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Jenkins—Strebel differentials with poles

Jinsong Liu*

Abstract. Given any compact Riemann surface with finitely many punctures, we show that there
exists a unique Jenkins—Strebel differential on the Riemann surface with prescribed heights. In
addition, the differential has second order poles at the distinguished punctures with prescribed
leading coefficients. As a corollary, we obtain the solution of the moduli problem.

Mathematics Subject Classification (2000). 30F30, 30F60, 32G15.
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Introduction

The theory of quadratic differentials has long played a central role in the study of
Teichmiiller spaces. One aspect of quadratic differentials is their geometric properties.

At present, Jenkins—Strebel differentials (quadratic differentials with closed tra-
jectories) turn out to be useful. For example, the solutions of a large variety of
function theoretic extremal problems on Riemann surfaces can be described by these
differentials. See e.g. [12], [30], [31].

In particular, Jenkins—Strebel differentials with second order poles are also of
interest. They show up in the Penner—Strebel triangulation of the moduli space,
which is important in computing its homology. String theorists care about these
cases too.

With respect to Jenkins—Strebel differentials with second order poles, character-
istic punctured disks take the place of annuli around the distinguished punctures.
There are several types of existence theorems for these differentials. For example,
one can prescribe the lengths of the circumferences of the annuli, their heights or
the moduli of the annuli. For punctured disks, one can prescribe reduced moduli or
circumferences.

K. Strebel [28], [31] obtained the existence and uniqueness theorems for Jenkins—
Strebel differentials with characteristic punctured disks. Later B. Zwiebach [35]
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extended the existence and uniqueness theorem to Jenkins—Strebel differentials with
punctured disks and annuli.

In [17] we discussed Jenkins—Strebel differentials on compact Riemann surfaces
by geometrical methods. By extending Strebel’s methods, and using the geometrical
methods, in this paper we will describe the most general situation for closed Riemann
surfaces with possible punctures. It shows that the geometrical methods 1s also useful
when constructing Jenkins—Strebel differentials with second order poles.

Suppose S is a compact Riemann surface of genus g with n punctures. Also we
suppose that S 1s hyperbolic, that is, 3g +#n — 3 > 0. Denote by {@1, @2, ..., Q4}
(¢ < n) the distinguished punctures on the Riemann surface S.

A system of simple closed curves {yx}1<k<p on S is called admissible if none of
the v 1s homotopic to zero, and if any two distinct curves neither intersect nor are
freely homotopic. For the definitions, please see [17], [31].

The following theorem claims that the height problem on § is always solvable if
one prescribes the heights of annuli and the negative leading coefficients.

Theorem 3.1. For arbitrary hy > 0,1 <k < p,anda; > 0,1 < j <gq, thereisa
Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ on S with the following properties.

(1) The differential ¢ has p characteristic annuli {Ry} with type {yx}. In the
w-meltric these annuli have heights {hy}.

(11) p has g punctured disks {D;} which are swept out by closed trajectories around

the marked punctures {Q;}. The closed horizontal trajectories in D; have the same
p-length a;. Equivalently, ¢ has a second order pole at Q; with leading coefficient

a2 .
gV i=12. .
Moreover the quadratic differential ¢ is uniquely determined.

As a special case, Theorem 3.1 implies the following result due to Strebel [31].

Theorem 3.4. There is a unique Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ on S whose charac-
feristic domains are g punctured disks with specified circumferences a;, 1 < j <gq.

Theorem 3.1 can be applied to prove the following result, which claims the moduli
problem is solvable if and only if the given array of moduli 1s admussible. For the
definitions, please see Section 4.

Theorem 4.6. If M = (m1,ma, ..., my) is admissible on S, then for any given
A = (a1,4a2,.-.,4y) € Ri there is a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ which has p
characteristic annuli with homotopic type {yi.} and with conformal moduli {my}. At
the puncture Q; the differential ¢ has a second order pole with leading coefficient
—(EY =124

Moreover the differential ¢ is uniquely determined.
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Furthermore, Strebel [31] solved an extremal problem associated with punctured
disks on Riemann surfaces. He dealt with the case when there are finitely many
punctured disks (no additional annuli). Also he showed that the solutions can be
described by the Jenkins—Strebel differentials with second order poles. We will deal
with the general cases. That is, there are not only punctured disks but also annuli.

Let ¢; be a fixed local parameter on S near the distinguished puncture Q;, 1 <
J < ¢q. Then we have

Theorem 4.7. Suppose that M = (my, ma, ..., mp) is admissible. Then, for any
real number m;, 1 < j < q, there is a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ which has char-
acteristic annuli { Ry} with type {yi}. The characteristic annulus Ry has modulus my,
1 <k<p.

Around the puncture Q;, the differential ¢ has a characteristic punctured disk D
with reduced modulus (with respect to the given local parameter ¢;)

Mj=sij+c, 1<j=<q,

for some constant c independent of j.
Inaddition, ¢ is uniquely determined up 1o a positive constant factor. Inparticular,
the annuli { Ry} and the punctured disks {D;} are uniquely determined.

The paper 1s organized as follows.

In Section 1 we introduce some terminologies and develop various background
necessary for our proofs. In Section 2 we describe Jenkins—Strebel differentials
with poles on Riemann surfaces. The object of Section 3 is to give the proof of the
existence and uniqueness of the height theorem. The solution of moduli problems is
left to Section 4. In the last section we give the proofs of some basic results.

Notational conventions. Throughout the paper we follow the conventions in [31].
That is, annuli are denoted by the letter & and punctured disks by the letter ;.
Denote by Q; the puncture on Riemann surfaces and by a; the circumference
of a punctured disk. Moreover, 6, denotes the twisting angle and /; denotes the
circumference of a characteristic annuli.
Denote by A the unit disk {|z| < 1}, and denote the unit punctured disk by

A* =10 < |z] < 1}.

For any annulus R, we denote by M (R) its conformal modulus.
It f: U — V is a quasiconformal homeomorphism, then we let K[ f] be the
maximal dilatation of f.

Acknowledgements. I would like to express my indebtedness to Professor Zhong Li
for his encouragement and help during this work. I also thank Professor Guizhen Cui,
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Yunping Jiang, Yuefei Wang and Shengjian Wu for their help during the preparation
of this paper.

We thank the referees of this paper for their many thoughtful suggestions and
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1. Preliminaries

A punctured disk on the complex plane € always has infinite conformal modulus. It
is, however, possible to assign it a finite number which is called the reduced modulus,
introduced by Teichmiiller.

Suppose that D 1s a punctured disk in the z-plane with puncture zo. For any
sufficiently small » > 0, we denote by D(r) the 2-connected region

D\{z: |z —zol = r}.

Let m(r) denote the conformal modulus of D(r). Then for any 0 < ' < r we
have

1 3 p
m(r) + 5—log — < m(r),
2 r
or equivalently

1 1
m(ry+ —logr < m(r'y + — logr'.
27 27

Hence the function m(r) + % log r is increasing as r — 07 and thus the limit
im, () + 5 logr )
m mir —10gr
r—0t 2 5

exists. This limit is called the reduced modulus of the punctured disk D C € with
respect to the local parameter z near zo, see e.g. [13], [31], [33].

The definition of reduced modulus can be extended to general Riemann surfaces.
Suppose that @ is a puncture of a Riemann surface €2 and suppose

z:U—=C, z(Q)=0,

is a local patch near Q. For any punctured disk D C § around Q, as above, for any
sufficiently small » > 0 we denote

D(r) = D\{|z] <r}.

Denote by m(r) = M(D(r)) the modulus of the domain D(r).
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Definition 1.1. The limit

1
li —1
tim (e + 5 ogr )
is called the reduced modulus of the punctured disk D (with respect to the local
uniformizer z).

