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FOREWORD

4mong //je many groups Z/jaZ Ws/Z our /jeac/guarZers, fery few,
whe/her Z/?ey come from Sw/7zer/and or /irom any oZ/jer parZ of Z/7e

wor/d, are aware of our raison d'être, of Zfre duZ/'es /a/'d upon us Ay

Z/?e Geneva Coni^enZ/ons, and of ZAe c//Vers/Zy and scope of our com-
m/'ZmenZ. 7o paraphrase /Wex/'s Carre/, one m/'ghZ say; « Le CICR, cet
inconnu ».

We hope ZhaZ Zhose who have Zh/'s reporZ /'n Zhe/'r hands w/7/ noZ he

conZenZ w/'Zh a cursory g/ance huZ w/// sZudy /'Z carefu//y and acgu/'re a

consc/ousness of a// ZhaZ //'es heh/'nd Zhe resZra/'nZ and dryness of Zhe

words; Zhe su/fer/'ngs, m/'sery and h/ood of f/'cZ/'ms; and Zhe ZoZa/, un-
spar/'ng ded/'caZ/'on of Zhose worA/'ng for Zhe /C/?C.

/Z /'s easy enough Zo cr/'Z/'c/'ze Zhe /C/?C hy po/'nZ/'ng Zo some /'nd/'-

f/'dua/ m/s/a/ces, huZ /'n a// fa/'rness one musZ cons/'der Zhe //Ves ZhaZ

hai/e heen sa fed, Zhe fam/7/'es reun/'Zed, Zhe messages exchanged and
Zhe w'c//'ms proidded w/'Zh re/Zef.

7"oday Zhe /C/?C can he sa/'d Zo ho/d a pr/V/'/eged p/ace /'n Zhe wor/d,
/'n re/aZ/on Zo go/ernmenZs and Zo Zhe L/n/'Zed /VaZ/'ons wh/'ch ZrusZ /'Z

for /'Zs /'mparZ/a//'Zy and exper/'ence. /Vo /'nZernaZ/'ona/ organ/'zaZ/'on /'s /'n

a pos/'Z/'on Zoday Zo Zh/'nA of ZaA/'ng /'Zs p/ace, and Zhe resu/Zs /'Z ach/'ei/ed
/'n 7974 were such as Zo con/7rm Zh/'s appra/'sa/ and sZrengZhen /'Zs

pos/'Z/'on.

4 few momenZs g/Ven Zo Zhe pages deah'ng w/'Zh Zhe /C/?C's acZ/'on

/'n Cyprus, for /'nsZance, w/'// maAe Zhe reader aware of Zhe mu/Z/'far/'ous
duZ/'es we were ca//ed upon Zo fu//?/, and enah/e h/'m Zo assess Zhe

e/fecZ/Veness of a reso/uZe group of/C/?C de/egaZes /'n a war s/'ZuaZ/'on.

One shou/d noZ de/ude onese/f, howe/er; Zhe ZasA ZhaZ //'es before

our /'nsZ/'ZuZ/'on /'s Zoday a d/'^7cu/Z one ow/'ng Zo a// Zhe obs/ac/es puZ
/'n /'Zs way by po//'Z/'cs. /Z ofZen has Zo wage a re/enZ/ess sZrugg/e Zo ensure
Zhe ungua//'/7ed or unresZr/'cZed app//'caZ/'on of Zhe Gene/a Com/en-
Z/'ons.



/n add/7/'on to //î/s arduous acZ/'on, conducted /'n cdance//er/'es and
/'n Zde f/e/d, Zde /CPC /jas a fur/der du/y: /'Z mus/ acgua/'nZ Zde wor/d
w/Y/j /'Zs n7/'ss/'on and ma/'n/a/'n c/ose contact w/7d A/aZ/'ona/ /?ed Cross
Soc/'eZ/'es. /n Zd/'s con/ex/, Zde re/adons wd/'cd Zde /C/?C Pres/'denZ and
die Pres/'denZ of Zde E/ecudVe Board ma/'nZa/'n w/'Zd /de A/aZ/'ona/ Soc/'-

edes are necessary. / daze on yar/'ous occas/'ons dad exper/'ence of /de
warm and deferenZ/'a/ we/come ex/ended /o /de Pres/den/ of /de /CPC
/n /de course of y/'s/7s /o Soc/'eZ/'es wd/'cd do Zde/'r u/mos/ /o ensure
/da/ /dose occas/'ons sda// de p/easan/ and fru/'Zfu/. fdere /'s noZd/'ng
/da/ can d/'spe/ a m/'sundersZand/'ng de//er /dan persona/ con/acZ and

an excdange of y/'ews marAed dy franAness.
Tde need /o expound /de m/'ss/'on and /de message of /de /CPC Zo

/de wor/d /s a// /de more w'/a/decause young A/aZ/'ona/ Soc/'eZ/'es daye Zo

de suppor/ed and encouraged, wd/'/e on /de o/der dand some o/der
Soc/'eZ/'es seeA a Zon/'c and reidZadz/'ng sZ/'mu/us /da/ w/// enad/e /dem
aga/'n /o spr/'ng /n/o y/'gorous ac//'on.

