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468 Urs Gasser und Walter Nabholz

the five main glaciers, which covered the Swiss ‘Mittelland’ in Pleistocene times (glacier of the
Rhone, the Aar, the Reuss, the Linth and the Rhine river). All results obtained are listed in table 1
and - in sake of better understanding - plotted on several diagrams and on 10 maps (Plates I and II,
Fig. 1 and 2).

The investigations led to the following astonishing conclusions: The psammitic detritus from the
Pleistocene glaciers of the Swiss ‘Mittelland” does not originate from alpine regions. It is nearly
entirely reworked material from the Molassic basement. This fact proves the intensive erosion of
these Pleistocene glaciers, even in their lower, little inclined part of the Swiss ‘Mittelland’. The
Pleistocene sands reflect the sedimentary petrography of the immediately underlying Molassic sands.
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