Suppose that / 1s a holomorphic analytic homeomorphism between the punctured
disk D and the punctured disk {0 < |z] < p} with 2(Q) = 0 and %(O) = 1. Then
the number p is called the mapping radius of the punctured disk D with respect to
the local parameter z.

Lemma 1.2 ([31]). The reduced modulus of a punctured disk D with respect to the
local parameter z is equal to % log p.

For our purpose, in the remainder of this paper we need the notions of canonical
modulus and canonical local parameter.
Recall that A* is the unit punctured disk. For any hyperbolic Riemann surface S,
let
7 A= S, a(0)=Q

be an annular (unbranched) covering map induced by a simple loop around the punc-
ture Q. Then 7 is unique up to rotations of A*. The local parameter i = 7 ~!|p can
be regarded as a local uniformizer at the neighborhood of Q.

Then we have the following definition.

Definition 1.3. For any punctured disk D < S around the puncture (), the local
parameter ; = 7 ~!|p is called the canonical local parameter of S at the neighborhood
of 0.

The canonical modulus M), ¢ is defined to be the reduced modulus of D with
respect to the canonical local parameter n = 7 Yp.

Evidently we have M, ; < 0. In comparison with the reduced modulus, the
canonical modulus of a punctured disk is independent of the choice of local parameters
near the puncture. The number

2aM
_ D.S
Fps =€

is called the canonical mapping radius of the punctured disk D C S.

Note that an orientation preserving homeomorphism f: U — V between two
regions in C is a K -quasiconformal homeomorphism if and only if

lim sup X le=tl=r S @) = f]
ro0+ M= | f(2) — FO)] T

K, ae Cel.
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Since Riemann surfaces have conformal structures, it makes sense to speak of
quasiconformal homeomorphisms between two Riemann surfaces. With respect to
quasiconformal maps we have the following result.

Lemma 1.4. Let Q C S (resp. Q' C S') be a marked puncture on S (resp. S'). Let
[ S — 8" bea K-quasiconformal homeomorphism with f(Q) = Q.
If D C S is any punctured disk around Q, then f(D) C S is a punctured disk

around the puncture f(Q). In addition, the canonical moduli M, ; and M e of
the punctured disks D and f (D) satisfy that
2K —1 My, 2 log 2
K-M,s— log2 <M, o < X +;log2_—n’K .

In particular, Mf — —oo ifand only if M, ¢ — —o0.

(D), S’
Proof. Recall that 7 : A* — S is the annular covering map and = 7~ !|p is the
canonical parameter of S near (.

Similarly, there is an annular covering map A* — S’ induced by a simple loop
around the puncture f(Q).

Denote by D (resp. D’) the lifting image of D (resp. D) which encloses the center
0eA. Let

Z:D—>{z:0<|z|<62”M}

be the holomorphic homeomorphism, where j—g(()) = land M = M, ¢ 1s the canon-
ical modulus of the punctured disk D.
By applying the Koebe-% Theorem, we obtain that

2n M

{n:0<|n|< }cf)cA*.

Lift f: S — S toa K -quasiconformal homeomorphism F': A* — A* with F(0) =
0. By applying Mori’s Theorem (see the Appendix), we have

|F(p)| = 417K pK, e A*.
From the fact F(D) = D/, it follows that

2eMN\ K
{n:0<n|<4l_K(eT) }CD’cA*.

Hence the canonical modulus M' = M P satisfies

2a M

— K
>_1og41 () oy K1

- 27 0

M/

log 2.

Interchanging M and M’, we obtain the desired resullt. O
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Lemma 1.5, Let yo C S be a simple loop around the puncture Q which encloses
a punctured disk Dy. Then there exists a positive constant m = m(S, yy) with the
following property:

Any annulus R C S of homotopic type yo with modulus M (R) = m has at least
one of its boundary components lying inside the punctured disk Dy.

Proof. For any 0 < r < 1, we denote by A, the conformal modulus of the 2-con-
nected region A\[0, r].

Using the annular covering 7 : A* — S, we can lift ¢y to a simple closed curve
o C A* which surrounds 0. If we set

¢ =nf{|{]: ¢ € ol
then the positive constant m = A has the desired property. O

Note that a quadratic differential ¢ = @(z)dz? on the Riemann surface S is a
holomorphic section of the square (T*Y®2 of the tangent bundle 7%,

Obviously, ¢ induces a ‘singular’ metric ds = +/|¢(z)]|dz| on S. For any piece-
wise smooth curve ¥ C S, the infimum

= inf[l%ﬂl,
y~vJdy

where y varies over all piecewise smooth curves in the homotopy class of v, is called
the @-height of y.
If a quadratic differential ¢ has a double pole at zo, then ¢ has the form

% a_y a_1 2 a
p=¢)di"=\—F+—+at+az+-- |di" = —
z z §

The local parameter & is uniquely determined up to a complex constant factor. It 18

called the normalized uniformizer near zp. The leading coefficient a_; 1s an invariant

datum, i.e. it is independent of the choice of coordinate patches near the puncture zo.

Figure 1 shows the local trajectory structures near a double pole. Depending on
the leading coefficient a—; , we have three cases to distinguish.

K =B

an <0 an >0 Ima > #0

Figure 1

If zo is a double pole of a quadratic differential with leading coefficient —a?

(a > 0), then horizontal trajectories near zo are closed and they have the same
p-length 2 a.
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Note that a non-zero quadratic differential is called a Jenkins—Strebel differential
if its non-closed trajectories cover a set of measure zero. Hence a Jenkins—Strebel
differential decomposes the Riemann surface into characteristic regions, which are
swept out by closed trajectories. These characteristic regions consist of annuli or
punctured disks.

If a quadratic differential has a pole of order > 3, then there is a neighborhood
of the pole such that each trajectory ray entering it tends to it. Therefore a Jenkins—
Strebel differential has only simple poles or double poles, and the leading coefficient
of the double pole must be negative. See e.g. [31].

In [17] we considered Jenkins—Strebel differentials with only characteristic annuli.
In this paper we allow that Jenkins—Strebel differentials have characteristic punctured
disks near the distinguished punctures.

The next two lemmas on the inequalities of weighted sum of moduli and weighted
sum of the reciprocals of moduli are well known. For their complete proofs we refer
to [31].

Lemma 1.6 ([31]). Let ¢ # O be a non-zero Jenkins—Strebel differential on S with
ype {vih<k<p, and its characteristic annuli {Ry} have heights {hr}. If (R} is
a system of non-overlapping annuli on S with the homotopy type {vi}, then their
conformal moduli My = M(Ry) satisfy

h? h?
g N e
r My Mk

with equality holds if and only if Rr = Ry for each k.

Lemma 1.7 ([31]). Let ¢ # 0be a Jenkins—Strebel differential on S. Suppose that its
characteristic regions consist of a finite number of annuli { R} with finite conformal
moduli {My} and a finite number of punctured disks {D;} around the distinguished
punciures {Q;}. Furthermore, suppose that {D;} have reduced moduli {M;} (with
respect to a fixed system of local coordinates near the punctures {Q;}).

Suppose that ¢ has finite reduced norm

Za%Mk —I—Zasz-,

k J

where ay, 1 < k < p, is the g-length of closed horizontal trajectories homotopic to
Vio and aj, 1 < j < g, is the @-length of closed horizontal trajectories around Q;.

Let {R:)} and {Dj} be non-overlapping regions homotopic to the annuli {Ry}
and the punctured disks {D;}, respectively. Moreover we suppose that {Ri} have
conformal moduli {Mk} and {Dj} have reduced moduli {Mj} (with respect to the
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same system of coordinates near {Q;}). Then we have
S adM+ Y My = Y abi+ Yl
k i k J

The equality holds if and only if Ry = Ry, ﬁj = D; for all k and j. In addition, as
an easy consequence, we obtain that

inlf{Mk — My, M; — M;} <0.
Js

The equality holds if and only if R = Ry, Ej = D; forallk, j.

