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REGIONAL NEWS

Editorial

DEAR READERS

Itis great to hear that South Africa has become a more
attractive operating environment for private business
- even compared to several European countries.
This is desperately needed in light of the general

South Africa:

SOUTHERN AFRICA

challenges in South Africa, particularly for
small businesses who make up the majority
of companies in the country. > Read the
full story.

WARM REGARDS, GISELA PIERCEY

SARS is making South Africa more like Switzerland

South Africa has become a more
attractive operating environment
for private business - even
compared to several European
countries —as recently - introduced
tax changes bear fruit, says
financial services firm PwC.

The company’s recent EMEA
(Europe, Middle East and Africa)
Private Business Attractiveness
Index for 2022 showed that South
Africa ranked 25th in the assess-
ment out of 35 total territories —
an improvement from 32nd
in 2021.

“The country is now ranked as
a more attractive operating envi-
ronment for private business
compared to several European
countries, including Hungary,
Slovakia, Croatia,
Greece and Romania,” said PwC.

Bulgaria,
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The group said South Africa is
becoming increasingly
friendly for foreign business.

tax-

“This is comparable to
territories like Malta (12th)
and Switzerland (15th), which
are traditionally viewed as
tax-friendly jurisdictions,”

PwC said.

PwC said that the regulatory
environment in South Africa is
now one of its leading attributes
on a sub-category level, with the
country now ranked 14th out of
33 countries.

PwC’s tax controversy leader,
Elle-Sarah Rossata, said that there
had been noteworthy changes at
SARS in recent years, which have
positively impacted the interaction
between the tax authority and
private companies.

GISELA PIERCEY,
EDITOR «SWISS REVIEW
SOUTHERN AFRICA»

The graph below
illustrates where
South Africa sits as a
destination for private
business:
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Kingdom
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Africa
Germany 4 Austria 15 Hungary 26
Denmark 5 Portugal 16 Slovakia 27
Netherlands 6 Lithuania 17 Croatia 28
Ireland i Italy 18 Bulgaria 29
Finland 8 Malta 19 Greece 30
France 9 Slovenia 20 Kenya 31
Norway 10 Czech 21 Romania 32
Republic
Luxembourg 1 Poland 22 Nigeria 33

Developments that have bol-
stered the service include new



leadership, the restructuring of
the organisation, the allocation of
resources to re-capacitate the
authority in the form of people
and technology, as well as bolster-
ing tax enforcement practices.

SARS has also been on a massive
hiring drive to boost the number of
specialists and achieve its nine stra-
tegic objectives, such as providing a
more streamlined, modern and
effective tax compliance authority.

The organisation has also ex-
panded its automated assessment
system to reduce the number of
taxpayers required to file annual
income tax returns. Furthermore,
SARS has unveiled its new Vision
2024, which aims to establish a

Botswana:

modern and trusted organisation
with high integrity.

According to PwC, out of all
nine metrics the EMEA Private
Business Attractiveness Index
analyses, South Africa’s tax and
regulatory environment ranks as
the highest performing metric in
14th position.

PwC said that although the
overall improvement is welcomed,
several business environment
challenges still need to be over-
come, namely in the private busi-
ness landscape.

South Africa is in the bottom
third of surveyed countries in this
metric,the firm said.

The group provided the follow-
ing graph to better illustrate the
tax authority’s performance:

SOUTH AFRICAN PRIVATE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT RANKINGS

Private busin landscape
ax and reqgulatory environment 14
ESG met
Education, skills, talent
Technology and infrastructure

Startup ecosystem

ARTICLE: BUSINESSTECH

Swiss president on first official visit to Botswana

The Swiss president, Alain Berset, has held
talks with Botswana focusing on bilateral
relations with the southern African country.

Berset was received by President Mokgweetsi
Eric Keabetswe Masisi and signed a declaration
of intent on cooperation in the health sector

in February.

The two-day programme also included a visit
to a renowned research institute in the capital,
Gaborone, the Keystone-SDA news agency said.

Berset was also due to meet representatives
from Swiss companies operating in Botswana and
leaders of the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) which is based in Gaborone.

Relations with regional organisations, includ-
ing SADC are a priority of Switzerland's 2021-24
sub-Saharan Africa strategy, according to an of-

ficial government statement.

