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Growing up in Canada,
education in Switzerland

The Swiss Abroad Cyril Dittli talks about his "try-out” days and
subsequent apprenticeship in a Swiss specialist bicycle shop.

“My name is Cyril Dittli and [ come from St-Isi-
dore, a village near Ottawa, Canada. I grew
up on a farm there and successfully com-
pleted high school. My parents emigrated
from Lucerne to Canada 35 years ago for a
new adventure. At that time, many Swiss em-
igrants moved to this region. So, [ always
had contact with other Swiss families and
my parents only spoke to me in German,
while I spoke English and French at school.
Every Saturday, [ went to the German lan-
guage school. At the time, I didn’t like hav-
ing to go to school on Saturdays, but now I'm
grateful.

Every summer [ was able to spend my hol-
idays at my grandparents’ home in Switzer-
land and in the tenth grade I attended the
Kanti Sursee for six months as an exchange
student. During this exchange semester, |
had the opportunity to do a ‘try-out’ week
in a specialist bike and bicycle shop. So later,
when [ applied by phone from Canada for an
apprenticeship as a bicycle mechanic, the
company took me on as an apprentice with

open arms. A month later, I packed my bags
and moved to Meggen, Lucerne. It’s the per-
fect location. I can cycle to the shop in ten
minutes or to school in 20 minutes. That
would be unimaginable in Canada!

It wasn’t that difficult to get used to voca-
tional school here in Switzerland. Life in
Switzerland is certainly different from Can-
ada, but I find it interesting to get to know
the Swiss culture better. Everything is very
close in Switzerland.

The hardest thing for me was not being
able to see my friends from high school so
often. But we managed to keep in touch and
some of them even came to Switzerland to
visit me on holiday. What I like most is how
independent | have become. After I finish my
apprenticeship, [ will continue to work here
because [ appreciate the discipline and the
joy of good work.

As the high cost of living in Switzerland
is not a myth,  would never have been able
to start an apprenticeship in Switzerland
without the financial support of my home

Cyril Dittli: “It’s so brilliant that you can go skiing here in the morning and in the afternoon, you can blast down the
trails on your bike in a T-shirt, almost like in summer.” Photo provided
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Cyril Dittli loves winter and summer sports. Photo provided

canton of Uri. I would also like to thank ed-
ucationsuisse and its staff, who supported
me with my scholarship application and
helped me with any questions I had. I was
able to have lunch with my grandparents
every day and my parents helped me with
administrative tasks and often gave me emo-
tional support over the phone. It wasn’t al-
ways easy living alone and so far away from
home for the first time. A big thank you also
goes to my training company, which gave
me the opportunity to do an apprenticeship
in Switzerland.”

|
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educationsuisse,
education in Switzerland,
Alpenstrasse 26,

3006 Berne, Switzerland
Tel. +41 31 356 61 04;
info@educationsuisse.ch;
www.educationsuisse.ch




Democracy in action:
improving the CSA election process

The 2025 elections to the Council of the Swiss Abroad will see fundamental changes
to the way votes are cast around the world. Two delegates currently serving on the Council

talked about these developments.

INTERVIEW: ANDREAS FELLER

In 2025, the Swiss Abroad will elect the peo-
ple to represent them on the Council of the
Swiss Abroad (CSA), the de facto “Parliament
of the Fifth Switzerland”, for another four-
year mandate. Once they are elected, CSA
delegates will represent the interests of the
Swiss expatriate community vis-a-vis the
Swiss authorities. As we explained in the last
edition of “Swiss Review”, a working group
has been entrusted with the job of making
the CSA elections more transparent and
democratic. It believes that the introduction
of direct elections, focusing particularly on
a reliable e-voting system, is the way for-
ward. Provided they are registered with
their local embassy or consulate, any Swiss
citizen aged 18 or over will be entitled to

“We want the CSA to have
greater legitimacy and to
better reflect the diversity of
the Swiss expatriate

community.”
Stephan Frei, Germany. Photo provided

vote in the direct elections due to take place
next year in 13 electoral constituencies
(countries or groups of countries). In addi-
tion to voting, people can stand for election
to the CSA within these 13 electoral constit-
uencies.