Remark 1.8. Lemmas 1.6 and 1.7 can be extended, in a rather straightforward man-
ner, to the case when S is a Riemann surface with boundaries and ¢ is a Jenkins—Strebel
differential which is real along the boundary curves.

In fact, we can construct the double surface of S, denoted by S. Since ¢ isreal along
the boundary curves, by reflection it can be continued to a Jenkins—Strebel differential
on S. Therefore we have the corresponding results on the bordered Riemann surface.

2. Differentials with poles

Suppose that & is a pair of ‘pants’, namely it is a bordered surface by cutting off the
interiors of 3 disjoint closed disks from the Riemann sphere. Denote by {y1, 2, ¥3}
its boundary components.

Then we have the following result.

Lemma2.1. Let (hy, ha, h3) # Obeafixed non-zero friple of numbers, where h; > 0.
If (1, Io, I3) is a non-negative triple such that l; # O if and only if h; # 0, then there
is a conformal structure P on P with the following properties:

(1) The Riemann surface P admits a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ with type {yi}
(k corresponds to those hy £ 0). The boundary components {y} are closed hori-
zontal trajectories of ¢. And the characteristic annuli {Ry} have g-circumferences
{lx} and @-heights {hy}.

(i) If h; = O, then the corresponding boundary component y; is a puncture of P
and @ has at most a simple pole at this puncture.

Proof. 1f eachcomponentof (#1, hy, h3)1snotzero, then this lemma s just Lemma 2.1
in [17].
Supposing that /; = 0 for at least one i, then we will deal with two cases:

1. There is only one component of (/1, I, [3) i1s 0. Without loss of generality we
assume that /3 = 0. We can divide the case 1 into two subcases:
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(1) {1 > I > O (the subcase 0 < [ < [ can be treated by the same way).
Let A1 A} A2ASA3AL = (Ui, Di be a ‘hexagon’ in the z-plane, where Dy, D;
are two rectangles and

ya) =(03) a=(0-3)
A= (2.2, A =02}, Ay=(0 -2
1 (23 2 ’ 1 Oa 2 b 2 Oa 2 b

L hy 5 I
27\2" "2 =20 =30

See Figure 2(a). Denote by ¢ = dz? the quadratic differential in the ‘pentagon’

A1 A} Ay A} Az,

(i) ] =l £ 0.
Let AjA]A2A Ay = Ui=1,2 D; be a ‘pentagon’ in the z-plane, where Dy, D; are
two rectangles and

A= —-, — Al = — As = __=
1 (2a 2 ’ 1 07 2 ’ 2 07 2 ’
] hy {1
272" 2 ¥

See Figure 2 (b). Denote by ¢ = dz? the quadratic differential in the ‘pentagon’

Aj A Az AL A,

2. Two components of ([1, [z, I3) are zero. Without loss of generality we assume
thatly =/3 =0Oand/; # 0.
Let AjA]A2AS = D; be a ‘rectangle’ in the z-plane, where

Ar= (22 4 =(0, ). A4, =0.0). — (<L o).
. (22 1 2 :=0.0, 4 ={3

See Figure 2(c). Denote by ¢ = dz? the quadratic differential in the ‘pentagon’
A1A’1 AzA’zAg.

Al A}

Ay Aq Aq
A/ Az oG4’
,_ As 3 As 2

Ay A Az Af
(a) (b) (c)

Figure 2
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In the case 1(i), the surface P = A1A] A2 AL A3 AL has a mirror image p* =
A1A] AQA’2A3A§*. See e.g. [31]. The surfaces P" and P can be glued along the
boundary components

{A/lAz, AI2A3, AgAg, A/3A1}

to form a new Riemann surface, denoted by P.
Similarly, in the case 1 (ii) the surface P and its mirror image P can be glued
along the boundary components

{A1Az2, A3 A3, A3Aq}

to form a new surface P.

In case 2, the Riemann surface P = A1A}A»A) and its mirror image P’ =
A1A]A2AL” can be glued along the boundary components {A] A2, A2A), AS A1} to
form a new surface P.

In Figure 2 (a), (b} and (¢) the symbol ‘o’ denotes the punctures of P.

By analytic continuation, the quadratic differential ¢ on P and the reflection
differential ¢* on P* can be joined together to form a new quadratic differential
on P, denoted by the same notation ¢.

In case 1(i) the surface P has a puncture at A5 and ¢ has a simple pole at A.
In case 1(11) the surface P has a puncture at As and Az 1s a removable pole of ¢.
In case 2 the differential ¢ has two simple poles at the punctures A, and A%. This
construction shows that the surface P has the desired properties.

When /; # 0, we call A; the marked point of the boundary curve y; on P. O

From Lemma 2.1, and repeating the similar methods in [17], we obtain

Corollary 2.2 ([31]). Suppose that {y1, y2, ..., ¥p} Is an admissible curves system
on the punctured Riemann surface S. Then, for arbitrary hy > 0, 1 < k < p, there
exists a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ with tvpe {yi} and @-heights {hi}.

Moreover the differential ¢ is uniquely determined.

Analogous to Lemma 2.1, we have the following result.

Lemma 2.3, Let (hy, ha, h3) be a fixed non-zero triple of numbers with 0 < h; <
+00. Also we suppose that O < h; < +0o0 for ar least one 1.

For any non-negative triple (11, lo, [3) satisfving that l; = O if and only if h; = 0,
we can put a conformal structure on P such that the resulting bordered Riemann
surface P has the following properties:

(1) P admits a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ of type {yi}, wherek € {i : 0 < h; <
+o0}. The boundary components {yi} are closed horizontal trajectories of . In the
@p-metric the characteristic annulus Ry with homotopic type vy has circumferences Iy
and heights hiy, where k € {i : 0 < h; < 400}.
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(i) If j satisfies that h; = +o0, then the boundary component of P corresponding
1o y; is a puncture, denoted by Q;. In the g-metric the characteristic punctured disk

D; around Q; has circumference l;. Equivalently ¢ has a second order pole at Q;

with the leading coefficient —(2%)2.

(111) All the left boundary components of P are punctures and ¢ has at most a
simple pole at these punctures.

The proof of Lemma 2.3 will be postponed to Section 5.
Recall that the Riemann surface S 1s of type (g, n). If

F'={yi,v2,....vn}

is a maximal finite admissible curves system on S, then N = 3g +n — 3. And I
divides S into 2g + n — 2 pairs of ‘pants’ {P; h1<i<2g1n—2. Let {¥iy}u=1,23 denote
the boundary components of 5;.

Tet H = (hy, ha, ... h3gin3) € Rffﬂ_g be the heights associated with the
maximal admissible system [ and let

_ q
A=(a1,a2,...,a4) € R}

be the leading coefficients at the marked punctures {Q;}.
Suppose that v = (L, ©,) € R25T"7 x R3%+-3 where

3 -3
Ly =(1h, ... Iagn-3) e RETT,
and
Oy = (01,02, ..., 03015 3) € RIET3,

Lemma 2.3 immediately implies that there exists a conformal structure on #; such
that the corresponding Riemann surface F; has the following properties:

(1) P; admits a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢;. If the boundary component y;, is not
a puncture, then y;,, 18 a closed horizontal trajectory of ¢;. Also in the g; -metric,
the characteristic annuli {R;,, } have lengths {/;, } and heights {h;,/2}.

(2) If Q;; is a marked puncture of P;, then ¢; has a double pole at Q;; with leading

. aiin

coefficient —(52)".

(3) All the left boundary components of P; are punctures and ¢; has at most simple
poles at these punctures.

Let L, be the lengths of boundary trajectories and let ®,, be the twisting angles
between two pairs of adjacent ‘pants’. With the help of 3-graphs [4], as in [17] we can
construct a Riemann surface h;‘l (v) with a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢, on hg (v).
The differential ¢, is of type I' and its characteristic annulus Ry has ¢, -heights Ay,
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where | < k < 3g +n — 3. Moreover, ¢ has the leading coefficient — (%)2 at the
puncture Q;, 1 < j <g.

