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26 Notes from the Federal Palace

The Swiss Abroad earn a place in the new Swiss passport
The new Swiss passport was introduced on 31 October 2022. It has been a long time coming, but the
"Fifth Switzerland" will now have its own dedicated passport page for the first time. As with the previous
Swiss passport, the holder's biométrie data will be stored in a microchip located in the cover.

Every passport is unique, allowing its
holder to prove their identity and nationality.

Passports are valuable documents. In
accordance with the Federal Identity
Documents Act, all Swiss nationals are entitled
to one of both types of identity document,
i.e. a passport and an identity card. The
Swiss passport in its current design is

around 20 years old.
Most recently, 2006 saw the introduction

of biométrie data in line with security
requirements. The new passport series
conforms to the latest identity document standards

and incorporates unique design
elements inspired by the Swiss landscape.

Switzerland's new full series covers the
standard passport, the diplomatic passport,

the service passport, the passport for

refugees, and the passport for non-Swiss
who live in Switzerland. During the years it
took to develop the new passport, the
cantons were informed of the various design

options and asked to provide feedback. A

majority of cantons voiced their support for
the progressive design endorsed by the
now retired Federal Councillor Simonetta
Sommaruga.

Traditional and cosmopolitan

at the same time-
the new biométrie Swiss

passport features an

additional page dedicated

to the "Fifth Switzerland".

It also has the latest

security technology,

including an electrotype

watermark representing a

quartz crystal superimposed

on the Swiss cross.

Photo: fedpol

Passport to features

"Fifth Switzerland" page

The new passport depicts the country's
diverse geography, breathtaking mountains,
and landscapes formed by water. Every canton

- complete with geographical area,
highest altitude, and cantonal flag -
features in the design. Meanwhile, the outlines
of cantonal buildings are a new visual
feature, only visible under UV light. The
federal government has also decided to dedicate

one of the visa pages to the 780,000 or
so expatriates who live in the "Fifth
Switzerland": alongside the 26 cantons, there is

also an inside page representing the
symbolic "27th canton" of the Swiss Abroad.

The history of the Swiss passport reflects decades of technological and social progress. Photo: fedpol
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Traditional and cosmopolitan

at the same time

The passport takes you on a virtual journey
through all of Switzerland's cantons in
order of their highest elevation. A continuous
landscape, from high mountains to rolling
lowlands, represents the unifying element
in the background. The cantons in this
order of sequence do not all share a border,
hence the contours depicted on the page
are a virtual representation of a typical
Swiss landscape. The new passport retains
the iconic red cover.

Very much in keeping with the overall
theme, the page containing the passport
holder's personal details features the highest

peak in the Gotthard massif, the Pizzo

Rotondo. The sources of Switzerland's main
rivers stretching beyond the country's
borders are contained within the Pizzo Rotondo.

This is where mountains and water are
intertwined as the main leitmotifs. Waterways
are the silvery thread that runs through all
26 cantons, from the Alpine peaks down to
the valleys. Taken as a whole, these visuals

epitomise the traditional but cosmopolitan
qualities of today's Switzerland.

Schweizer Pass
Passeport suisse
Passaporto svizzero
Passaport svizzer

•v"'X

52 Swiss passport

2022 The new family of identity docu¬

ments combines functionality
and aesthetics with countless

security features. Photo: fedpoi

The Swiss passport

has evolved overtime

The cantons used to be able to issue
passports before the First World War suddenly
made international travel much more difficult.

As a consequence of the hostilities, the
Federal Council enacted an ordinance on 27

November 1916, which specified that there
should be one standard passport application
form for the whole country. Initially, the
cover of the Swiss passport was green and

then brown. It was not until 1959 that the
passport's contemporary red livery and the
Swiss cross were introduced.

Back then, the document contained such

details as the holder's eye colour and their
profession. Children had their photos stuck

on to their parents' passport. The design
was updated in 1985, with the Swiss cross
moving to the centre of the passport cover.
Since 2003, the cross has been positioned
higher up. Biometrie passports were
introduced in 2006.

ERWIN GASSER,

CONSULAR DIRECTORATE, FDFA

The new mobile biométrie

passport device

The new biométrie data infrastructure

includes state-of-the-art mobile

biométrie passport devices at your
local Swiss representation abroad - a

new facility that enables you to have

your biométrie data captured without

the need to visit an embassy, a general

consulate or a regional consular centre.

This mobile biométrie service saves

Swiss Abroad from having to travel

long distances to renew their identity
documents. They can complete the

process near their place of residence

instead.

A limited fleet of mobile biométrie

devices are available for Swiss

representations to use. Whenever a

representation is planning to use one

of these devices, it will notify in

advance all Swiss registered in the

vicinity.
Make sure you renew your identity
documents before they expire. Depending

on staff and financial resources as

well as availability, it may only be

possible to use a mobile biométrie

passport device once every year or two

at your local representation. Note that

you can also renew any Swiss identity
document several months or even one

to two years before its expiry date.

All identity documents that have been

issued retain their validity until their

expiry date. The application procedure
remains the same.

To obtain the new Swiss passport, you

must arrange an appointment at your
local Swiss representation abroad for

the purpose of entering your biométrie

data.

Please order your Swiss passport or

identity card online at www.schweizer-

pass.ch. Your local Swiss representation

abroad will then deal with your

application.
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Switzerland in
your pocket
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The app for the Swiss abroad
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Federal votes

The Federal Council determines voting proposals at least

four months before the voting date. It has decided not to hold

a vote on 12 March 2023. The next voting date is

18 June 2023.

Everything you need to know about voting proposals

(voting pamphlets, committees, recommendations by Parliament

and the Federal Council etc.) is available at

www.admin.ch/votes or via the Federal Chancellery's Votelnfo app.

Popular initiatives

The following federal popular initiative have already been

launched at the time of going to press (deadline for the

collection of signatures in brackets):

Federal Popular Initiative 'Reshaping the economy into a

communitarian quota-based system' (10.07.2024)
Federal Popular Initiative 'Safeguard Swiss neutrality

(Neutrality Initiative) (08.05.2024)
Federal Popular Initiative 'Say yes to independent personal

financial provision' (25.04.2024)
Federal Popular Initiative 'Say yes to independent

naturopathy' (25.04.2024)

The list of pending popular initiatives is available in German,

French and Italian at www.bk.admin.ch > Politische Rechte >
Volksinitiativen > Hängige Volksinitiativen

Information

Notify your local Swiss representation of your email address

and mobile phone number, or of changes to these.

Register at the online desk of the FDFA via www.swissabroad.ch

to select your preferred format for receiving "Swiss Review"

and other publications. Both the latest and previous issues of

"Swiss Review" are available to read and/or print out at any

time via www.revue.ch. "Swiss Review" (or "Gazzetta Svizze-

ra" in Italy) is delivered free of charge either electronically by

email or as a print edition to the homes of all Swiss Abroad.

It is also available via the iOS/Android app "Swiss Review".
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