Modernising the election system to boost
voter participation is nothing less than de-
mocracy in action. What has the reaction
been in the electoral constituencies partic-
ipating in this process? We asked Stephan
Frei, CSA delegate from Germany, and Rolf
Blaser, the Sri Lanka-based CSA delegate for
the Central, West and South Asia electoral
constituency, for some feedback.

How were elections to the CSA conducted in
your constituency bhefore the introduction of
direct voting?

Stephan Frei: Previously, delegates were
elected by the presidents of the 40 or so
Swiss associations that make up the German
section of the Organisation of the Swiss
Abroad.

Rolf Blaser: At the last election, the Swiss
Circle Sri Lanka was the only recognised
Swiss association in our constituency con-
sisting of 24 countries. The Swiss Circle Sri
Lanka asked its members to submit their
candidacies ahead of the general assembly
— the meeting at which the election of CSA
delegates for the 2021-25 legislative period
subsequently took place.

What efforts are you making to engage with
Swiss in your region ahead of the 2025
elections?

Stephan Frei: We have a website, an increas-
ingly popular Instagram channel, a newslet-
ter, and a new swisscommunity.org group
dedicated to Swiss living in Germany. We
also rely on the regional editions of “Swiss

“This is democracy
in its purest form and
a true testament to

Swiss culture and equality.”
Rolf Blaser, Sri Lanka. Photo provided

Review”, because these are circulated to
most Swiss living in Germany.

Rolf Blaser: In Sri Lanka, we meet regularly
in person ten to 12 times a year. These gath-
erings are a chance to interact as well as cel-
ebrate Swiss culture in different ways. We
continually update our Facebook, LinkedIn
and Instagram accounts in addition to our
website. We also have an email newsletter
containing details of future events. Further-
more, a regional newsletter with relevant
information for the entire constituency is
sent to all embassies and consulates for for-
warding.

What do you hope the switch to direct
elections will achieve?

Stephan Frei: We want the CSA to have
greater legitimacy and to better reflect the
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diversity of the Swiss expatriate community.
This is possible if the majority of Swiss
Abroad can elect their local delegates.

Rolf Blaser: Thanks to this change, all regis-
tered Swiss nationals can now stand for elec-
tion as well as vote, regardless of whether or
not they belong to a recognised Swiss asso-
ciation. This is democracy in its purest form
and a true testament to Swiss culture and
equality.

What you need to know

To cast your vote in the CSA elections,
you will need to be registered under a
valid email address at your local consu-
late or embassy by 31 January 2025 at
the latest. This is because voters will
receive voting instructions directly by
email from the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA).

Voting will be possible from Friday,
11 April 2025.

Anyone who not only wishes to vote but
also wants to stand for election to the
CSA should contact their local election
coordinator without delay.

Application forms must be submitted by
15 February 2025.

The list of participating countries and
the contact details of local election
coordinators are available on the official
election website:
www.swisscommunity.org/de/elections
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Are Swiss Abroad affected by ETIAS?

Question: | have heard that the new ETIAS rules will come into force
in spring 2025, and | am now wondering what impact this will have
on Swiss Abroad. Do the rules apply to us?

Answer: In future, travellers will need to
have an ETIAS travel authorisation to enter
most European countries, including Swit-
zerland (ETIAS stands for European Travel
Information and Authorisation System). But
in practice, this will only apply to nationals
from visa-exempt countries who wish to
travel to Europe for a short-term stay of up
to 90 days. Travellers will be able to apply
online for an ETIAS travel authorisation.
ETIAS is linked to a traveller’s passport and
is valid for up to three years or until the
passport expires, whichever comes first.
According to the State Secretariat for Migra-
tion (SEM), ETIAS is expected to go live in
May 2025 at the earliest.

No need to worry: if you are a Swiss
Abroad with a Swiss passport, you will still
be able to enter Switzerland — and most
European countries for that matter — uncon-
ditionally. Article 24 of the Swiss Federal
Constitution guarantees freedom of domi-
cile to all Swiss in Switzerland.

ETIAS travel authorisation could, how-
ever, be of relevance to members of your

family. If they do not hold Swiss citizenship
and are nationals of one of the visa-exempt
countries, they will need an ETIAS travel
authorisation to enter Switzerland in future.