Note that the Teichmiiller space of the Riemann surface S is defined to be the
space of Teichmiiller deformations of the complex structure on S, denoted by 7% ;.

See e.g. [1], [15]. For any Riemann surface S of the same type (g, n), we denote by
[S] € T, the equlvalent class of conformal structures which includes S.
By sending 4, o (v) = (v)] € T, », we obtain a map

o RS R o (1)
In addition, we have

Theorem 2.4. Given the maximal admissible system U, and positive arrays A =
(ar1,an,...,aq) and H = (h1, hy, ..., h3gyn—3), the map

3 -3 —
h?{: R_I_g—l-n x RBg—I—YL 3 Y Tg,ﬂ

defined in (1), is a homeomorphism.

The proof of Theorem 2.4 will also be postponed to Section 5.

3. The main theorem

With the help of Theorem 2.4 we are ready to prove the following generalized height
theorem on punctured Riemann surfaces.
Recall that S is a compact Riemann surface with distinguished punctures

{Qih<j<q-

Theorem 3.1. For arbitrary hy > 0,1 <k < p,anda; > 0,1 < j < gq, thereis a
Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ on S with the following properties:

(1) The differential ¢ has p characteristic annuli {Ry} with type {yi}. In the
@-meltric these annuli have heights {hy}.

(i1) ¢ has g punctured disks {D;} which are swept out by closed trajectories around
the marked punctures {Q;}. The closed horizontal trajectories in D; have the same
p-length a;. Equivalently, ¢ has a second order pole at Q; with leading coefficient

a2 .
— () uf =13 ... g
Moreover the quadratic differential ¢ is uniquely determined.

Proof. At first we prove the uniqueness part.
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We assume, by contradiction, that there are two quadratic differentials ¢;, ¢ =
1, 2, on S such that the characteristic annuli R1; and Ry; have the same height /g,

1 <k < p. Moreover ¢ and @2 have the same leading coefficient —(%)2 at the
marked puncture ¢;, where 1 < j < 4.
Let n; be the canonical local parameter of S near the puncture Q;. Denote by D;;
the characteristic punctured disks of ¢; around Q;, where: =1,2and 1 < j <g4.
Using the local normalized uniformizer ¢;;, the punctured disk D;; has the form

Dij ={&; 10 < &) < rij),

where ii‘j (0) = 1 and r;; 1s nothing else than the mapping radius of ¢; with respect

to ;. Then M;; = % log r;; is the canonical modulus of D;;, where 1 <i < 2 and
l<j=q.
Picking a sufficient small p withmappingradiusr;; > pforl <i <2,1<j <gq,
we denote
S1(p) = S\ U{[¢15] < p}-

LetM;(p) resp. M i (p)) denote the conformal modulus of the annulus Dy ;)\ |U{|¢1;] <
p}(resp. Do\ {21 < e} 1 < j < g. Denote by My the conformal modulus of
the annulus R;; , where 1 <7/ <2, 1 <k < p.

In the Riemann surface Si(p), by applying Lemma 1.6 to the differential ¢, we

have 5
m (e ) 3+ log )

Xk:M—chr; M;(p) ZMzk ZJ: Mip) e

Evidently as p — 07, we have

1 1 - 1 1
Mj(p):ElogFJ and Mj(p)+glogp—>M2j:Elogr2j.

2
By adding the term Zj ;—fn log p to both sides of the inequality (2) and letting p — 0,
we deduce that

> anhi+ ) aiMi; <Y anhi+ Y a; My — My;),
k j k J

or

Zalkhk — Z aszlj < Zazkhk — Z aszZj- (3)
k J k j
Interchanging ¢ and ¢, the opposite inequality holds too. Therefore

arphy — My =) aphy — Y arMa;. “4)
Z Z 2 >4

k J
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On the other hand, from LLemma 1.7 it follows that
D a Myt Y aiMy; > an Mo+ Y ai M. 5)
k J k J

Combining (4) and (5) one obtains

2
a
Z 2a1h = Z (azk + ﬁ) hi.

. . a
The elementary inequality implies that
2
Dk

2a1k5a2k+—a lfkfpy

azk

with equality if and only if a1, = azx. Hence
ajk = ay, 1=<k=<p.

From Lemma 1.7 it follows that the characteristic annuli and the characteristic punc-
tured disks of ¢ and ¢, are identical, which proves the uniqueness part.
We now show the existence part.

Since {y1, ¥2, ..., ¥p}isanadmissible systemon S, we conclude p < 3g+n—3.

If p=3g+n—3,then {y1,y2....,¥p}is a maximal admissible curves system
on S. Denote ; ;
H=(h,hy. ... hagyas) e RETT,

Let A = (a1, a2,...,a4) € Ri be the leading coefficients at the punctures {Q;}.

From Theorem 3.2, it follows that
(hE) 7L Ty — RET T x R84

is a homeomorphism. By considering the point [S] € 75 ;,, we conclude that there is a
Jenkins-Strebel differential ¢4} on S with type {yx}. Lts annuli { R} have ¢4 -heights
{hy} and its characteristic punctured disks D; have gofl-circumferences {a;}.

Now we assume p < 3g +n — 3. By adding 3g +n — 3 — p simple closed curves
{vp+1, . s 3gan—3} O {¥1, ¥2. ..., ¥p}, we obtain a maximal admissible system

{',Vl, V2, oes ypa yp—l—ly i @ 39 V3g—|—n—3}

on S, denoted by I'.

For any positive vector € = (&1, €2, ..., 3g4n-3—p), by applying the same argu-
ment as above, we obtain a differential . on S with type I'. Its characteristic annuli
have ¢.-heights

(s oo e g 8L v 583 n—Tph
and its characteristic punctured disks have ¢, -circumferences {a; }.
Now we have the following result. Its proof will be postponed to Section 5.
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Lemma 3.2. Ifg; < &(0) for some &;(0) > 0, where 1l <i <3g+n—3— p, then
the quadratic differentials {@.} are locally uniformly bounded on S.

Let us proceed with the proof of Theorem 3.1.

Letting & tend to O, Lemma 3.2 implies that the quadratic differentials {¢.}
are locally uniformly bounded on §. Hence ¢. converges locally uniformly to
some quadratic differential ¢ with type {yx}1<k<p. Also the characteristic annuli
of ¢ have g-heights (A1, h, ..., hp) and its characteristic punctured disks have ¢-
circumferences {a; }1<;<,, as desired. O

Denote by 4 the set consisting of all Jenkins—Strebel differentials on .S of homo-
topic type {yr}1<k<p and with second order poles at the marked punctures {Q;}. It
is permitted that for some k there is no annulus and for some j there is no punctured
disk. Moreover we assume that 0 € Zs.

Applying Theorems 23.3 and 24.7 of [31], with the assistance of Lemma 3.2 we
have

Lemma 3.3. The space $s is closed under locally uniform convergence on S. In
other words, if ¢, € Js and ¢, — @ locally uniformly on S, then ¢ € 35. Moreover
the lengths a,; — a;, the heights hy — hy and the moduli M, — My, for each j
and k.

Conversely, if {a,;} and {hni} are bounded, then the sequence {@,} C 35 contains
a subsequence which converges locally uniformly on S.

By taking the admissible curves system (o be ¥, we obtain a new proof of the
following result due to Strebel.

Theorem 3.4. For any distinct g marked punctures on S, there is a unique Jenkins—
Strebel differential ¢ whose characteristic domains are q-punctured disks with speci-
fied circumferences a;, 1 < j <gq.

4. Solution of the moduli problems

Recall that {y;} is a system of admissible curves on S. If {R;} C § are disjoint 2-
connected regions with type {1}, then their conformal moduli {M (Ry)} are bounded
from above. It leads to the following definition.

