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FOREWORD

T/zz's Report Ze//s o/zbe intense activity o/Z/ze /CRC on n///ive
continente z/uring /975.

We bave iriez/ Zo zwzzfe z'Z /z've/y, interesting anz/ easy to rend
wbi/e in no way z/etracZing /rom zbe accuracy o/ Z/ze accounts
it cozzZazzz.v.

(Fe bope Z/zaZ zbese pages wz'// convince our reaz/ers o/ Z/ze

importance o/ our activities, o/ f/ze e*ce//ence o/ zbe resu/Zs
obZainez/ in so zna/zy cases, o/z/ie scope a/zz/ z/iverst'Zy o/ozzc worh,
zbe z/z/7z'cu/zies we bave encouzzZerez/, Z/ze zzrgezzcy wizb wbz'cb we
/zave Zo ZaAre our z/eczszozi.s anz/ Z/ze fespoziszbz/z'Zzes Z/zaZ ozzr
institution a/zz/ its z/e/egazes /zave Zo //ear.

We /zave Zo be constanz/y on ozzr Zoes anz/ in z/ze year unz/er
review con//z'cZs a/zz/ po/z'Zz'ca/ Ze/zsz'o/z /zave noZ been /acbing.
Sometimes z/ze /CRC is accusez/ o/ s/zrouz/ing z'Zs activities z'n

/nyszery, buz z'Zs z/zscreZz'o/z z's z'/z Z/ze interest o/vz'cZz'//zs. Tb« Report
s/zozz/z/ saZz's/y anyo/ze w/zo wishes Zo /zave a/z overa// z'z/ea o/w/zaZ
our acZz'vz'Zz'es invo/ve.

*
* *

Every con/7z'cZ/o//owez/ by a //ooz/ o/re/ugees mahes greaz
z/enzanz/s o/our Ce/zZra/ Tracing Agency. T/zz's z/eparZ/nenZ o/z/ze
/CRCp/ays an essentia/ ro/e w/zerever z/zere are re/zzgees, z/zspersez/
/a/nz'/z'es, /nessages Zo be z/e/z'verez/ or missing persons Zo be/ounz/.
/z bas a carz/ inz/ejt containing 50 nzzY/zon entries w/zic/z bear witness
Zo nzore z/zan a ce/zZu/y o/ activity.

We are z/oing nzore anz/ nzore Zo /ze/p po/z'Zz'ca/ z/eZaz'nees; buZ

as ozzr ejcperz'ence z'/z this secZor grows, so z/o Z/ze z/z/Jzcu/zz'es.

Gover/znze/zZs z/o /zoZ a/ways provz'z/e zzs with z/ze/acz'/z'Zz'es Z/zaZ we
are enZz'Z/ez/ Zo expect z/ we are Zo worb e/jfecz/ve/y. /VoneZ/ze/ess,
zbe reszz/zs obzaz'/zez/ encourage zzs Zo co/zZz'/zz/e even z/we connoz be
o/z /zanz/ w/zerever z/zere are po/z'Zz'ca/ prisoners. T/ze /z'vz'ng conz/i-
Zz'o/zs o/ Z/zose Z/zaZ we z/o see /rezpzenz/y improve once we bave
/zazzz/ez/ our reports Zo Z/ze z/eZoz'nz'ng authorities w/zo Za/ce noZe o/
ozzr coninzenzs.

Tbe /CRC nzeZ/zoz/z'ca//y tries Zo z/raw c/oser Zo zbe /VaZz'ona/
Societies anz/ Zo unz/ersZanz/ Z/zez'r prob/enzs. T/zrougb Zbese

5ocz'eZz'es, z'Z z's ab/e Zo z/z'ssenzz'naZe Zbe prz'nczp/es o/ humanitarian
/aw anz/ Zbe Geneva Conve/zZz'o/zs. T/zz's z's essentia/, /or z/ Zbese

prz'nczp/es are noZ nzaz/e bnown Zbrougb scboo/s, universities a/zz/

arnzz'es, Zbe Rez/ Cross message wz'// go no /urZ/zer zban Zbe /z'mbo o/
governmenZ archives.

Tbe z/eve/opmenZ o/ humanitarian /aw z's one o/ our prime
concerns. Our high /zopes /or zbe Zbz'rz/ session o/ Zbe Dzp/o/naZz'c
Con/erence wb/c/z z's Zo examine zbe RroZoco/s az/z/z'Zz'ona/ Zo Z/ze

7949 Conventions are y'usZz/z'ez/ by Z/ze resu/Zs obZaz'nez/ /asZ year.
/n z'Zs worb, zbe /CRC bas Zo cou/zZ o/z Z/ze mora/ anz/ maZen'a/

support o/ zbe z'nzer/zaZi'o/za/ community, governmenZs anz/ Zbe

Rez/ Cross SoczeZzes. /Iny new acZz'vz'Zy raises /z/iancüz/ prob/ems
anz/, unz// zbey bave been so/vez/, unZz'/ zbe buz/gez bas been coverez/,
Z/ze acZz'vz'Zy bangs in zbe ba/ance or cannoz z/eve/op as z'Z s/zou/z/.
We /zope Z/zaZ current/unz/-raising wz'// be/avourab/y recez'vez/ so
Z/zaZ our acZz'vz'Zz'es may continue.