It will be possible to fill out the ETIAS
application form using either the official
ETIAS website or the ETIAS mobile applica-
tion. Applying for an ETIAS travel authori-
sation will cost 7 euros. Applications will
normally be processed within minutes.
However, it may take longer if you are re-
quested to provide additional information
or documentation to support your applica-
tion. This is why you should apply for an
ETIAS travel authorisation well in advance
of your planned journey.

Please note that a valid ETIAS travel
authorisation does not guarantee automatic
right of entry. When you arrive at the border,
a border guard will ask to see your passport
and other documents and verify whether
you meet all entry conditions.

STEPHANIE LEBER, OSA LEGAL DEPARTMENT

Travellers holding Swiss passports will be able to enter Switzerland without an ETIAS travel authorisation.
Passport holders of other countries who do not require a visa to enter Switzerland will have to apply for
ETIAS travel authorisation. Photo: Keystone



A summer full of
great surprises

The 2025 FYSA summer camp schedule
for children aged eight to 14

Winter is barely upon us, and we are already thinking of next sum-
mer. After all, we want to hit the ground running when our holiday
camp summer season begins, ensuring that our young camp partic-
ipants have the time of their lives. And we have a few choice sur-
prises in store next year:

1. Children can now go on a “Swiss trip” even if they have been on
one before.

2. All children from Swiss schools abroad can take part in our holi-
day camps.

3. The holiday camp starting in mid-July has been extended by one day,
so that as many children as possible can celebrate Swiss National
Day together.

There are of course other new things that you can read about in our

2024 annual report, which is available on our website. We are al-

ready looking forward to next year, when we hope to see many new

and familiar faces. Here is our summer schedule (please visit our
website for further details):

Adelboden (canton | 5; | o 4 July 2025 10-14

of Berne)

Swiss trip 1 25 June — 4 July 2025 12-14
Sedrun (canton of

Crisgs) 4-18 July 2025 12-14
Bellevue (canton of

Vaud) 9-18 July 2025 8-11
Swiss trip 2 9-18 July 2025 12-14
Uster (canton of

D) 19 July — 2 August 2025 12-14
Bellevue (canton of

Vaud) 19 July — 2 August 2025 8-11
Swiss trip 3 23 July — 2 August 2025 12-14
Fieschertal (canton

of Valais) 2-15 August 2025 10-14
Swiss trip 4 6-15 August 2025 12-14

You can sign up for the camps from 00:00 (CET) on Tuesday, 14 January
2025. To get you in the mood, the online version of this article in-
cludes three short videos with footage from our holiday camps in
2024: www.revue.link/clip

DAVID REICHMUTH / ISABELLE STEBLER, FYSA

—

@PJ;;:} Stiftung fiir junge Auslandschweizer

“QECPG Fondation pour les enfants suisses a I'étranger
& 5.3 The foundation for young swiss abroad
ﬁf.\sx Fondazione per i giovani svizzeri all'estero

Foundation for Young Swiss Abroad (FYSA) E E
Alpenstrasse 24, 3006 Berne, Switzerland [T 7]
Email: info@sjas.ch

www.sjas.ch E

The OSA Youth Service summer camp schedule
for young people aged 15 to 18

Attending a holiday camp in Switzerland means experiencing the
majestic Alps, making friends with fellow young Swiss Abroad from
around the world, and discovering Swiss culture. From hiking, to
swimming in crystal-clear lakes, to spending evenings around the
campfire — every day is a unique adventure.

Conceived and organised by the Youth Service of the Organisation
of the Swiss Abroad (OSA), our camps offer young people the op-
portunity to connect with their Swiss roots and enjoy a formative,
unforgettable time. A summer in Switzerland is the perfect oppor-
tunity to have fun and make memories for life. Here is an overview
of our holiday camps in 2025, which are geared to young people
aged 15 and older:

Swiss Challenge, throughout Switzerland | 5-18 July 2025

Sport and leisure camp, including Swiss
National Day celebrations, in Sainte-Croix ' 19 July—2 August 2025
(canton of Vaud)

Sport and leisure camp in Sainte-Croix

(canton of Vaud) 2-15 August 2025

In addition to our holiday camps in 2025, webinars addressing the
issues at stake in upcoming federal popular votes will also be avail-
able throughout the year. These webinars are aimed specifically,
but not exclusively, at young Swiss Abroad.