Definition4.1. Amoduliarray M = (m1, ma, ..., mp) (m} > 0)is called admissible
on S, if there is a system of non-overlapping ring regions {R;} C S homotopic to
{v&} and their conformal moduli {M (R )} satisfy

mp < M(Ry), k=1,2,...,p.
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Denote by M the set consisting of all admissible vectors M on S. Clearly M C ]Ri
is open.

Remark 4.2. Forany M = (my, ma, ..., m,) € RY, the Strebel Moduli Theorem
shows that there exists a Jenkins—Sitrebel differential of type {yx}. Its characteristic
annuli have moduli {x m} for some constant A > O independent of k. In addition,
the differential ¢ is unique up to a positive constant factor.

Obviously M € M if and only if A > 1.

For any
C=(c1,02,...,¢p) €ERY,

there is a unique Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢, on S such that the moduli of the
characteristic annuli {R;} maximize the sum ) , c,%ﬁzk, among all possible choices

of disjoint ring domains {Ek} C S homotopic to {yr}. See e.g. Theorem 21.11 in
[31]. Again, for each annulus R,i with conformal modulus M (R,i) > (), the number
ck 18 just the @.-length of closed trajectories in Ry.

Let {m} denote the conformal moduli of the characteristic annuli {R;} (If some
annulus R; disappears, then we set m; = 0).

To obtain some properties of the space M, we will give another criterion in
determining whether M € M or not.

Lemma 4.3. [f M = (my,ma, ..., my) € RY . then M e M if and only if for each
C = {c} e RY,
Zc%m,‘z > Zcimk
k k

Proof. If M € M, then it is immediate that, ), c,%ml‘“; >3 cl%mk foreach C € RY.

Conversely, we assume that M ¢ M. Thus there exists a differential ¢p with type
{vx} and its annulihave moduli {A m } forsome 0 < A < 1. Letting (co1, o2, - - ., Cop)
be the gp-lengths of its characteristic annuli, we have

Z c%kk myp < Z c%kmk,

k k

which contradicts our assumption. O
Lemma 4.3 immediately implies the following result.
Theorem 4.4, M is strictly convex in Ri. That is, M, M’ € M implies that

tM+(1—-0M e M forallt €[0,1].
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Recall that {yy }1<k<p 18 an admissible curves system on S.
Given A = (a1, az, ..., a,) € R%, for any

V= (v,v3,...,0) € RY,

from Theorem 3.3 it follows that there is a unique Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢y
with homotopic type {yx}. Its characteristic annuli have ¢y -heights {v;} and ¢y has
the leading coefficient —(%)2 at the puncture Q;,1 < j < gq.

Denote by {m}}1<k<p the moduli of its characteristic annuli. It is clear that
My = (m],mj, .. .,m;) € M. By setting Fa(V) = My we immediately obtain a
map

Fa: ]Rfj’r — M. (6)

Furthermore we have:

Theorem 4.5. For any A = (aj, a, ..., az) € R, the map Fa: RY — M defined
in (6) is a homeomorphism.

The proof of this theorem is postponed to Section 5. The following is an equivalent
statement of Theorem 4.5.

Theorem 4.6. If M = (m1,ma, ..., my) is admissible on S, then for any given
A = (a1;a2,...5a5) € Ri there is a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ which has p
characteristic annuli with homotopic type {yi} and with conformal moduli {my}. At
the puncture Q; the differential ¢ has a second order pole with leading coefficient
(LY j=1,2.....q.

Moreover the differential ¢ is uniquely determined.

Theorem 4.5 and 4.6 can be applied to solve the following moduli problem.

Moduli problem. Given arrays M = (my, ..., m,) € ]Ri and A = (ay, ....qy) €
Rﬁ, can one find a quadratic differential ¢ with the following properties?

The characteristic annuli of ¢ are homotopic to {y;} and have conformal moduli
{mr}. Also ¢ has second order poles at {Q;} with prescribed leading coefficient
- (&)}

As we have shown in Theorem 4.6, the moduli problem is solvable if and only if
M € M. In particular the moduli problem is always solvable for sufficiently small
M = 0.

Recall that ¢; is a fixed local parameter near the distinguished puncture Q;, 1 <
J =< g. The remainder of this section is to prove the following result.

Theorem 4.7. Suppose that M = (m1,my, ..., mp) € M. That is, M is admissible
on S.
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Then, for any real numbers m;, 1 < j < q, there is a Jenkins—Strebel differential
@ which has characteristic annuli { Ry} homotopic to {yy}. The characteristic annulus
Ry has modulus mp, 1 <k < p.

Around the puncture Q;, the differential ¢ has a characteristic punctured disk D;
with reduced modulus (with respect to the given local parameter ¢;)

Mj=mj+c, 1=<j=<gq,

for some constant ¢ independent of j.
Inaddition, ¢ is uniquely determined up to a positive constant factor. Inparticular,
the annuli { Ry} and the punctured disks {D;} are uniquely determined.

Proof. 'To prove the uniqueness, let ¢ and ¢ be two solutions whose annuli Rj and
Ry have the same conformal moduli my, 1 < k < p, and whose punctured disks D;

and 13]- have reduced moduli (with respect to the given local parameter ;)
Mj=mj+c. Mj=mj+é 1<j<q.

respectively. By applying Lemma 1.7 to the quadratic differential ¢, we conclude
that A
inf (M; —M;)=c¢—c=<0.
1g}§q( ! p=emes
Similarly, by starting with the quadratic differential ¢, we conclude that ¢ — ¢ < 0.
Hence ¢ = ¢.
From Lemma 1.7, it follows that

Re=R,, D;=D;, 1<k<p 1<j<gq.

Hence ¢ and ¢ have the same (rajectory structures, which implies that ¢ = Ag for
some A € R,

To prove the existence, we denote by € the set consisting of all real numbers {c}
with the following properties:

(1) There exists a system of disjoint ring domains (R} and punctured disks {Dj}
on S such that {Ry} is homotopic to {y;} and {Dj} is around the distinguished
punctures {Q;}.

(2) The 2-connected domain Ry has conformal modulus > mi, 1 < k < p. With
respect to the given local parameter Z;, the punctured disk D; has reduced modu-
lus>m;+ec,1<j<gq.

From M = (m1, mo, ..., my) € M, it immediately follows that C # @ (see e.g.
Theorem 4.6). Furthermore it is obvious that

co =supC < 0o.
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By using the normal family argument, we conclude that there exists a system of
disjoint ring domains {R;} and punctured disks {D;} on § such that their conformal
moduli and reduced moduli (with respect to the given local parameter {¢;}) realize
the number cg.

Now we can prove that the regions {R;} and {D;} are associated with some
Jenkins—Strebel differential on S.

In terms of the normalized local parameter z;,

D, ={z;:0< |zl <r;}, 1=<j<gq,

where Z—Z(O) = 1 and r; 1s the reduced mapping radius with respect to ;. Choose a

sufficiently small number p with 0 < o < r;, where 1 < j < g. Denote m;(p) to be
the modulus of the ring domain

Ri(p)=1{zj:p <zl <r;}, 1<j=<gq.

We claim that Ry, 1 <k < p,and R;(p), 1 < j < g, are characteristic ring domains
of some quadratic differential ¢, on the truncated Riemann surface S(p) = S\U;{z; :
2] < p}. ) )

Otherwise, we would have a system of ring domains {R;} and {R;(pe)} on S(p)
with conformal moduli M (Ry) = (1 + £)my and

= 1 rj
M(R;j(p)) = (1 +&)5—log .

for some & > 0,

By adding the punctured disks {z; : [z;| < p} to the truncated Riemann surface
S(p), we obtain a system of ring domains with conformal moduli {(1 + &)my} and
punctured disks with reduced moduli (with respect to the given local parameter ;)

M; > (1 —I—e)%log% —|—$logp e élogrj =M;, 1<j<gq.
It contradicts the original assumption that co = sup €.

