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Mailbag

IS is also recruiting in Switzerland.
An interview with the expert Eser Davolio

Thank you for this very interesting interview. The expert says
that the motivations of the Swiss jihadists “vary but are often
more ideological or political than religious. Religious factors
are overestimated. Those being recruited have a dichotomous

= view of the world: On the one hand there is the

Muslim world and on the other thereisthe West,
whose values, which are deemed tobe decadent,
have to be fought...” My question is: Is not their
ideology a system of beliefs or theories based, in
this case, on the religion of Islam? The prophet
of Islam, historically speaking, was a religious
leader but at the same time also a political and
military leader. The Quran says repeatedly that he is the exam-
ple every good Muslim must follow. In light of these facts, are
you not separating aspects here that need to be together? Do
they not feed on each other? 0SKAR, UNITED KINGDOM

The new man from Valais in the top job.
FIFA President Infantino under fire

According to details in the press, the new FIFA president, Gi-
anni Infantino, does not appear any better than his predeces-

sor. Let’s hope it is a short stay. KARL WICKI, THAILAND

Swiss development aid under pressure.
Federal government wants to make savings

I am not sure how many people in the First World are aware
that the global population will soon reach eight billion. How
many of them urgently need help? Estimates indicate 10 % or
perhaps even 20 %. The number who
actually receive help is a drop in the
ocean. I have lived abroad for most of
my adult life and have witnessed terri-
ble misery. What about people helping

) b themselves? That’s all well and good,

but the whole infrastructure costs a great deal. I am in favour
of aid abroad if it can help stem the tide of refugees. However,
these people will come in any case. ERNST RUTIMANN , THAILAND
I've lived in Central Africa for 11 years by the Congo River. In
my personal experience and view, providing humanitarian de-
velopment aid in disaster and crisis areas is the most effective
and beneficial way of showing our solidarity with the people
concerned.Ibelieve cutting this would adversely affect our rep-
utation. However, I would question direct financial aid from
our own country and the international community as it disap-
pearsinto the pockets of officials and those in high office. They
get rich while preventing and sabotaging economic develop-

Swiss Review / August 2016 / No.4

ment. Less can be more if the resources available are de-
ployed properly. Local knowledge and in-depth analysis of
thesituation are critically important in this. The staff of the
implementing institutions who remain in the protected
microcosm of their offices and homes cannot identify the
causes from there and are not able to take effective deci-
sions or action. In my view such “investment” is counter-
productive and damaging and should therefore not simply
be cut but thoroughly reviewed.

THOMAS ERWIN VON ARX, CENTRAL AFRICA

I have lived abroad since 1964 and have run a private and
highly successful aid organisation for 23 years. I am
ashamed of my native country because the Swiss govern-
mentis mean-spirited and xenophobic citizens are annoyed
about millions of economic refugees wanting to come to
Switzerland. Incidentally, we don’t need money from Swit-
zerland as we are now self-supporting and sustainable.
RENE SCHARER, BRAZIL

100 years of the 0SA: Mobility preferable to emigration.
Profile of Annemarie Tromp

The Swiss at home are not the only ones to be unaware of
the existence of the Council of the Swiss Abroad. The same
is true of 99 % of the Swiss Abroad.

MICHELE ETTLIN MOLLATTE, FRANCE

Swiss Post congratulates the
Organisation of the Swiss
Abroad on their anniversary!

retowinmoion. SWISS POST 1
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