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beneath our feet. The Alps were formed when the African
continental plate came up against the Eurasian continental plate, thrust-
ing the earth’s crust upwards. Our present-day view above ground is but
a snapshot of this ongoing geological process.
If we lived long enough, we would notice the Matterhorn growing
by around 1,500 metres every one million years as the African and
Eurasian plates continue to collide. Likewise, we would see how the out-
side elements shave more or less 1,500 metres off the top of the Matter-
horn every one million years. This permanent give-and-take gets lost in
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receding in real time. The mountains themselves seem more fragile.
17 Switzerland in figures Dangerous rockfalls and landslides are a physical symptom of this
Lots of little Emmas malaise. They also undermine the myth of permanency and have an
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rock avalanche in June 2023. The Grisons hamlet had
been evacuated beforehand. Photo: Keystone
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