Thus the ring domains {Ry}1<x<p and {R;(p)}1<j<, are associated with a quad-
ratic differential ¢, on S(p). And the boundary components {|z;| = o} are the closed
trajectories of ¢,. Hence

Do = ¢ls(p)

for some Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ on S.

In conclusion, the characteristic domains of ¢ consist of ring domains with moduli
{my} and punctured disks with reduced moduli {rz; + co} (with respect to the given
local parameters {¢;}), as desired. O
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5. Proof of some basic results

Now we can begin the proofs of some basic results.

Proof of Lemma 2.3. It h; # 400 for each i € {1, 2, 3}, Lemma 2.3 follows from
Lemma 2.1.
Now we assume that there 18 at least one j such that ; = +00. We form a new

triple (h1, ho, h3) by setting hi = hj if h; # 400, otherwise setting hi = 1.
From the new (riple (hi, ha, h3), by applying Lemma 2.1 we can construct a
Riemann surface P with the following properties:

< The Riemann surface P admits a Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢ of type {yx},
where £k € {0 < he < +o¢}. The boundary components {y;} are closed
horizontal trajectories of ¢. In the g-metric the characteristic annulus R.C P
has circumference /3 and height h %,

©o When ; = 0, each boundary component y; 1s a puncture of P and ¢ has at most
a simple pole at this puncture.

Recall that A* is the punctured unit disk. Denote by

;i \?de?

P = (271) =
the quadratic differential in A*. We can easily check that all concentric circles
{¢ :¢| =7} (0 < r < 1) are horizontal trajectories of ¢, with the same ¢.-length ;.

As in Figure 2, for each ; satisfying that /; = +o0c¢, we denote by A; the marked
point on boundaries y;.

By identifying the marked points A; € y; and 1 € {|¢| = 1}, and by isometrically
welding the boundary components {|¢| = 1} and y; (in the ¢,- and @-metric, re-
spectively), we can join together the Riemann surfaces A* and P. The weld process
preserves their induced orientations. Since the curves {|{| = 1}) and y; are both
horizontal trajectories and have the same length /;, this welding is possible. Denote
by P the resulting Riemann surface.

The Jenkins—Strebel differentials ¢ and ¢, are joined to form a new Jenkins—
Strebel differential on P, denoted by ¢. Hence the Riemann surface P and the
differential ¢ on P have the desired properties, which establishes Lemma 2.3, O

Proof of Theorem 2.4. Note that the spaces R:jrg+”_3 x R38+%=3 and T, » are both
homeomorphic to the 6g 4+ 2n — 6 dimensional Euclidean space R®%+"=¢ To prove
that the map h% : RYET" 7> x R3+7=3 5 T, | is a homeomorphism, it is sufficient
to check that hg is continuous, injective and proper.

The proof of Theorem 2.4 is divided into several steps.

Step 1. Prove that h4 : RYST" ™ x R3+2=3 . 7, is continuous.
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We assume that, as n — +o0,
vp = (L, ®y) — vo = (Lo, O9), (7)

in the space B35~ x R3+7=3 For simplicity of notations we set S, = h% (v,)
and So = h4)(vo).

From the assumption (7) we deduce that {S,} lie in a compact set of T} ,, see
e.g. [8]. Therefore there 1s a subsequence of {S;} which tends to some Sy € Ty 5.
For convenience of notation we call the subsequence {5, } again. Therefore there are
Teichmiiller extremal homeomorphisms

Fp: Sy — S, n=12,... (8)

with maximal dilatations K, = K[F,] — 1.

Let ny; be the canonical local parameter of S, at the neighborhood of Q;. For
any characteristic punctured domain Dy; C Sy, in terms of the normalized local
parameters ¢,; we have

Dy ={Gn; 1 0 < |Gyjl <y}, n=0,1,2,...,

d

where di’: (0) = 1 and r,; is the canonical mapping radii of D,;. If we denote

.
S,’;ESH\{0<|§M|<%}, k=1,2,...,

then the Riemann surfaces sequence {Snk } 18 an exhaustion of the Riemann surface S;,.
For each k, Lemma 3.5 in [§] implies that [S,’,f] — [Sg] in the reduced Teichmiiller
space. Hence there are Teichmiiller deformations

Fu: S¥ — sk, (9)

with maximal dilatations K¥ = K[F,;] — 1 asn — oo.
Combining (&) with (9), we obtain a quasiconformal map

F, o FFE]:D: Sg — Sy
Furthermore, for each fixed £ the maximal dilatations satisfy
K[Fy o V1 < KIE - K[Fal > 1. n— 400,

We can therefore pass to a subsequence (denoted again by F), o Frfk_l)) such that,

as n — o0, the quasiconformal homeomorphism F; o FrEk_U locally uniformly
converges to a quasiconformal homeomorphism

FEosk s,
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Since £, o Fn(,;l) induces the same isomorphism between the fundamental groups of
S and Sy, we conclude that F¥ is univalent.

By using the standard argument we know that there is a conformal homeomor-
phism F': So — S,. This implies that

[S*] — [SO] = Tg,n,

which proves the continuity of the map A%, : Rig+”—3 « R3g+n-3 _, T

&1
Step 2. Prove that b4 : ROET" 7> x R3&+1-3 T is injective,

Since the proof is similar to the uniqueness part of the proof of Theorem 3.1, we
omit it here.

Step 3. Show that h% : Rig+”_3 x R3¢+n=3 _ T, , is a proper map.

To prove the properness of the map 4%, we must show that if any sequence
v} C RS 5 R3%+1-3 approaches the boundary of R3S ™ x R3#+2-3 then
the surfaces {h%; (v/,)} approach the boundary of 7 ,.

Let

U;,L = (lnla e ln(3g_3), in, w g Qn@g_g))‘
The assumption that {v/,} approaches the boundary of R3$™" ™ x R3#+2=3 implies
that at least one of the following holds:
(1) lugy — +oo forsome fixedl < kg <3g+n—3asn — 4.
(i1) For some fixed 1 < ko <3g +n — 3, Lk, — +0asn — +o0.
(i1} Asn — +oo,thenc <l < C,1 <k <3g+n—3,and

3g+n-3

> 10wl > oo,

k=1

for two positive constants ¢, C > () independent of n.

Letting vj = (1,1,...,1:0,0,...,0) € R1g+”_3 x R38+1=3 a5 before we set

Sp = hiy(vp) and S, = by (v)).

Also we let ¢,, n = 0,1, ..., be the corresponding quadratic differential on the
Riemann surface S,.

Let f,: S — S, be the extremal quasiconformal homeomorphism which is
homotopic to the identity. And let K, = K[ f;;] be the maximal dilatation. If {S)}
do not go to the boundary of 7, ,, then we may assume (selecting a subsequence if
necessary) that

Ky = K, (10)

for some K > 1 independent of ».
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Whenn =0,1,2,...,let
My =M(Ry), 1<k<3g+n-3,

be the conformal modulus of the characteristic annulus of ¢,. Also we denote by
M,,; the canonical moduli of the punctured disks D,;, 1 < j <g4.

Now, for notational simplicity, we use the same notations as in Step 1. That
is, 1,; is the canonical local parameter of S) at the neighborhood of @Q;. For any
characteristic punctured domain D,; C S, of ¢,, in terms of the normalized local
parameters £,; we have

Dy ={8nj : 0 < [Eyjl <ryj}, n=0,1,2,..., (11)

where Cf’” (0) = 1 and r,,; is the canonical mapping radii of Dy;.