Further information on all Youth Service offers is available on the
www.swisscommunity.org website. Direct link to youth offers:
www.revue.link/youthoffers

You can sign up online for the holiday camps, from 14 January 2025,
14:00 (Swiss time) to 15 March 2025. For additional details, please do
not hesitate to contact the Youth Service.

MARIE BLOCH, OSA YOUTH SERVICE

—

Swiss '

Community

Youth Service of the Organisation

of the Swiss Abroad,

Alpenstrasse 26, 3006 Berne, Switzerland
Email: youth@swisscommunity.org
WWW.Swisscommunity.org

Tel. +41 31 356 61 25
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Discussion

Our intrepid reporter cycled through Jura in the last edition

of “Swiss Review”,

inspiring many readers in the process.

Some of them now intend to explore Switzerland’s youngest

canton by bike themselves. Just one note of caution: the Jura
region is anything but flat; you cycle either uphill or downhill.
And some of the gradients are stiff, to put it mildly. So, enjoy

the ride but take your time.

The freedom to be different — Jura,
Switzerland’s youngest canton

PERNETTE ZUMTHOR, ARLES, FRANCE

Thank you for this detailed and very well-re-
searched article. I also enjoyed reading it
because it has given me a few great ideas for

cycling around Jura myself.

MARKUS LUTTIN, SPAIN

I used to live in Jura during those pre-ref-
erendum years covered in your article. Aged
12, l remember helping out at a family farm
near Delémont. The adults at the dinner ta-

ble would often talk about the pros and cons
of establishing the canton of Jura. The griev-
ances were certainly real, because Berne’s
cantonal government made life more diffi-
cult for many people in Jura. This sowed the
seed of political self-determination — a goal
that became more and more imperative.
And in hindsight we can say that establish-
ing the new canton was evidently the right

decision. Otherwise, Moutier would not have
voted to join Jura too. Things have indeed
calmed down since then, so the solution to
the Jura puzzle could not have been more
Swiss.

BARBARA SURBER, LIMA, PERU

Many thanks for keeping people like me up
to speed with events in Switzerland — and for
covering themes like the one dealt with in
this article.

CORRECTION
We like to be accurate, which is why we need
to correct the date of the all-important 1974
popular vote that we gave in our article
about the canton of Jura in “Swiss Review”
5/2024. The plebiscite in Berne-administered
Jura, which led to the eventual creation of
the new canton, did in fact take place on
23 June 1974, and not on 23 March 1974.

THE “SWISS REVIEW” EDITORIAL TEAM

Switzerland’s contentious motorway
expansion plan

WILL MOWAT, UK

I invite everyone to look up the terms “in-
duced demand” and “generated demand” in
connection with transport planning. One
soon sees that providing ever more traffic
capacity is completely unsustainable. Act in
haste, repent at leisure.

Donations, big and small, from our readers
were of huge support to our magazine in
2024. Despite growing cost pressures, they
helped us to continue producing the quality
journalism that our editorial team strives for.
They also reinforced the sense that readers in
the “Fifth Switzerland” regard “Swiss Review”
as their magazine. We very much hope to
count on your support again in 2025 and
are grateful for your contribution, because
every little helps.

MARC LETTAU, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The bank details for the transfer of voluntary
subscriptions are as follows:

www.revue.link/creditrevue

www.revue.link/revue

IBAN: CH97 0079 0016 1294 4609 8
Bank: Berner Kantonalbank
Bundesplatz 8

CH-3011 Berne

BIC/SWIFT: KBBECH22

Beneficiary: BEKB Bern, Account
16.129.446.0.98,

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad, FAO Mr A.
Kiskery, Alpenstrasse 26, CH-3006 Berne
Reference: Support Swiss Review

Email:
revue@swisscommunity.org

Read it the way it’s printed. h

You can enjoy a clear, easily readable version of “Swiss Review” on your

tablet or smartphone. The app is free of charge and contains no advertising.

You can find the app by searching for “Swiss Review” in your App Store.
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