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Essai sur l'évolution tectonique des Préalpes médianes

du Chablais1)

Par Héli Radoux et Charles-Henri Mercanton (Lausanne)

Avec 13 figures de texte et 3 planches (I-III)
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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

In the present essay, the authors have tried to reconstitute the tectonic evolution of the
Préalpes médianes of the Chablais (France) and to elucidate the relations between paleotectonics and
the actual folds of the region.

The nappe of the Préalpes médianes, thrusted over the molassic bassin, shows great
lithological variations both laterally and vertically. These result from the various deformations of the
basin where the beds were deposited. The mouvements of the sea floor can be traced from Trias to
Eocene as shown by a series of paleogeographie established for each of the stages. The latter
enable the reader to get a fair idea of the tectonic history of the Chablais. The deformations of the
basin were quite strong as shown on plate II. They are the result of vertical movements.

Generally the paleofolds are much broader than the actual narrow anticlines and synclines
of the Chablais. Our inquiry has shown that, but in one case, there are no direct relations between
the two. The connection is established through the lithological sequence, which in turn results
from the paleotectonics.

In the course of our investigations several interesting points related to the shortening due to
folding, to the mechanism of nappes moved by gravity, were encountered and discussed.
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