We denote by
ki
5 = {
o) {os j |§0 j | 3
the closed curves on the Riemann surface Sj,, where o; is defined in (11). Lemma 1.4
and the Koebe Distortion Theorem (see the Appendix) show that the curves { /,,(8;)}
lie outside the punctured disk

L 1<j<g

{an 10 < e < CLJJ} - S’

where C; = C;(So, K, ro;) > 11s independent of n. Hence we obtain a map

SO\U {0 < |to;] < —} — S’\U {0 < |tnj| < ﬂ_}.

J

Let M, be the modulus of the region f(Roi), where 1 < k < 3g+n —3. We
have

< l<k<p,n=12 ... (12)

Since £0j~ = {¢o; : rOTf < |60l < roj} < S} has conformal modulus 13§T2, the
modulus M,; = M( f,(Ro;)) satisfies
~ log 2
M, > ,
YT oKxm
Summing the inequalities (12) and (13) over all annuli on the Riemann surface
SO\NU 0 < Jg0;1 < B}, we have

l<j=<gq. (13)

ajlog C;

(M)’ ()’
+Z ~”. SK’(ZM—%JFZ 107;2 ) (14)

k M i j M, k P 27

2
hk
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Together with the inequality (14), from Lemma 1.6 it immediately follows that

(el 2 2 (51022
Xk: +Z 1ogc < k Mk+;T,
- e Moe 5 = )
that is,
log C;

(a;log CH)?
th lnk+Z b K'(th'lowrZéﬁl—ing R
k d

If Iy, — +oc for some fixed ko as n — +oc, then the left-hand side of inequality
(15) approaches +oo but the right-hand side remains bounded. This contradicts the
assumption (10). Hence

dr(Sh, 8.y =log Ky — +00,

which proves the case (1).

Combining Ahlfors” Lemma and Wolpert’s Lemma (see the Appendix), we can
prove the case (ii), see e.g. [1].

The case (ii1) follows from the discreteness of Teichmiiller modular group acting
on Ty ,; see [17] for details.

In conclusion, we proved Theorem 2.4, O

Proof of Lemma 3.2. Denote ey = (£1(0), ..., €3g4n-3—5(0)). Theorem 2.4 implies
that there exists a Jenkins—Strebel differential o on S with type I'. Its characteristic
annuli have ¢g-heights

(hla Fhety hp) 81(0)9 PRt} 83g+n—3—p(0))7

and its characteristic punctured disks {DJQ} around {Q; } have ¢o-circumferences {a; }.
Let n; be the canonical local parameter of S near the puncture Q;, where 1 < j <g.
Then by using the normalized local parameter g“JQ, we have

={p:0< P <r} 1<j<gq,
dg) : : . . 0
where d—};’j(O) = 1 and r; is the canonical mapping radius of D i
For each &, we denote by {DJ'?“ } the characteristic punctured disks of the differen-
tial .. Then
Di={p:0<|gf(pl<rf), 1<j=aq.
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g

d
where df? (0) =1and r is the canonical mapping radius of DE

From Lemma 1.5 it follows that, for each [ there exists m; > 0 such that any ring
domain R C S around Q; with modulus M (f?) > my has at least one of its boundary
components lying inside the punctured disk {0 < |§JQ( P < %}

If we denote

—S\{O<|§ |<1} 1=1,2,...,

&

" ; ¥
then for any p¢ > 0 which satisfies m; < ~= log = < 2m;, we have
y ki 2w g pj

ShC S\U; {0 < [¢(p)] < pf).

Let My resp. M) be the moduli of the characteristic annuli of the Jenkins—Strebel
differentials g resp. ¢.), where 1 < k < 3g+n—3. Denote |l¢: | ¢ = [[q |@e| dxdy.
Then Lemma 1.6 implies that

1Pellst < e lls\uyo<1cf1<pf)

r 2 3g+n—-3—p )
hk

q —_—
E: ;
:ZM,§+ L o tl

, )
P2 3gtn3-p o 7 (5% log )
h E: 2 0
ol S S i d
= . !
1 Mk i1 Mpw j=1 M;
r o) 3g4+n—-3—p ) q )
h g; (0 2mya;
DI B L B
k=1 K i=1 P i j
(2mpa;)?
< ”(/980”51 + Z llog; s
27

where M = : “ng is the conformal modulus of {? < |§j0| <rj}.

Thus the norm ll@e|l ¢ 18 bounded from above independent of e, from which we
deduce that the quadratic differentials {¢.} are locally uniformly bounded on S. It
completes the proof of Lemma 3.2. O

Proof of Theorem 4.5. 'To prove Theorem 4.5 it suffices to show 4 : Ri — M 18
continuous, injective and proper.

The continuity of Fy follows from Lemma 3.3,

To prove F4 is injective, we assume that there are Vi, V) < ]Ri such that
Fa(V1) = Fa(V2).
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Let M;;, 1 = 1,2, be the reduced moduli of the punctured disk around Q; with
respect to the same fixed local parameter ;, I < j < g. When proving Theo-
rem 3.1, with respect to the differential ¢ we have actually established the following

inequality:
U%k 2 U%k 2
ZM—M - Z%‘MU = ZM—% - Z%sz
k i k i
(see the claim (3)). The fact M1y = My, 1 < k < p, implies that

DM =) M.
i g
Interchanging ¢ and ¢, the opposite inequality holds too. We therefore have

2 _ 200
Sty = Yy
J ¥

Lemma 1.7 then implies the injectivity of the map Fa.
Brouwer’s theorem on invariance of domain shows that £’ (]R‘i) is an open domain
n M. If FA(Rfr) ; M, then there 18 a point My € M but My € 8FA(R‘1). That is,
there 1s a sequence
{Valn=1,2.. CRY

approaching the boundary of RY , but {F4 (V;;)} approaches an interior point Mo of M.
The assertion that V,, = (v,1, vu2, ..., vyp) approaches the boundary of ]Ri is
equivalent to one of the following:

< For all n, the sequence {V,} remains bounded but v, — +0 for some fixed
1 <k < p.
<< When n — +00, the Euclidean norm || V,,|| — o¢.
Denote by ¢, the unique Jenkins—Strebel differential which realizes the data V;, and A.
Thatis, ¢, has a second order pole at Q; with leading coefficient — (2%)2’ 1<j =g,
and its characteristic annuli have ¢,-heights V,, € Ri.

In the case (¢), from Lemma 3.2 and 3.3 it follows that the kp-th component of
Fa(V,) approaches 0T, which contradicts the assumption that My € M.

In the case (¢<), the sequence {V,/||V,||} remains bounded but V,,/||V,| —=
0%. Lemma 3.3 shows that the quadratic differential ¢, /|| V,| locally uniformly
converges to a non-zero Jenkins—Strebel differential ¢g, with homotopic type {yx}.
Froma; /|| V.|| — 0, it follows that the quadratic differential ¢o has no second order
poleat Q0,1 < j <gq.

Since ¢, and ¢, /|| V, || have the same trajectory structures, from Lemma 3.3 we
obtain that the annuli of ¢ have moduli M. This contradicts our previous assumption
that My € M.

Therefore Fo(RY) = M, as desired. O
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Appendix. Some known results

In previous proofs we needed several well-known results on conformal maps or qua-
siconformal homeomorphisms. To make this paper self-contained, we add it here.
For their complete proofs, please see [1], [2], [24].

Koebe Distortion Theorem. If f: A — C be a univalent function with f(0) =0
and f(0) =1, then
|z |z]

e =M@l =g

Mori’s Theorem. If f: A — A is a K-quasiconformal map with f(0) = 0, then

1 1
f(2)] <47E|7]E, zeA.

Suppose that X is a hyperbolic Riemann surface. Then X has a canonical metric
of constant curvature —1. This meiric is unique and denoted by dp, .

Let dx (x, ¥) denote the hyperbolic distance between two points x, y € X. Then
we have the following two results.

Ahlfors’s Lemma. Let f: X — Y be a holomorphic map between hyperbolic
Riemann surfaces. Then either

(1) f is a locally covering map, or

(i) f*(dpy) < dpy, andhence dy(f(x). f(y)) < dx(x, y) for anypair of distinct
points x,y € X.

