
Zeitschrift: Commentarii Mathematici Helvetici

Herausgeber: Schweizerische Mathematische Gesellschaft

Band: 27 (1953)

Artikel: Generalization of a geometrical theorem of Euler.

Autor: Truesdell, C.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-21896

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-21896
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Generalization of a geometrieal theorem
of Euler

By C. Truesdell
Graduate Institute for Applied Mathematics, Indiana University

In his first dérivation of the équation of continuity in hydrodynamics1)
Euler calculated the change in area of an infinitésimal triangle and the
change in volume of an infinitésimal tetrahedron when their vertices are
carried through an infinitésimal motion in time dt He discards terms
0 (dt2) in the displacements, but his subséquent calculation of area and
volume is algebraically exact. For the volume change A V he obtains

-^ /1* + /Bcft» + /3ctt» (1)

where Il9/2, /3 are the sum of the one-, two-, and three-rowed principal
minors of the velocity gradient matrix and for the area change an anal-

ogous formula. Since terms 0 (dt2) hâve been neglected in the displacements,

the formula (1) is in gênerai false. Of course, the leading term is
ail that is required to dérive the continuity équation, and the leading
term is correct. Euler's subséquent dérivations of the continuity équation
neglect terms O(dt2) consistently, as previously had d'Alembert's in
spécial cases, and it is a trivial matter nowadays to construct a rigorous
proof making no outward use of infinitesimals at ail.

Now usually when an error is found in the work of Euler, after a
lapse of time sufficient for it to become remarked habitually in the
historiés, Euler is found to hâve been right after ail, if once rightly under-
stood. The présent error is noticed hère for the first time ; and, to break
with custom, so is the proper reinterpretation. While (1) is indeed false
in Euclidean kinematics, it turns out to represent a correct resuit in the
theory of affine motions.

Let a;bea vector in w-space, and consider the transformations

x (At + I)z, (2)

where A is an n x n matrix whose entries are éléments of a field, / is

x) Principia motus fluidorum, Novi Comment. Acad. Sci. Petrop. 6 (1756—1757)
271—311 (1761). This paper was written c. 1752.
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the unit matrix, and t is an indeterminate. If we wish to, we may choose

to interpret (2) as a continuous family of homogeneous strains.
Introduce the Euclidean définition of volume. Thatis, define the volume

of a paralleletope whose n -f- 1 vertices are 0 and x{, i 1, 2,..., n,
by the formula Tr - /rtVJ V det x{ (3)
Then follows — -F det Xi det [(At + /) x€]

det(At + I) det x{, (4)
Vdet(At + I)

By the expansion of the secular déterminant follows

F n

where It the sum of the i-rowed principal of A, or, equivalently,
the ith elementary symmetric fonction of the proper numbers of A
It is this resuit which Euler proved by explicit calculation in the cases

n 2,3 Thus Euler is the discoverer of the secular expansion. From
the manner in which he obtained the Ir it is clear though not actually
proved that they are indeed invariants.

From (5) follows

drf f Ir r 1 2 n

r\V dtr t==0 \ 0, r^n
yielding a geometrical interprétation for the principal invariants Ir of
an arbitrary matrix.

By means of a known theorem2), when t and the entries of A are com-
plex numbers from (6) and (5) we get

Jr (r-l)l dtr

logir=i:-t^-

(7)

where Jr the sum of the rth powers of the proper numbers of A
It is not difficult to show that the reciprocal of the radius of convergence
of (8) is the greatest among the absolute values of the proper numbers
of A When A is Hermitian, several corollaries regarding the signs of
the successive derivatives of log F may be read off from (7).

(Received February 13, 1953)

2) E. g. §132 of Burnside and Panton, Theory of Equations, 2nd éd., Dublin
(1886).

234


	Generalization of a geometrical theorem of Euler.