/In important survey appearez/ /asZ year z/evoZez/ Zo zbe

position o/ Zbe Rez/ Cross in Zbe wor/z/, z'Zs organisation, z'Zs

z'n/Zuence anz/ z'Zs /uZure. Tbe Rez/ Cross /novemenz submz'ZZez/
wz'Z/zouZ reservation Zo a Z/zorougb examz'naZz'o/z o/ z'Zs mezboz/s,
Zbis Zasb being enZrusZez/ Zo Dona/z/ Tans/ey, a Canaz/z'an. //is
Report tabes Zbe /orm o/ an "agenz/a" which bas been submz'ZZez/

Zo Zbe /nZernaZiona/ Rez/ Cross /or z'Zs consiz/eraZion, appreciazion
anz/ z/iscussion. // Zbis z/ocumenZ is Zo serve any purpose, z'Z mzzsZ

engenz/er awareness o/ Z/ze ro/e o/ Zbe Rez/ Cross in zbe moz/ern
ivor/z/.

/Z is currenz/y being sZuz/z'ez/ by Zbe /CRC, Zbe League o/
Rez/ Cross Societies anz/ Zbe /VaZz'ona/ Societies anz/ z'Z wz'// be zbe

sub/ecZ o/genera/ z/iscussion aZ Zbe next /nZernaZiona/ Rez/ Cross
Con/erence wb/c/z wz'// be be/z/ in Bucharest in 7977.

We are z/uize sure ZbaZ once you bave reaz/ zbis .Annua/ Report,
you wz'// beZZer unz/ersZanz/ anz/ appreciaZe Zbe essenzia/ ro/e anz/
specz/ic acZz'vz'Zz'es o/ Zbe /CRC.

Eric Martin
President of the ICRC

3



•

-





I. OPERATIONS

AFRICA

Angola
On 31 January 1975, a quadripartite transitional govern-

ment was set up in Luanda pending the accession of Angola to
independence on 11 November. It comprised representatives of
Portugal and of the three liberation movements which had
previously been fighting the Portuguese, i.e. the MELA (People's
Movement for the Liberation of Angola), the E/VLA (Angolan
National Liberation Front) and the {//V/7A (National Union
for the Total Independence of Angola).

On 11 June 1975, an ICRC delegation was officially set up in
Luanda as a forerunner to the more substantial base which
was to follow.

In the meanwhile a new conflict flared up, no longer between
the liberation fighters and the Portuguese troops but between the
three national factions—the AJELA, the E1VLA and the LW/774.

Early assessments

On 20 May, two delegates and a doctor set to work in
Angola. They found that:

— the medical situation was deteriorating as most of the
Portuguese doctors had left the country;

— civilians, the main victims of the clashes, were in a permanent
state of flight to escape the combat areas;

— basic foodstuffs were becoming unobtainable in some parts
of the country owing to the paralysis of road transport ;

— combatants were being captured and imprisoned by all parties;
— the Europeans were taking fright and converging on the capital

from the provinces in order to be evacuated to Lisbon;
— Angolans who had taken refuge abroad (mainly in Zaire)

were beginning to return, thus creating even further needs.

The ICRC called in

This situation prompted the transitional Government to
ask the ICRC to help. All of the liberation movements, the
Portuguese representative and the Lisbon Government gave the
ICRC their full support and offered all necessary guarantees and
facilities to enable the delegates to move about and transport
supplies.

The ICRC delegation proposed an initial operational plan
involving a budget of 2 million Swiss francs. This plan—limited
in time and scope (3 months)—provided for three medico-
surgical teams, medical supplies and food supplies, the food being

mainly for the civilian victims in the greatest need; young
children, the sick, expectant mothers and the aged.

In accordance with the Conventions, the ICRC aimed at
obtaining the permission of all parties to visit prisoners. Its other
prime concerns were to ensure respect for the Red Cross emblem
and for hospitals and clinics.

Medical and surgical assistance

Several National Societies and governments, by providing
support in response to a fund-raising appeal launched on 1 July,
enabled the first medico-surgical team to leave Europe on 10 July
to set up base in Carmona (EAT.A zone)—renamed Uige after
independence.

On 12 July, this team split into two, the surgeon and the
anesthetist returning to Luanda to help the doctors and surgeons
of the Maria-Pia Hospital which had been overwhelmed by the
sudden influx of wounded. This team, which was of mixed
nationality, was later replaced by an all-Swiss team.

At the beginning of August, as fighting spread throughout
the country, two more medico-surgical teams left for Angola.
One, provided by the French Red Cross, set up base in Nova
Lisboa (which was to become Huambo) in the LW/TA zone. The
second, made available to the ICRC by the Danish Red Cross,
was posted to Dalatando, under MELA control. This Danish
team was later relieved by a Swedish team.

Now that the ICRC had moved into the three zones
controlled by the three opposing movements, each of which
placed their confidence in it, its medical and surgical work was
more evenly distributed. The teams spread out from their bases,
and one surgeon and a nurse from Huambo set up at Vouga,
near Silva Porto.

The doctors and surgeons did not concentrate their efforts
solely on caring for the war wounded. There were many public
health problems to be dealt with also. In one district alone, the
Red Cross doctors diagnosed measles, malaria, sleeping sickness,
diarrhoea, various types of anaemia and malnutrition. In order to
combat these diseases, the ICRC doctors spent some of their time
moving around the bush, regularly visiting regional hospitals and
clinics and renewing their stocks of drugs and medical supplies.

Relief supplies

The ICRC was not idle when it came to supplying relief
foodstuffs but, on this occasion, this aspect of its work did not
attain the proportions that it had done in other conflicts.

Firstly, the unforeseeable and haphazard population flows
to the momentarily calmer areas made any precise assessment of
needs impossible. Secondly, there was not a disastrous food
shortage despite the temporary stoppage of agricultural produc-
tion and activities. The ICRC therefore made its priority the
relief of the people worst affected, as explained above.

On 12 June, the first relief supplies, 15 tons of milk
powder and 30,000 Swiss francs worth of medical supplies,
arrived in Luanda. By the end of the year, some sixty consign-
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