In particular, if hyperbolic Riemann surfaces X < X, then

dp}? & @y

Wolpert’s Lemma. Let h: S1 — S2 be a K-quasiconformal homeomorphism be-
tween hyperbolic Riemann surfaces Sy, S3.
If 1 C Sy is aclosed hyperbolic geodesic, then the hyperbolic geodesic ay in the
homotopy class of f(«y) satisfies
L)
K
where L(v;), i = 1, 2, denotes the hyperbolic length.

< L{e2) = K - L{e1),

References

[1] W. Abikoff, The real analviic theory of Teichmiiller space. Lecture Notes in Math. 820,
Springer-Verlag, Berlin 1980. Zbl 0452.32015 MR 0590044



Vol. 83 (2008) Jenkins—Strebel differentials with poles 239

[2]

[3]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

L.. Ahlfors, Conformal invariants. McGraw-Hill Ser. Higher Math., McGraw-Hill, New
York 1973. Zbl 0272.30012 MR 0357743

[.. Bers, Quasiconformal mappings and Teichmiiller’s theory. In Analytic Functions (R.
Nevanlinna et al., eds.), Princeton Math. Ser. 24, Princeton University Press, Princeton,
N.J., 1960, 89—119. Zbl 0100.28904 MR 0114898

P. Buser, Geomelry and spectra of compact Riemann surfaces. Progr. Math. 106,
Birkhiuser, Boston, MA, 1992. Zbl 0770.53001 MR 1183224

A. Douady and I. Hubbard, On the density of Strebel differentials. Invent. Math. 30 (1975),
175-179. Zbl 0371.30017 MR 0396936

A. Fathi, F. Laudenbach, and V. Poénaru, Travaux de Thurston sur les surfaces. Asferisqite
66—07 (1979). Zbl 0731.57001 MR 1134426

F. P. Gardiner, Teichmiiller theory and quadratic differentials. Pure Appl. Math. (N. Y.),
Wiley-Interscience, New York 1987. Zbl 0629.30002 MR 0903027

F. P. Gardiner and H. Masur, Extremal length geometry of Teichmiiller space. Complex
Variables Theory Appl. 16 (1991), 209-237. Zbl 0702.32019 MR 1099913

I. L. Harer, The cohomology of the moduli space of curves. In Theory of moduli (E. Ser-
nesi, ed.), Lecture Notes in Math. 1337, Springer-Verlag, Berlin 1980. Zbl 0707.14020
MR 0963064

J. Hubbard and H. Masur, Quadratic differentials and foliation. Acta Math. 142 (1979),
221-274. Zbl 0415.30038 MR 0523212

Y. Imayoshi and M. Taniguchi, An introduction to Teichmiiller spaces. Springer-Verlag,
Tokyo 1992. Zbl 0754.30001 MR 1215481

I. A. Jenkins, On the existence of certain general extremal metrics. Ann. of Math. 66 (1957),
440-453. Zbl 0082.06301 MR 0090648

I. A. Tenkins, Univalent functions and conformal mapping. Ergeb. Math. Grenzgeb. 18,
Springer-Verlag, Berlin, Gottingen, Heidelberg 1958. Zbl 0083.29606 MR 0096806

S. P. Kerckhoff, The asymtopic geometry of Teichmiiller space. Topology 19 (1980), 23-41.
Zbl 0439.30012 MR 0559474

7. L1, Quasi-conformal mappings and their applications to the theory of Riemann surfaces.
Chinese Academic Press, 1988.

I. Liu, A new coordinate of Teichmiiller space. Sci. China Ser. A 44 (2001), 1523-1530.
Zbl 1009.30025 MR 1893048

J. Liu, On the existence of Jenkins—Strebel differentials. Bull. London. Math. Soc. 36
(2004), 365-377. Zbl 1057.30039 MR 2038724

A. Marden, Geometric relations between homeomorphic Riemann surfaces. Bull. Amer.
Math. Soc. (N. 8.) 3 (1980), 1001-1017. Zbl 0467.30035 MR 0585180

A. Marden and H. Masur, A foliation of Teichmiiller space by twist invariant disks. Math.
Scand. 36 (1975), 211-228. /bl 0318.32019 MR 0393584

A. Marden and K. Strebel, The heights theorem for quadratic differentials on Riemann
surfaces. Acta Math. 153 (1984), 153-211. Zbl 0577.30038 MR 0766263

A. Marden and K. Strebel, A characterization of Teichmiiller differentials. J. Differential
Geom. 37 (1993), 1-29. Zbl 0790.30031 MR 1198598



240

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]

[28]

[29]

[30]

[31]

[32]

[33]

[34]

[35]

J. Liu CMH

H. Masur, On a class of geodesic in Teichmiiller spaces. Ann of Math. 102 (1975), 205-221.
Zbl 0322.32010 MR 0385173

H. Masur, Jenkins-Strebel differentials with one cylinder are dense. Commeni. Math. Hely.
54 (1979), 179-184. Zbl 0407.30036 MR 0535053

C. Pommerenke, Univaleni funcrions. Studia Mathematica/Mathematische [ehrbiicher 235,
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Gottingen 1975. Zbl 0298.30014 MR 0507768

H. Renelt, Konstruktion gewisser quadratischer Differentiale mit Hilfe von Dirichletinte-
gralen. Math. Nachr. T3 (1976), 125-142. 7Zbl 0374.30017 MR 0499132

K. Strebel, Uber quadratische Differentiale mit geschlossenen trajektorien und extremale
quasikonforme Abbidungen. In Festband zum 70. Geburistag von Rolf Nevanlinna,
Springer-Verlag, berlin 1965/1966, 105-127. Zbl 0156.09002 MR 0209470

K. Strebel, Bemerkungen Uber quadratische Differentiale mit geschlossenen Trajektorien.
Ann. Acad. Sci. Fenn. Ser. A 1405 (1967), 1-12. Zb1 0158.32501 MR 0223564

K. Strebel, On quadratic differentials with closed trajectories and second order poles.
J. Analyse Math. 19 (1967), 373-382. /bl 0158.32402 MR 0224808

K. Strebel, On the trajectory structure of quadratic differentials. In Discontinuous groups
and Riemann surfaces (ed. L. Greenberg), Ann. of Math. Stud. 79, Princeton University
Press, Princeton, N.I.; University of Tokyo Press, Tokyo 1974, 419-438. 7Zbl 0311.30021
MR 0393477

K. Strebel, On quadratic differentials with closed trajectories on open Riemann surfaces.
Ann. Acad. Sci. Fenn. Ser. A 12 (1976), 533-551. Zbl 0381.30024 MR 0480991

K. Strebel, Quadratic differentials. Ergeb. Math. Grenzgeb. 5, Springer-Verlag, Berlin
1984. Zbl 0547.30001 MR 743423

O. Teichmiiller, Untersuchungen iiber konforme und quasikonforme Abbildungen.
Deutsche Math. 3 (1938), 621-678. Zbl 0020.23801

O. Teichmiiller, Extremale quasikonforme Abbildungen und quadratische Differen-
tiale. Abh. Preuss. Akad. Wiss. Math.-Naturw. Kl 22 (1939) 1-197. Zbl 0024.33304
MR 0003242

W. Thurston, The geometry and topology of three manifolds, Princeton University Press,
Princeton, N.J., 1977.

B. Zwiebach, How covariant closed string theory solves a minimal area problem. Commi.
Math. Phys. 136 (1991), 83—118. Zbl 0725.30032 MR 1092571

Received March 7, 2005; revised December 27, 2005

Jinsong Liu, Institute of Mathematics, Academy of Mathematics & System Sciences, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080, P. R. China

E-mail: liujsong @math.ac.cn



	Jenkins-Strebel differentials with poles

