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PREFACE

This report contains very concise information on the ICRC's
multiple activities in 1961. These activities have been most varied
in view of the most unexpected succession of situations encountered
throughout the world. In this connection, the existence of the
Geneva Conventions, and especially of their article 3, fortunately
enabled the International Committee to intervene deliberately and
to make use of its right of initiative. Each of the actions undertaken
in Algeria, Laos, Nepal, the Congo, in Indonesia and elsewhere,
had very different characteristics, but they were all carried out
in the same spirit, which was that of the Red Cross. On the eve of
the Centenary in 1963, it can be said that the Geneva institution
has continued to increase in vigour, authority and effectiveness,
for the past hundred years. Vires acquirit eundo. By advancing
it gains new strength.

Leopold BOISSIER
President
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