Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 48 (2021)

Heft: 5

Vorwort: Swiss healthcare : is it still fit for purpose?
Autor: Lettau, Marc

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Contents

20

22

27
30

Mailbag

Focus
Healthcare staff in Switzerland
are being pushed to the brink

Images
A snapshot of footballing
highs and lows

Society
When it comes to hemp,
Bernard Rappaz knows no bounds

Literature

Alfred A. Hisler’s work

“Das Boot ist voll” (The boat is full)
was a revelation to many

Science

A Swiss summer of extremes
News from your region

Report
Uetendorf (BE), the village so far
from the Swiss border

Politics
A controversial idea: drawing lots to
select judges instead of electing them

Swiss figures

SwissCommunity news
Filippo Lombardi succeeds Remo
Gysin as new President of the OSA

The new Council of the Swiss Abroad:

the names of all the elected delegates
Notes from the Federal Palace
Books / Sounds

Top pick / News

Cover photo: iStockphoto

Editorial

Swiss healthcare:
is it still fit for purpose?

It is a big number as well as being entirely abstract:
82,000,000,000 Swiss francs. This is the sum spent on
Swiss healthcare every year.Isitalot or not that much?

The best way to answer that question is to break
down the figure into something more tangible: Swiss
healthcare costs 800 francs per person every month.
Or 3,200 francs for the average family of four - every
month. A significant portion of these costs comes
straight out of the family budget. This makes obligatory healthcare premi-
ums in Switzerland impressively - or, depending on a person’s income,
depressingly — high. At the same time, Swiss healthcare is not just expensive
but also of excellent quality by international standards. Nevertheless, it is
still anything but perfect.

The “care” in Swiss healthcare is increasingly falling by the wayside as
workers are being pushed ever closer to their limits, something that was the
case even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. The pressure has become
unhealthy. Moreover, as an ageing society demands more of its healthcare
system, this pressure is only going to increase in the future. Healthcare work-
ers are putting their own health at risk, as reported in this edition’s Focus
article.

A popular initiative calling for an overhaul of the healthcare system will
go to a vote on 28 November. The initiative calls for an increase in staffing
numbers and a majorincrease in investment in training for the sector. Hardly
anyone claims that the demands are entirely without justification. At the
same time, the initiative presents a dilemma: increasing staffing numbers
would make healthcare even more expensive — and there is no known rem-
edy to heal all the ailments of the Swiss healthcare system.

Many Swiss Abroad have another adverse development to contend with
additionally. Since the Federal Council broke off negotiations with the Euro-
pean Union over a framework agreement, many Swiss Abroad, especially
those living in the EU, fear that they will be disadvantaged at some point.
Thisis adding to the resentment that many people in the “Fifth Switzerland”
have regarding the difficulties they face when registering their votes in Swiss
elections.

Therefore, the message for the newly elected President of the Organisa-
tion of the Swiss Abroad, Ticino politician Filippo Lombardi, and for the
radically overhauled Council of the Swiss Abroad is clear: their first duty is

to deal with a couple of familiar challenges. MARC LETTAU, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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