It's the first official visit to Botswana by a

Swiss president.

ARTICLE: SWISSINFO
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Berset was received
with full military
honours in
Botswana.

© Keystone /
Peter Klaunzer

Berset (centre)
was invited for a
traditional dance
during the official
welcome ceremony
in Botswana.
Host Mokgweetsi
Masisi (left)
looks on.

© Keystone /
Peter Klaunzer
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Limbabwe:
Cultural Relations Between Switzerland
and South Africa, 1948-1994

The VP and Minister of Health and Child Care was in
Switzerland for the Sth Patient Safety Global Ministerial
Summit at the invitation of Mr Berset.

Switzerland, which already has companies with inter-
ests in Zimbabwe, is one of the first world capitals that is in-
terested in ramping up its investment portfolio in the country.

Swiss interest comes on the back of the Second
Republic's policy of ease of doing business, with President
Mnangagwa himself taking a leading role on that front.

"Initially, I gave him the bilateral greetings from his col-
league His Excellency Dr Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa,
he sent me with greetings to him," Vice President Chiwenga
said after the meeting. "We discussed quite a lot of the issues
that affect the health sector and the assistance which the
Swiss have given us. Swiss companies have even invested in
the cannabis oil in Zimbabwe. We have been having meet-
ings with some of their pharmaceutical companies here in
Switzerland, Roche and Novartis AG, in which we have

SWISS CLUB INFO

GAUTENG

Swiss RIFLE CLUB JOHANNESBURG

Contact: info@srcjhb.co.za
Website http:/www.srejhb.co.za

signed memorandums of understanding with them so that we
can get medicines and equipment from here.”

Meanwhile, VP Chiwenga told the Patient Safety Summit that
Zimbabwe was digitising its health management systems,
formulating quality assurance frameworks and was open to
strategic partnerships as it sought to guarantee patient safety
in its hospitals.

To achieve its goal and augment Government financing,
Zimbabwe would need strategic partnerships.

"Leveraging on the experience and know-how available in
Swiss companies like SICPA on fuel marking and product
tracing technology, we wish to establish strategic partnership
for easy tracking of medical commodities to improve and
strengthen Ministry Of Health and Child Care supply chain
systems," said VP Chiwenga.

"Establishment of fully fledged electronic health records
and a national health data repository using our home-grown
electronic health records system called Impilo, and advocating
for capacity development in Zimbabwe for production of
vaccines, medicines, and other medical commodities.”

ARTICLE: THE HERALD

C 083297 3803
SECRETARY: Chayenne Rusi,
secretary@swissclub.co.za

SWISS SOCIETY ALPINA

Pretoria,

Contact: Hans-Georg Bosch, President
T 012 347 8310, C 082 551 0222
swissclub.pta@hbosch.com

Swiss CounTry CLus
31 Moerdyk Street, Midrand
Contact: office: Max Waspe 083 412 0161,

different programs, with Swiss rifles,
provided by the club. Visit our Facebook
site or call Daniel: 082 569 9146

PRo TicINo PRo GRISCHUN BocclA CLuB

C 082569 8446

B We shoot every 4th Sat of the month,
from 9am. We normally shoot two

KWAZULU-NATAL

SWISS CLUB NATAL

Durban, Contact: President Philippe Lanz
C 0824932673, T 0317651625

p.lanz@absamail.co.zo
http:/www.swissclubnatal.org.za

T 011 805 3039 office@swissclubjhb.co.za
Website http://www.swissclubjhb.co.za/

Swiss COUNTRY CLuB REsT

«The Courier», T 011 805 3040

Devan Govender, C 079 519 3563,
Tue-Sat 11-21h30

Rest./kitchen, 11-24h Bar, Sun 10-17h

B Our Clubs of Society: Amicale Suisse
Romande, Boccia, Skittling Club.
Associated Groups: Swiss Choir, Swiss
Rifle Club, Swiss Golf, Senior Swiss Circle
meets every 2nd Saturday of the month
for Lunch, Swiss Ladies meet every

4th Thursday of the month for lunch.
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Johannesburg
Contact: Felix Gerber

gerber.felix@icloud.com

CAPE TOWN

SWISS SOCIAL AND SPORTS CLUB

& Swiss RIFLE CLus

P.O.Box 2279, Cape Town 8000
Contact: info@swissclub.co.za /
rifleclub@swissclub.co.za
PRESIDENT: Christian Schiess,
president@swissclub.co.za

C 079 088 8233

VICE PRESIDENT/Treasurer: Andreas
Reichmuth, treasurer@swissclub.co.za

B JASSEVENTS: Thisis held on the
second Friday of each month and will
commence at 2 p.m. and is held at Rolf
Klein Jass Stube, 3 Bona Terra Road,
Assagay (directions on our website).

