
Zeitschrift: Annual report / International Committee of the Red Cross

Herausgeber: International Committee of the Red Cross

Band: - (1997)

Rubrik: Legal bases

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 22.11.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


LEGAL BASES

The work of the ICRC is based upon the Geneva Conventions and their
Additional Protocols, the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red

Crescent Movement, and the resolutions of International Conferences of the

Red Cross and Red Crescent.

It was at the prompting of the ICRC that governments adopted the initial
Geneva Convention in 1864. In the years since, the ICRC, with the support of the

entire Movement, has put constant pressure on governments to adapt international

humanitarian law to changing circumstances, especially developments in
methods and means of warfare, in order to provide more effective protection and

assistance for the victims of armed conflicts.

Today almost all States are bound by the four Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949, which, in times of armed conflict, protect wounded, sick and

shipwrecked members of the armed forces, prisoners of war and civilians.

Moreover, two Protocols additional to these Conventions were adopted in

June 1977. Protocol I protects the victims of international armed conflicts, while
Protocol II protects the victims of non-international armed conflicts; in particular,

these Additional Protocols have codified the rules which protect the civilian

population against the effects of hostilities. Almost two-thirds of all States are

now bound by the Protocols.
The legal bases of any action undertaken by the ICRC may be summed up as

follows:
In the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Additional Protocol I, the
international community gave the ICRC a mandate in the event of international
armed conflict. In particular, the ICRC has the right to visit prisoners of war
and civilian internees. The Conventions also confer on the ICRC a broad right
of initiative.
In situations of armed conflict which are not international in character, the

ICRC also has a right of initiative recognized by the States and enshrined in

the four Geneva Conventions.
In the event of internal disturbances and tension, and in any other situation
which warrants humanitarian action, the ICRC has a right of humanitarian
initiative which is recognized in the Statutes of the International Red Cross and

Red Crescent Movement and allows it to offer its services to a government
without that offer constituting interference in the internal affairs of the State

concerned.
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