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a speed of 161 km per hour, leaving the previous record of General Mo-
tors in the dust.

Why are we looking back at this now? Because it raises the question of
why a once pioneering solar energy nation is now languishing at the

17  Swiss Figures back of the European mid table. The Biel crew brought home the silver-

ware, but they did not inspire any great transition in energy policy.

18 Politics
The impact of the 2019 elections This transition was finally made possible by the Swiss parliament in
A political scientist takes a look back September 2022. It decided that extensive solar power stations could

now be built in a very short space of time in the Alps. The driving force
Swiss parties react to the growing behind this decision was not utopia or enthusiasm; it was fear. The war
weight of the “Fifth Switzerland” in Ukraine is threatening energy supply even in Switzerland - and en-
ergy prices have risen massively as a result. It is no great surprise that

22 Lliterature there is an internal conflict at the heart of the new Swiss solar offensive,

as it plays natural resources off against each other: more energy from

24 From the Federal Palace natural sources, and less protection for the natural mountain land-
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