Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 51 (2024)

Heft: 1: Behind the incense clouds, the dark corners of the Catholic Church
appear

Vorwort: Priests : from protectors to abusers

Autor: Lettau, Marc

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Contents Editorial
Priests: from protectors

4 Focus to ahusers
Report documenting a huge number of
sexual assaults rocks the Catholic Church

8 News

9 Report
A growing number of Swiss households It is horrifying and shameful: hundreds of children and
are adopting chickens as pets young people, if not more, have suffered sexual abuse

from Catholic priests in Switzerland. Sexual assault is in-

excusable no matter who does it. However, when perpe-

trated by those who - in the eyes of children - stand for goodness and
safety as the upholders of faith and moral standards, it is even more
monstrous. Both for the victims and for the church itself. The Roman
Catholic Church in Switzerland being an extreme case in point. It was
the church itself that initiated the exploration of its murky past, but that
has in no way tempered the torrent of fury being unleashed against it.
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elected committees — are asking searching questions of the Catholic
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composition of the national government is in its worst crisis since the Reformation.
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A crack epidemic is raging through decline of religion in Switzerland has been becoming increasingly
Switzerland, with Geneva hardest hit apparent for decades. Our society is based on Western Christian values

and readily invokes these; meanwhile, the country is becoming ever-
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hered to the Catholic, Protestant or Jewish faiths. In 2020, the figure was

17 Switzerland in figures still over 60 per cent. Now, those who have no interest in the church or
People are moving home less; religion in the conventional sense already form the biggest “community
it's not hard to see why of faith”. The files from the Catholic Church’s archives that are now see-

ing the light of day are accelerating this change.
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24 Literature it's preferable to the upheaval that comes with populist movements. On
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the aftermath of an atomic bomb years — see page 18.
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