Zeitschrift: Annual report / International Committee of the Red Cross

Herausgeber: International Committee of the Red Cross
Band: - (1958)

Vorwort: Preface

Autor: Boissier, Léopold

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 05.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

PREFACE

In comparison with several previous years, 1958 was relatively calm
and not marked by dramatic and eventful upheavals such as, for instance,
the Hungarian rising and Suez conflict which laid so heavy a burden on
the International Committee towards the end of 1956. The year was not,
however, entirely peaceful and a number of events made it necessary for
the ICRC to take action. In Indonesia and Cuba, the Middle East and
North Africa the military and civilian victims of various conflicts required
assistance and the missions carried out by the delegates of the ICRC in
this connection enabled lives to be saved and suffering to be alleviated.

Other relief activities were undertaken, especially in behalf of political
detainees, and efforts were made to reunite dispersed families; the Central
Prisoners of War Agency and the International Tracing Service in Arolsen
continued their great work of replying to the hardly unabated flow of
requests for information and bringing many enquiries to a successful con-
clusion.

In the same manner the International Committee has continued its
work in the field of theory and doctrine with particular regard to the
development of humanitarian law of which for so many years it has been
one of the principal protagonists throughout the world.

This report gives an account of these vast and fruitful activities and
shows that — even in a reputedly uneventful year — the suffering caused
by conflicts of all descriptions has obliged the ICRC to take action repea-
tedly and that it has never ceased to be faced with heavy responsibilities.

Léopold Boissier

President,
International Committee

of the Red Cross
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