Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 51 (2024)

Heft: 2: Better to be safe than sorry : Switzerland increases its emergency
stockpiles

Rubrik: Imprint

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

A parliamentary group
for the “Fifth Switzerland”

The spring session of the Swiss parliament saw the reconstituted Swiss
Abroad parliamentary group convene for its first meeting — a fitting
juncture for us to look more closely at the group.
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Bees, the Swiss Guide and Scout Movement,
and the “Fifth Switzerland” have little in com-
mon, you would think. But they each have
their own parliamentary group. Parliamen-
tary groups offer like-minded members of
the National Council and Council of States
the opportunity to meet, interact and share
views and ideas among themselves and with
representative groups from outside.

The “Fifth Switzerland” has had its own
dedicated parliamentary group for the last
20 years. The Swiss Abroad parliamentary
group was founded in 2004 to raise aware-
ness of issues affecting the international mo-
bility of Swiss nationals and to represent the
political interests of the “Fifth Switzerland”
more effectively. It therefore acts as an im-
portant link between the Swiss Abroad and
the Swiss Federal Assembly.

New members

The composition of the group changes at the
beginning of every legislative period. Some
members have come and gone, but Elisabeth
Schneider-Schneiter (Centre, Basel-Land-
schaft), Carlo Sommaruga (SP, Geneva) and
Martina Bircher (SVP, Aargau) remain in the
group as co-chairs. The group office — cur-

rently consisting of Nicolas Walder (Greens,
Geneva), Laurent Wehrli (FDP, Vaud) and the
Director of the Organisation of the Swiss
Abroad (OSA) Ariane Rustichelli — assists
them in their work. The OSA acts as a secre-
tariat to the Swiss Abroad parliamentary
group and prepares meeting agendas with
the co-chairs.

Discussing the political agenda

Meetings take place four times a year, at the
beginning of every parliamentary session.
Led by the co-chairs, members at these
meetings discuss the political motions put
forward on the agenda and their implica-
tions for the “Fifth Switzerland”. External ex-
perts are also regularly invited to provide
the parliamentary group with an in-depth
look at issues that are relevant to the Swiss
Abroad.

The primary objective in the new legisla-
tive period will be to work out how best to
meet the demands of the 2023-27 OSA elec-
tion manifesto. Based on the manifesto,
members of the Swiss Abroad parliamentary
group submit motions frequently or put
urgent questions to the Federal Council.
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