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From student to skilled worker

educationsuisse provides advice to young Swiss Abroad who come to Switzerland to further their education.
Melina Mutti is one such expatriate. She talked to us about her experiences after arriving in Switzerland.

“Igrew up in France, not far from my country of

birth. I'used to be able to see Switzerland on the
other side of Lake Geneva from my bedroom win-
dow! Growing up on the “wrong” side of the bor-
der is strange, because you never really feel at
home, however much you identify with either
country. Butit also throws up opportunities and
gives you plenty of life experience.

Asthe daughter of German- and French-speak-
ing bilingual parents, I was able to maintain a
connection with my home country because I
could speak Swiss German. I left Switzerland and
the canton of Berne when I was seven — and re-
turned in 2015 at the age of 21. After studying for
two years in France without any great conviction,
Iwanted to do something meaningful asa career.
IfeltIwanted to use my hands to make things that
were aesthetically pleasing and worthwhile. I
therefore decided to learn a trade and ended up

educationsuisse

Telefon +4131356 6104
infol@educationsuisse.ch
www.educationsuisse.ch
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at a fashion school in Valais to do an apprentice-
ship as a clothes designer specialising in women’s

fashion. This after studying Arabiclinguistics! At

first glance, the work seemed fairly straightfor-
ward for an “egghead” like me. But Ireally had to

put everything into getting a qualification at the

end of my three years there. Afterwards,Idecided

to go one step further and do a textile diploma at
a college of higher education. I had two options:

Zurich or Lugano. Without speaking a single

word of Italian, I chose Lugano — or the STA Lu-
gano fashion school (Scuola specializzata superi-
ore di abbigliamento e design della moda), to be

precise. It was certainly one of the best but also

one of the most difficult decisions of my life. Luck-
ily, I was able to fit very easily and quickly into

Ticino life. At the end of my two years there, [ was

completely bilingual and had a group of Ital-
ian-speaking friends.

Six years on since returning to Switzerland, and
Istill have noregrets about coming back. Coping
with change is always a challenge, and you often
need a helping hand. Over the years, my family
and I have always been supported by Swiss insti-
tutions and the Swiss community abroad.

Iam now proud to be teaching clothes design
at the same school at which I did my apprentice-
ship. Thanks to grants from my home canton of
Berne and to the people from educationsuisse
who assisted me during those years, I was able to
complete my training and find my own purpose
in life with a career that suited me. I now enjoy
helping to train young men and women and giv-
ing them a chance to strike their own path.”

Testimonies from young Swiss Abroad are regularly published
on the educationsuisse Facebook page and at www.education-
suisse.ch.

“Coping with change is al-
ways a challenge, and you
often need a helping hand,”

says Melina Mutti.
Photo provided

Voluntary subscriptions
to bolster printed edition

Readers who particularly appreciate receiving
the printed edition of “Swiss Review” may wish
to support it with a voluntary subscription fee.
Your support expressed in this way will help us
to offer the “Review” on paper in the same
quality for many years to come. The bank
details for the transfer of voluntary subscrip-
tions are as follows (please note: cheques
cannot be cashed):

[BAN: CH97 0079 0016 1294 4609 8
Bank: Berner Kantonalbank,
Bundesplatz 8, CH-3011 Bern
BIC/SWIFT: KBBECH22

Beneficiary:

BEKB Bern, Account 16.129.446.0.98
Organisation of the Swiss Abroad
Fao Mr A. Kiskery

Alpenstrasse 26, CH-3006 Bern
Reference: Support Swiss Review
Payments by PayPal: revueldaso.ch
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Filippo Lombardi succeeds Remo Gysin

Remo Gysin stepped down from his role as president of the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (0SA) at the end of
August. The Council of the Swiss Abroad elected former Ticino member of the Council of States Filippo Lombardi

as his successor.

