
Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad

Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 46 (2019)

Heft: 5

Vorwort: Switzerland in 48 hours

Autor: Lettau, Marc

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Contents Editoriat 3

Switzerland in 48 hours

5 Maitbag

6 Focus

Tourism is booming; top Swiss

destinations are becoming crowded

10 Politics

Patience is needed: the path to the EU

framework agreement remains rocky

12 Images

An exhibition examines the moon's

power to fascinate

14 Society

The Léman Express will open Geneva

up to its surroundings

16 Literature series

How the writings ofAlbert Bächtold led

to Russians speaking Klettgau dialect

News from your region

17 Politics/Elections2019

Parties under the microscope:

the big election survey

22 Economy

Switzerland: the El Dorado

ofblockchain technology

24 OSA news

Congress of the Swiss Abroad

in Montreux

28 news.admin.ch

The latest on e-voting

30 Books/Sounds

31 Top pick/News

Anyone visiting Switzerland this year cannot have

failed to notice that the scrum around key tourist
destinations has become thicker than ever. Lucerne, for

example, is at its limits, groaning under the weight of
tourist groups numbering in the thousands. Inter-
laken is also bursting at the seams. On some days,

many of its local mountain railways are as packed as

any metropolitan rush-hour underground.
As the Focus article in this edition of the "Review" shows, the impression

is accurate. Switzerland is beginning to know the meaning of"overtourism".

In other words, beautiful towns and cities are learning how it feels for their
role in history to be overlooked as they become nothing more than a backdrop

to a hectic, parallel tourist world. One of the drivers of this is the sense

ofhurry. If the ever-growing groups ofguests from the Far East are only able

to afford "Europe in five days", then they have at most 48 hours to enjoy
Zurich, Lucerne, Bern, Interlaken, the Jungfraujoch and Geneva, not to mention

any experience ofeveryday life here.

This pace is increasing the pressure on our tourism highlights. More and

more guests are targeting the same places for the same experiences, and are

taking the same photos. Ifyou have not taken a selfie at the Rhine Falls, in front

ofLucerne's Kappellbrücke (Chapel Bridge), or up on the famous Jungfraujoch,

you were not there. Experts refer to this type ofbehaviour as "signalling".
This is by no means meant as a moral judgement as Swiss people experience

the world in a similar way, too - whether it is the Eiffel Tower, the Taj

Mahal, the Statue ofLiberty, or Uluru, taking a photo in front ofa well-known

landmark gives a point of reference -and confirmation. Journeying the road

less travelled is more challenging, as it is harder to share what fewer people

know. Travelling without collecting visual trophies is something that has to
be learned probably.

What's more, a tourist destination like Switzerland has a huge amount to

offer apart from just the hotspots. I tested this for myself, packed a rucksack,

and went hiking for a few days through the alpine foothills, camped at farms

and bathed my tired feet in beautiful rivers. There was no sign whatsoever

of "overtourism".

The last paragraph of this editorial is devoted to the coming elections. The

"Fifth Switzerland" is being bombarded by advertising from all the political
parties. At the same time, the political rights of the Swiss Abroad are coming
under pressure. There could not be more at stake. We put the parties under

the microscope, which produced some fascinating insights.
MARC LETTAU, EDITOR IN CHIEF
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