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28 Notes from the Federal Palace

How “Marriage for all” affects same-sex couples

With the electorate having approved the “Marriage for all” proposal in autumn 2021, same-sex couples will
now be able to marry from 1 July 2022 onwards. How does this change in the law affect people in other ways?
Does the amendment also have implications for Swiss Abroad?

The Swiss electorate voted yes to the

“Marriage for all” proposal in a popu-
lar vote on 26 September 2021 (see edi-
tion 6/2021 of “Swiss Review”). There

will also be implications for Swiss

Abroad when the relevant amendment

to the Swiss Civil Code comes into

force on1July 2022.

Same-sex couples in Switzerland
have been able to enter into civil part-
nerships since 2007, but they have
never been allowed to get married.
This will change when “Marriage for
all” comes into force on 1 July 2022.
Same-sex couples will then be able to
tie the knot in Switzerland too, while
no new civil partnerships will be per-
mitted.

Thelegal differences between civil
partnership and marriage mainly re-
late to the areas of naturalisation,
adoption, and reproductive medicine.
Simplified naturalisation, the right of
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Laura and Delia cutting
their wedding cake in
Regensdorf: after the

peaple said yes to
“Marriage for all” all
same-sex couples in
Switzerland can marry

from 1 July 2022.
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For same-sex couples who marry abroad before 1 July 2022 but have no
prenuptial agreement, the “Marriage for all” amendment has retroactive
implications with regard to the matrimonial regime. Under Swiss law, joint
ownership of property applies retroactively to same-sex couples (instead
of separation of property). For this reason, either same-sex spouse can
inform the other spouse in writing between 1 January 2022 and 30 June
2022 that their existing matrimonial regime will continue to apply until

30 June 2022. This declaration must be personally signed. (FOJ)

adoption, and access to reproductive
medicine are only open to married
couples.

Here are the possible implications
for Swiss Abroad:
B Unmarried same-sex couples can
getmarried in Switzerland from 1July
2022. Starting from this date, they will
be able to submit the necessary appli-
cation for preparation of marriage in
Switzerland to the relevant Swiss rep-
resentation abroad.
B Registered partners keep their sta-
tus. However, same-sex couples who
have registered their partnership be-

fore1July 2022 will be able at any time

to convert their (civil) registered part-
nership into marriage by means of a

joint declaration. The conversion dec-
laration can be handed in at any regis-
try office in Switzerland or at the cou-
ple’slocal Swiss representation abroad.
Conversion into marriage ataregistry

office in Switzerland can involve a cer-
emony, if the couple so desire. Partners

who enter into a civil partnership

abroad on or after 1July 2022 cannot

convert such a partnership into mar-
riage. They can, however, get married

in Switzerland.
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B Same-sex couples who have mar-
ried abroad and whose marriage has

been recognised in Switzerland as a

civil partnership can, from1July 2022,
apply to the cantonal marital status

supervisory authority of their home

canton to have their entry updated in

the Swiss civil status register. This is

because foreign same-sex marriages

are now recognised as marriages in

Switzerland. The entry will also be au-
tomatically updated when a change of
civil status (birth, death, etc.) hastobe

registered.

B Foreign heterosexual civil part-
nerships are now recognised as civil

partnerships in Switzerland. From 1

July 2022, couples in such partner-
ships can apply to the cantonal mari-
tal status supervisory authority of
their home canton for their partner-
ship to be entered in the Swiss civil

status register.
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B Married female couples will now
have access to sperm donations in
Switzerland. Provided the sperm
donation is conducted under the
terms of the Swiss Reproductive Med-
icine Act, the wife of the childbearing
woman will become one of the child’s
legal parents, and stepchild adoption
will no longer be necessary. The dona-
tion of eggs and embryos as well as all
forms of surrogate motherhood re-
main unlawful. (F0J)

For further information in German, French and
Italian, visit the Federal Office of Justice (FOJ)
website: revue.link/zivilstand

Couples with any questions on these matters can
contact the registry office/supervisory authority
of their home canton or their local Swiss
representation abroad. List of registry offices:
revue.link/zivilstandsamt

Kuala Lumpur (2022)
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Federal votes

The Federal Council determines voting
proposals at least four months before the
voting date.

Everything you need to know about
voting proposals (voting pamphlets, commit-
tees, recommendations by Parliament and
the Federal Council etc.) is available at
www.admin.ch/votes or via the Federal
Chancellery’s VoteInfo app.

Popular initiatives

At the time of going to press no new popular
initiatives have been launched.

The list of pending popular initiatives is
available in German, French and Italian at
www.bk.admin.ch > Politische Rechte >
Volksinitiativen > Hingige Volksinitiativen

Information

Notify your local Swiss representation of your
email address and mobile phone number, or of
changes to these.

Register at the online desk of the FDFA via
www.swissabroad.ch to select your preferred
format for receiving “Swiss Review” and other
publications. Both the latest and previousissues
of “Swiss Review” are available to read and/or
print out at any time via www.revue.ch. “Swiss
Review” (or “Gazzetta Svizzera” in Italy) is deliv-
ered free of charge either electronically by email
or as a print edition to the homes of all Swiss
Abroad. It is also available via the i0S/Android

app “Swiss Review”.
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