MARC LETTAU

The Council of the Swiss Abroad, the
“Parliament of the Fifth Switzerland”,
left no room for doubt following its

meeting on 20 August: it emphatically
backed the election of Filippo Lom-
bardi from Ticino as the successor to
former National Councillor Remo
Gysin (SP, BS), who stepped down from
his role as president of the Organisa-
tion of the Swiss Abroad (OSA) after six
years. The new president is well known
to the OSA: as the former OSA
vice-president, Lombardi is familiar
with its current agenda; and as one of
the pioneers of the Swiss Abroad Actin
force since 2015, he knowsall about the
issues relating to the 776,300 Swiss
passport holders who live outside the
country. Lombardi is currently a city
councillor for Lugano. Until 2019, he represented the CVP,
since renamed “Die Mitte” (The Centre), in the Council of
States, of which he was a member for ten years.

Switzerland-EU relationship is still a challenge

In his farewell address, outgoing President Remo Gysin
talked about gratitude. He expressed his thanks for the en-
riching meetings with all the Swiss Abroad, who impressed
him with their “fascinating mix of feeling Swiss and open-
ness to the world”. In addition, he said he was not just leav-
ing “an OSA thatis on track” to his successor. There are also
major challenges to face. For example, Lombardi will have
to establish what the failed negotiations over a framework
agreement with the European Union mean for the 434,000
Swiss who live in the EU. Gysin’s verdict: “I am missing a
strategy from the Federal Council.” It is unclear, “just what
the Federal Council now wants”. Filippo Lombardi said the
Switzerland-EU relationship would undoubtedly shape the
beginning of his presidency. He doesn’t see it as his role to
tell the Swiss government how to orient its EU policy. How-
ever, he will demand that the government approach the sit-
uation of the Swiss wholive in the EU with due seriousness.
Otherwise expatriates will suffer the consequences sooner
orlater. In fact, Switzerland is already experiencing the first
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not inconsequential restrictions in the field of education

Filippo Lombardi, the
new 0SA president, con-
siders Switzerland-EU
relations and the rein-
troduction of e-vating

as priority issues.
Photo: Marc Lettau

(Erasmus) and research (Horizon). Lombardi sees the sec-
ond key issue as e-voting: many Swiss Abroad will be una-
ble to vote in Switzerland without it. That would lessen the
voice of the “Fifth Switzerland”. According to Lombardi,
the Council of the Swiss Abroad also needs to become more
representative. Again, e-voting is the answer.

The new Council of the Swiss Abroad has approved two
resolutions (see next page): it demands a “clear, transparent
strategy” from the Swiss government to maintain the
“achievement of freedom of movement” between Switzer-
land and the EU. It also wants all the vaccination certificates
issued abroad to be recognised within Switzerland, pro-
vided the vaccine is recognised by the WHO.
revue.link/euresolution and: revue.link/impfresolution
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The new Council of the Swiss Abroad

They are the political voice that represents the interests of the “Fifth Switzerland™:

the members of the Council of the Swiss Abroad elected for the 2021-2025 term. GROSSBRITANNIEN
A good third of the members are new to the Council. And once again, just under one A”f;f:ja?;ﬁ;gfw;:ﬁ

third of them are women. Michelle Hufschmid (new)
Franz Muheim
hmi Sundaramy(n

)
hanie Leu
A bitant (new)
Francoise Millet-Leroux

Claude Muller (new)

CANADA

Thomas A (new)
Antoine Belaieff (new)

Philippe Magnenat

Samuel Oettli (new)

Johann Roduit (new)

Suzanne M. Schirmann (new)

Marie Silletta (new)

BELGIUM

Florence Roth
René Strehler

NETHERLANDS

Giuanna Egger-Maissen
Raoul Thoos

LUXEMBOURG
Christophe Haelg (new)

DENMARK
Erna Kleiner

NORWAY *
~Heidi Mustvedt-Pliss

Olivier Prétre (new) oy
Jean-Jacques Richard (new) H)

