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Swiss francs a year to federal govern-

ment, the cantons and the communes.
The tax reform will secure this tax
base over the long term. The short-
sighted referendum called by the left

After the railway

jeopardises locational advantages
and puts many jobs at risk. The com-
panies subject to special taxation to-
day employ around 150,000 people in
Switzerland.”

fund

now the roads fund

On 9 February 2014, the Swiss people

approved the proposal to fund and

expand the railway infrastructure

(FERI) with 62 % voting in favour. This

means the operation, maintenance

and expansion of the railways can be

funded uniformly from a new railway
infrastructure fund. Itisnow the turn

of the roads on 12 February. A fund

solution is also being sought for mo-
torised transport. The Motorways

and Agglomerations Fundis intended

to secure the long-term funding of
the motorways and the federal con-
tributions to transport projects in ur-
ban agglomerations.

Swiss roads are often congested
and reports of traffic jams are heard
ever more frequently on the radio.
Some 85 to 90 % of all tailbacks occur
on motorways in urban regions. Pri-
vate motor vehicles have increased
over five-fold in Switzerland since
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1960, the infrastructure is being
pushed to the limit and operating
and maintenance costs are soaring.
As with the railway infrastructure
fund, all existing and new revenues
would be fed directly into the Motor-
ways and Agglomerations Fund in fu-
ture on a ring-fenced basis. In con-
trast to the current infrastructure
fund, the Motorways and Agglomer-
ations Fund would be permanent and
therefore enshrined in the Federal
Constitution. Thus the Swiss people
will also have to vote on it.

The current funding is only suffi-
cient for the increasingly costly main-
tenance but not for the completion of
the motorway network or the elimi-
nation of bottlenecks. A funding
shortfall of over one billion Swiss
francs a year is predicted. The new
fund would finance operation, main-
tenance and the completion of the

quired to be better planned and fi-
nancially secured.

Simplified
naturalisation

The path to naturalisation is to be
made easier for young, third-genera-
tion immigrants. While the issue ad-
dressed by a parliamentary initiative
put forward by the Vaud SP National
Councillor Ada Marra was adopted
by Parliament, the National Council
and Council of States decided on rig-
orousrequirements. There should be
no automatic naturalisation in future
either. The grandchildren of immi-
grants should only be granted citi-
zenship after applying. An applica-
tion would have to be made before
the age of 25 and by 35 during a tran-
sitional period. Parliament fears that
foreigners could avoid compulsory
military service through later natu-
ralisation.

At least one grandparent must
havebeen born in Switzerland or have
the right of residence, and one parent
must have been born in Switzerland,
have lived there for 10 years and at-
tended school there for five years. The
applicants themselves must in turn
have been born in Switzerland and
have completed at least five years of
mandatory schooling there. The pro-
posal must now be definitively
adopted by the Swiss people and can-
tons because as well as the Swiss Citi-
zenship Act the Federal Constitution
will have to be amended.
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