Tde f/rsZ sess/'on of /de D/p/oma//c Conference was de/d /'n 7974.

// was yes/ed w/'/d powers Zo rea/f?rm and deye/op Zde 7949 Geneya
Com/enZ/'ons Zdrougd /de adopZ/'on of /wo add/7/'ona/ Pro/oco/s. Tde

un/Versa//'/y of Zde a//endance was dear/en/'ng. Wd/'/e Zde Conference
cohered on/y a //'m/'/ed par/ of /'/s programme, /'/ never/de/ess payed
/de way for sudseguen/ sess/'ons a/ wd/'cd /7s /'mpor/anZ ZasA w///, as we
a// dope, de comp/e/ed.

4 w/'despread Anow/edge of duman/7ar/'an /aw and of Zde sad'enZ

fea/ures of /de Geneya ConyenZ/'ons mus/ de deye/oped a/ eyery /eye/,
a/ scdoo/, /'n Zde army and /'n Zde un/Vers/7y, and Zd/'s /'s no/ an easy
ma/Zer. Tde presence of /CPC de/ega/es and Zde worA Zdey perform
ZdrougdouZ Zde wor/d conZr/'duZe e/fecZ/Ve/y Zo Zde success, of ZdaZ

e/forZ.
Tde /CPC message mus/ de persuas/Ve and proc/a/'med uncompro-

m/'s/'ng/y. // mus/ rea/f/rm /Ae /'mpar//'a//7y and non-d/'scr/'m/'naZ/'on ZdaZ

goyern Zde a/'d rendered Zo a// y/'cZ/'ms. Some ded'eye ZdaZ Zde Ped Cross
sdou/d de /'mdued w/'Zd a new sp/'r/'Z. fd/'s /'s doudZ/ess /rue; du/ none
of Zde das/'c pr/'nc/p/es mus/ de ca//ed /'n guesZ/'on /es/ Zde wdo/e s/ruc-
Zure sdou/d co//apse.

We are useddy now Zo Zde noye/s/'gdZ of/n/ernaZ/ona/ Conferences
of Zde Ped Cross, a/Zended dy young Soc/'eZ/'es wd/'cd daye come.Zo
//'fe /'n new SZa/es. 7"de /CPC /'s consc/'ous of Zd/'s ZransformaZ/'on and
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we/comes /Y, /or /Y s/zows toa/ toe concep/ /'s marc/ztog a/zeac/. 77ze

/CBC /enc/s an a//en//Ve ear to toe new wor/c/, /bu/ /Y mus/ wa/c/z oyer
toe sources anrf prtoc/p/es of toe Bet/ Cross. By t/otog so // /be//'eyes

toa/ /Y /'s wor/c/ng /or peace, 77ze Bee/ Cross /bu/'/c/s a /br/'t/ge /be/ween

<//'/feren/ /c/eo/og/es, con/7/c/tog econon7/c systems ant/ coun/r/'es sY/7/

/bru/set/ /by war; /Y ca//s /or to'a/ogue ant/ see/ts to restore con/7</ence.
77ze fu/ure of toe to/erna//ona/ Con7n7/Ytoe of toe Bed Cross /'s

yery c/ear: w/zereyer toere are Wc//ms of con/7/cZ 'Y mus/ /be on toe scene.
// mus/ pursue /Ys ac//'on on ibe/za/f of po//Y/'ca/ t/e/atoees. ^rrnet/ w/to
/Ys r/'g/z/ of to/Y/'aZ/Ve, // /nus/ /be prepare// to assume respons/7z/7/Y/es

to Z/uman/Yar/'an ac//'on. 7"/7US /Y can //ope to /ze/p to /bu/7t/tog a wor/t/
to W/7/C/7 ///ere w/7/ //e grea/er y'us//'ce /because men w/'// seeA to unt/er-
s/anc/ one ano///er //e//er.

Eric Martin
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