SPAIN
USA Ernst Erich Balmer
Felix Egli (new) Gérald Richli

Robert Lensch [r.lew] Markus Thomas
Jean-Pierre Mittaz DOMINICAN REPUBLIC * Bruno Wiget
Daniel Rahm (new) PORTUGAL
Jeannette Seifert-Wittmer VENEZUELA* Thomas Kottmann (new)
Margrit Young-Zellweger Pierino Lardi
Franco Zimmerli MOFALD |
vacant
MEXIKO
Hans Broder (new) ) —lTALY_
Federico Rubli Gian Franco Definti
Regula Hilfiker
COSTA RICA* Nicold Solimano (new)
Iréne Keller Bachmann A fahm Trebbi MOROCCO & ALGERIA
Renato Vitetta (new) . S|
COLOMBIA Markus Werner Wiget yacan i
Karl Hans Schmid TUNISIA & LIBYA
PERL vacant ‘
Susanne Spittler (new)
BOLIVIA*
Annette Aernie Mendieta BRAZIL
Hanspeter Hafeli
A CHILE Michael Gustav Helfenberger (new)
Luisa Bodewin (new) Marion Scheel (new)
Angelina Senn (new)
[ PARAGUAY™ SOUTH AFRICA *
vacant Hans-Georg Bosch
ARGENTINA second seat vacant

Alexia Berni (new)

* The delegates from countries marked with an asterisk represent a country group Denis Quinodoz (new)

Miguel Angel Arregui (new)
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SWEDEN
vacant
vacant

GERMANY

Martin Abacherli (new)
Yvonne M. Diffenhard
Stephan Frei (new)

Anja Heise-Kintzen (new)
Christina Kallmeyer (new)
Albert Eduard Kiing

Sonja Lengning

Camillo Miller (new)

LIECHTENSTEIN
Olivier Kiinzler

FINLAND *
Martin Tapio (new)

CZECH REPUBLIC *
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SWITZERLAND
Hans Ambiiht
Francois Baur

Patrick Scherer (new)

AUSTRIA

Robert Beitlmeier
Ivo Diirr

Nicole Prutsch (new)

HUNGARY
John McGough

CROATIA *
Marija Komin

SERBIA*
vacant

GREECE
Constantin Kokkinos

TURKEY
Helen Freiermuth
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ISRAEL

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Urs Stirnimann

LEBANON *
Hermes Murrat

Erich Bloch

Monique Heymann (new)
Laurent Schwed

Ralph Steigrad

Roland Rino Biichel
Giampiero Gianella (new)
Filippo Lombardi

Elisabeth Schneider-Schneiter
Sabina Schwarzenbach

Carlo Sommaruga

Ernst Erich Steinmann (new)
Jean-Pierre Stern

Jacqueline Siffer, USA (new)

Lucas Metzger Beatrice Weber
Isabelle Moret (awaiting confirm.)  Laurent Wehrli
Robert Reich Sarah Wyss (new)
Monika Rilegger Peter Zschaler
Regula Rytz ein Sitz vakant
YOUTH SEATS

Luis Alberto Gostin Kramer, Chile (new)

RUSSIA *

Daniel Rehmann

SRI LANKA *
Rolf Blaser (new)

THAILAND
Adrian Meister
Josef Schnyder (new)

SINGAPORE
Alexandra De Mello

MAURITIUS *

EGYPT

Simone Hach (new)

ETHIOPIA*
Noel Frei (new)

KENYA*
Shazaad Kasmani

Pierre-Yves Roten

THE NEW 0SA EXECUTIVE BOARD

The strategic body, the 0SA Executive
Board, comprises the following members
as of 1 September 2021:

Filippo Lombardi, Schweiz, neu Président
Dominique Baccaunaud Vuillemin,
Frankreich (new)

Gian Franca Definti, Italien

Helen Freiermuth, Tiirkei (new)

Albert Eduard Kiing, Deutschland (new)
Lucas Metzger, Schweiz

David W. Marker, USA

Franz Muheim, Grossbritannien

Carlo Sommaruga, Schweiz

Carmen Trochsler, Australien (new)
Laurent Wehrli, Schweiz

JAPAN

Matthias Y. Sutter (new)

CHINA

vacant

HONG KONG

Patrick Heimann (new)

VIETNAM *

Claudius Rilegsegger (new)

PHILIPPINES *

Ismael Ozdes Sevket (new)
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5
o\

+ AUSTRALIA
Roland Isler

Beat Knoblauch
Carmen Trochsler

Katja Wallimqm Gates

NEW ZEALAND
Peter Canziani
Peter Ehrler
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The voice of young Swiss Abroad

Educational opportunities in Switzerland were discussed at the very first Congress
of Young Swiss Abroad. Characterised by lively debate, the event showed that many young people
in the “Fifth Switzerland” are interested in political participation.