B SPORT TARGET SHOOTING:
Held on the 4th Saturday of each month
(weather permitting) commencing at
08:30 a.m.- Nottingham Road (calendar
available on our website).
*For more up-to-date information regard-
ing times/venues/directions, please visit
our most informative website —

www.swissclubnatal.org.za




IV Regional news

LIMPOPO

Swiss CLUB FAR NORTH

Modjadjiskloof

Contact: Francois Schwalb

C +27 76 945 3948 francois@zz2.co.za

CLUB SUISSE DE MAURICE

President: Rudolf Koller

+230 5 80255 50
clubsuissedemaurice@gmail.com

Facebook: https:/fr-fr.facebook.com/
swissclubmauritius/

HONORARY CONSULATE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

DURBAN

CONSULAT HONORAIRE DE SUISSE /

HONORARY CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND IN DURBAN
Flat 1, Retford Hall

151 Lena Ahrens Road, Glenwood
Durban 4001

AFRIQUE DU SUD

Telephone: +27 83 767 28 32

Email: durban@honrep.ch

BOTSWANA

CONSULAT HONORAIRE DE SUISSE /

HONORARY CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND IN GABORONE
Bryte Risk Services Botswana

P. 0. Box 1221, 7th Floor Building 2
(Fairscape Tower)

Fairscape Precinct, Plot 70667
Gaborone, Botswana

Telephone: +26 771 54 3491

or+26 73 635 010

Email: gaborone@honrep.ch

IMPRESSUM

ZAMBIA

CONSULAT HONORAIRE DE SUISSE /

HONORARY CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND IN LUSAKA
697 Kalambo Road, North-End DBD
Lusaka, Zambie

Telephone: +260 211 224 580 or

+260 211 225 436

Email: lusaka@honrep.ch

NAMIBIA

CONSULATE GENERAL HONORAIRE DE SUISSE /
HONORARY GENERAL CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND
IN WINDHOEK

Craft Café Namibia

Namibia Craft Centre

Old Breweries Building

40 Tal Street

Windhoek, Namibia

Telephone and Fax: +264 816 507 075

MAURITIUS

CONSULATE GENERAL HONORAIRE DE SUISSE / HONORARY
GENERAL CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND IN PORT Louls
24, avenue des Hirondelles

Quatre Bornes

Mauritius

Telephone: +230 427 55 07

Email: mauritius@honrep.ch

Swiss Moving Service AG

worldwide moving service

to and from anywhere in Switzerland and the world

* Personal service and individual advice

» Door to door service for household goods, cars and motor bikes

« Full and partial container service to/from all major places in the
USA, Canada, Australia, Asia, Latin America, Middle East + Africa

Wiesenstrasse 39
CH-8952 Schlieren Zurich
Switzerland

DELEGATES OF THE ORGANISATION OF THE SWISS ABROAD FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA

Hans-Georg Bosch, aso@hbosch.com

0SA - Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad respansible for Southern Africa and representing Botswana,

Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Pierre-Yves Roten, pyroten@mac.com

0SA - Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad respansible for Southern Africa and representing Mauritius

Gisela Piercey, giselapiercey@gmail.com
Editor of Swiss Review Southern Africa

phone +41 44 466 9000

fax +41 44 461 9010
www.swiss-moving-service.ch
info@swiss-moving-service.ch

NEXT REGIONAL ISSUE DEADLINES

Issue Next Deadline Distribution
03/23 14/04/2023 12/05/2023
04/23 20/09/2023 20/10/2023

FOR ADDRESS CHANGES, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICIAL SWISS REPRESENTATION IN YOUR COUNTRY AND DON'T EMAIL THE EDITOR OF SWISS REVIEW SOUTHERN AFRICA. THANK YOU.

Swiss Review / March 2023



	Regional news : Southern Africa

