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beneath our feet. The Alps were formed when the African
continental plate came up against the Eurasian continental plate, thrust-
ing the earth’s crust upwards. Our present-day view above ground is but
a snapshot of this ongoing geological process.
If we lived long enough, we would notice the Matterhorn growing
by around 1,500 metres every one million years as the African and
Eurasian plates continue to collide. Likewise, we would see how the out-
side elements shave more or less 1,500 metres off the top of the Matter-
horn every one million years. This permanent give-and-take gets lost in
14 Report the supposed here-and-now of immovable, unyielding, rock-solid Swiss
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acute emotional impact.
18 Nature and the environment
We are recycling more plastic, We delve into this issue more closely in our lead article, with good reason
but we are also consuming more plastic following the one-million-cubic-metre avalanche of rocks that fell just
short of the village of Brienz-Brinzauls this summer - the latest in a line
20 Literature of dramatic landslide events that include Randa in 1991, Gondo in 2000,
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rock avalanche in June 2023. The Grisons hamlet had
been evacuated beforehand. Photo: Keystone
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