MARC LETTAU
Participantsin the first-ever Congress

of Young Swiss Abroad naturally
would have had nothing against meet-
ing each other in person. But the event
took place online - as is routine these
days. However, the virtual format
proved a hit. Teenagers and young
adults from every corner of the world

- from France to Australia, from Sri
Lanka to Chile — were able to engage
with each other without eye-watering
travel expenses blowing a hole in their
budget.

Focus on voting at 16

Political participation was a key dis-
cussion point at the Congress, which
was held on 15 July and organised by
the Youth Service of the Organisation
of the Swiss Abroad (OSA) in collabo-
ration with the Youth Parliament of
Swiss Abroad (YPSA). YPSA President
Jacqueline Siffer (USA) opened pro-
ceedings with a question that domi-
nated the last “Swiss Review”: are
16-year-olds ready to vote?

This is a much-debated issue in
Switzerland at present, where voting
atl6isalready permitted in the canton
of Glarus. Any nationwide lowering of
the voting age from 18 to 16 would also
apply to young Swiss living abroad. But
whether the electorate would approve
itin a plebiscite is still anyone’s guess.

A broad range of views were aired
atthe Congress—very much reflecting
the discourse among young people in
Switzerland. Undoubtedly, there is a
great deal of interest in political par-
ticipation. Those at the Congress in fa-
vour of voting at 16 argued that young

Jacqueline Siffer
expertly moderated the
discussion

Marie Bloch
thinks the event was a
success

Melanie Oesch
gave a yodelling mas-
terclass

Mona-Lisa Kole
helps young people
understand the issues
before every federal
vote

people today have already been en-
gaged in politics for quite some time —
the issue of climate change is one ex-
ample. Listen to young people’s voices,
and society would have a more com-
plete representation, they said: “Teen-
agers often see things differently.” Po-
litical decisions taken now will have a
particular bearing on their futures.
The difference in maturity between a
16-year-old and an 18-year-old is neg-
ligible, so why not lower the voting age,
they asked.

Others at the Congress were less
than convinced, saying there was no
comparison between their experi-
ences and those of their Swiss-based
counterparts. Many live in countries
where there are no regular plebiscites

- in contrast to Switzerland with its
four voting days every year. Many also
feel unready to vote on complex issues,
referring to their lack of maturity and
therisk of being easily swayed by other
people.

Vote if you want to vote

However, the final consensus was that

lowering the voting age isa good thing,
because voting in Switzerland is op-
tional. If something interests you, you

vote. If it doesn’t, you don’t. One con-
clusion was that lowering the voting

age would probably make young peo-
ple moreinterested in exercising their
political voice as such. “It would en-
courage them to learn more about im-
portant issues.” Voting proposals are

often quite complex, but then people

who reached adulthood decades ago

often say the same thing.

Help from Easyvote

Swiss voting papers are certainly not

the clearest. Mona-Lisa Kole told the

Congress about her involvement in

Easyvote, a project that aims to make

politics easier for 18- to 25-year-olds.
Not only is Easyvote a useful resource

for Switzerland’s youth parliament,
the project also publishes a brochure

containing easy-to-understand infor-
mation on the issues at stake before

every federal vote.

Education in Switzerland

During the Congress, the Education-
suisse managing director, Barbara
Sulzer Smith, also gave an insight into
innovative, wide ranging and accessi-
ble gateways to education in Switzer-
land, while students from Junior En-
treprise Genéve provided tips on
entering the world of work - e.g. “how
to write the perfect job application in
Switzerland”. Then something com-
pletely different: Melanie Oesch of
Swiss folk group Oesch’s die Dritten
spoke to the Congress and shared
some of the secrets of yodelling. She
and her family delighted everyone
with their music.

Marie Bloch, head of the OSA
Youth Service, thinks the event was a
great success. “We deepened our ties
with these young people and noticed
their interest and enthusiasm,” she
said,adding that preparations for 2022
were already under way.
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