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Switzerland in cardboard
In Bern, tourists gather on the hour in
front of the Clock Tower built in 1405 and

wait spellbound for the movements and

chimes of the historic clock. The locals are

much more blasé about the capital city's
iconic landmark, with many even claiming

to have actually constructed the Clock

Tower (known as the Zytlogge)
themselves. In fact, this is not as outlandish as

it sounds. In spite of its uniqueness, the

tower has been built ten thousand times,

albeit from cardboard, as the "Zytglogge"
is one of the models in the basic range of
listed model buildings issued for sale in
Switzerland for the last 100 years and

mainly popular with children. The steeple

has been placed on the Zygtlogge

tower more than 70,000 times and both

towers flanking the Spalentor in Basel

have been formed a good 130,000 times.

However, that is a mere drop in the ocean

compared to Chillon Castle, which has

been constructed well over 500,000 times

with scissors and glue. And it is not just

buildings; Swissair planes, railways,
Rhine ships and paddle steamers have also

been assembled ten thousand times. Over

22 million landmarks and vehicles have

been thus created from 1919 to 2019. This

impressive total shows that modelling is

a part of Switzerland's cultural heritage.

The future of this cultural pastime is

uncertain as sales are falling. Suppliers are

also aware of "decreasing assembly skills"

among children. That is why the different

parts are now prepunched in the new
models. Nonetheless, proponents of
modelling do not accept that the discipline's

days are numbered. MARC LETTAU
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