

The results of determination on gneiss from the ultrametamorphic zone (cordierite-
almandine-orthoclase subfacies) of Ladoga subseries are plotted in Figure 4. The
resulting isochron corresponds to the age of 2005 ± 65 m.y. with comparatively low
intercept of 0.7029 ± 0.0004. In spite of good fitting of the sample points to the
isochron it should be mentioned that due to the low Rb/Sr ratios the slope of the
isochron is very sensitive to slightest changes of the Sr87/Sr8(i ratios. Therefore future
determinations which are in progress may change the estimated age (possibly, up to
about hundred million years), while the initial ratio would not change significantly.

An attempt was made to evaluate the age of migmatization in the region. For this

purpose isotope determinations have been made on leucocratic and melanocratic
parts of one migmatite sample separately. The results are plotted in Figure 5.

Supposing the isotope composition of strontium in both parts of migmatite at the
time of migmatization being the same, one can calculate the isochron age of 1815

m.y. and the intercept at 0.7057. We believe that such an approach will enable to
distinguish migmatites, which originated metasomatically, from those, which originated

by selective melting.

Sr-%

0 730
MIGMATITE

0 725

0 720

AGE 1815 MY
(Sr^Sr86). : 0 7057

02 0 4 0 6 0 8 10 RtF/St"

Fig. 5. Isochron plot for migmatite.
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s/7s."
1000

PLAGIOMICROCUNE GRANITE VEINS
IN BASEMENT GRANITE GNEISS,
THE IMPILAHTI BLOCK

AGE 1865 ± 25 M Y

(Sr'T'Si86),, 0 7068 ±00027

0 2 4 6 8 10 Rb'jV6

Fig. 6. Isochron plot for the younger plagiomicrocline granite from the Impilanti block.

Sr^/Sr1»

TERVUS MICROCLINE GRANITE

AGE 1815 1 30 M.Y.

(Sr^Sr86)- 0 7043 t 0.0015

6 Rb^/Sr"

Fig. 7. Isochron plot for the post-folding microcline granite, Tervus peninsula.

Isochron for the younger plagiomicrocline leucocratic granite from the Impilatiti
block (Fig.6) shows the age of 1865 ± 25 m.y., the initial ratio being0.7068 ± 0.0027.
This granite intruded basement granite gneiss, basic dyke rocks and intersected their
superimposed structures. It forms segregations and veins situated along shearing
zones.

Microcline granite of the Tervus peninsula is post-folding. The calculated age of
this granite is 1815 ± 30 m.y. with initial ratio of 0.7043 ± 0.0015 (Fig.7).
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AU the geochronological data are listed in Table 3.

The basement granite gneiss has the minimum age of 2320 A 100 m.y.
The age values of phyllitic and biotite schists appear to correspond to a certain

time in the metamorphic history of these rocks. Up to this time intervals of migration
of rubidium and strontium apparently exceeded the dimensions of the samples. It is

not quite clear, whether the calculated values for schists correspond to the culmination
of the metamorphic event or to close approach to its end, when the mobility of
rubidium and strontium decreased. In any case, available results show that the

appearance of the metamorphic zoning, the migmatization and the emplacement of
the plagiomicrocline granite occured simultaneously within the experimental errors.
The value of about two billion years for the gneiss of the ultrametamorphic zone does

not get any satisfactory explanation as yet. Possibly it is due to the analytical
uncertainty.

Table 3. Geochronological data of North Ladoga rocks.

Rock Rb-Sr SP

age

m.y.
Sr8K

Microcline granite. Tervus peninsula 1815 f; 30 0.7043 0.0015
Plagiomicrocline granite veins and segregations in

basement granite gneiss, the Impilatiti block 1865 25 0.7068 0.0027
Migmatite 1815 0.7057
Phyllitic schist (epidote-amphibolite facies) 1915 : 40 0.7060 | 0.0018
Fine-grained biotite schist (staurolite-andalusite subfacies)

North zone 1855 ± 50 0.7076 ± 0.0023
South-east zone 1880 - 35 0.7062 ± 0.0016

All schists 1885 ± 20 0.7066 ± 0.0010
Gneiss (cordierite-almandine-orthoclase subfacies) 2005 ± 65 0.7029 b 0.0004
Basement granite gneiss, the Kokkoselka block 2320 ± 100 0.7058 ± 0.0017

The average initial ratio of 0.7066 — 0.0010, calculated for the schists, makes it
possible to evaluate the time gap between the sedimentation and metamorphic event.
The studies carried out at our Institute by S. B. Lobach-Zhuchenko showed that
metamorphism in zones of epidote-amphibolite facies and staurolite-andalusite
subfacies had proceeded isochemically. One can suppose the extreme case when the age
of the source rocks was equal to zero and the initial ratio was as low as 0.703. The
supposition had to lead to the maximum gap of about one hundred million years
between the sedimentation and the moment of metamorphic event dated by our
determinations.

Thus, all available data concerning the North Ladoga Region allow to estimate
the time gap between the formation of basement rocks and the emplacement of post-
folding granite. This time gap appears to be of about 500 m.y.
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