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REGIONAL EDITION

OCEANIA

Consulate: Communication with the Consulate General in Sydney
Dear fellow Swiss in Australia, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Solo-
mon Islands, and Vanuatu

For some of us the use of electronic communication hasbecome
challenging. I am not so nostalgic as to wish back the times when
phones had a round wheel to dial a number, but have sympathy
forthose who struggle to cope with new technologies. The Consu-
late General of Switzerland in Sydney has been equipped with a
new phone system. The number remains unchanged 02 8383 4000.

A computer voice will guide you through a menu which will
connect you to the consular officer responsible for the letter of the
alphabet your family name starts with. Currently there are 7 con-
sular officers, all Swiss nationals, who provide consular services
for the 25'000 plus registered Swiss citizens. The consular staffhas
different work schedules; therefore you might not always speak
with the same person.

B Weanswer phone calls during the following times (AEST)
Mon-Thu: 09.00-12.30,13.30-16.00 and Friday 09.00-12.30

B Our office is open to the public: Monday to Friday from 9.00 to
12.00. If it is difficult for you to come to the Consulate during these
hours, please speak with the consular officer in charge of the consu-
lar service you require, as they may be able to arrange an alternative
appointment time with you.

B SwissPassports andID-cards: Applications for Swiss passports/
ID cards must be completed online: www.schweizerpass.ch or
www.passeportsuisse.ch or www.passaportosvizzero.ch. To com-
plete an application in English, please use the link “Application
procedure for Swiss nationals living abroad” which can be found
underneath the second logo on the above websites. Applicants
without access to the internet can receive assistance from the con-
sular officer in charge of your particular file. If you wish to have
your biometric dataregistered while visiting Switzerland orin an-
other country with a Swiss representation (which has a passport
station) you can do so by prior arrangement with the Consulate
in Sydney. The list with the available offices is also on the website.

Important: When completing the application, please mention
under remarks where and when you would like to have your bio-
metric data registered.

You need an appointment to register your biometric data
(photo, fingerprints) at the Consulate General in Sydney. Once your
online application has been submitted, checked and approved, you
will receive an email with a link to make an appointment in Syd-
ney. We process biometric data during office hours from Monday
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to Friday. On a trial basis, this service will be available in Sydney
in 2016 only on the following Saturdays (09.00-13.00):
B 2April/4June/2July/6 August/3 Sept/5 Novand 3 Dec.

The staff of the Consulate is very committed to a good and perso-
nal service to you. Do not hesitate to contact me personally if you
have any feedback in thisregard or if you were particularly happy
about something, which, thankfully, is generally the case.
Email: sydney@eda.admin.ch

Consulate: Swiss volunteer receives Australia’s highest honour
Over 50 years of volunteer service to any community shows huge
generosity and yet one of the latest recipients of the pre-eminent
Australian award, the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM),
seems genuinely surprised by being recognised for her work.
Sylvia Hochuli, born 1942 in Koppigen,
Switzerland, was granted the treasured Medal
for service to the Swiss community in Victo-
ria on Jan 26 2016. The Ambassador, Marcel |
Stutz, and the Consul General, Ernst Stein-
mann, attended the ceremony at the Swiss
Club of Victoria to commemorate the occasion.
Mrs Hochuli has been engaged with the
Swiss community and the community at :

largein Victoriasince herarrivalin Australia & ‘
in1964. Ever since, she has been fostering and promoting cultural
relationships within the Swiss community as a member of the
Swiss Club of Victoria (now as honorary life member) and as pres-
ident to this day of the Swiss Folk Dance Group Alpenrose. She was
also an inaugural committee member of the Trachtengruppe

Swiss Moving Service AG
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Schwyzergruess (Australian / Swiss Cultural Society), before be-
coming President thereof in 1986, a position she still holds today.

However, it is the other work of this previously unsung volun-
teer, which led to her nomination by the community for the award.
Since her arrival she has worked tireless to regularly visit and as-
sist elderly people at home or in nursing homes, arrange seniors
afternoon teas, 1st August luncheons, organise social outings and
so forth. She has also spent countless hours listening, which in a
recent interview with Adrian Plitzco from Echo Helvetia (SBS Ger-
man Radio) she terms as vital. She explains that the biggest thing
is to make time, to just listen, which is often difficult for members
of the families of the senior citizens who lead such busy lives.

Sylvia Hochuli came to Australia inspired by a visit to Switzer-
land in 1963 by her late husband, Fritz Hochuli. They were mar-
ried for 49 years and spent a large part of their marriage working
side-by-side in their butcher shop in Ormond and raising their son,
Dieter, who has now gone on to become a professor at the Univer-
sity of Sydney. Fritz Hochuli was also a very generous person, pack-
aging up off-cuts from his work, which the couple would then dis-
tribute to people less fortunate.

Mrs Hochuli is also very

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

SWISS AWARD

2000 CTOBER

grateful to the Australian
community and friends
who helped her establish
her life on this vastly dif-

2016
S DN ExY

Nominate yourself before June
2016 online

ferent continent. Asa part-
ing thought to others
thinking of volunteering

HTTPS://WWW.COGNITOFORMS.COM/
SWISSCHAM/SWISSAWARD20162

The Swiss Society of Victoria’s purpose is to assist
fellow Swiss in Victoria, old and young, who are
in need of financial or social support. If you are
experiencing difficulties, or you know of someone

who does, please contact us. We are here to help.
Supporting the

Swiss Community of

Victoria since 1879

Franz Schellmann — M: 0412 203 893 - E: schnellmann@dodo.com.au
Patrick Albert — M: 0449 999 645 - E: patalbertaus@gmail.com

SWISS
festival

Sunday, 9 Octoher 2016
Queensbridge Square
Southhank Melhourne

www.swissfestival.com.au

their time, she cautions to remember how important it is not to
expect anything back if you give to others.

Consulate: New appointment in Melbourne - Manuela Erb
Please be informed that as of the 1.2.2016 there is a new Honorary
Consuland anewlocation of the Consulate of Switzerland in Mel-
bourne. The Federal Councillor, Didier Burkhalter, has appointed
Mrs Manuela Erb as the new Honorary Consul. She is taking over
the role from Mrs Erika Kimpton-Etter.

The Consulate General of
Switzerland thanks Mrs
Erika Kimpton-Etter for
her dedicated and tire- |

years and warmly wel-

come Mrs Manuela Erb ;=
in her new role. Manuela Erb (left), Erika Kimpton-Etter (right)
The Consulate of Switzerland in Melbourne is now located at:
B 7 Yertchuk Avenue, Ashwood VIC 3147

Tel: (03) 8637-7175

Fax: (03) 8686-1440
The Consulate supports the Swiss representations in safeguarding
Switzerland’s interests in Victoria. For all consular matters regard-
ing Swiss Citizens or in an emergency please note the primary point

of contact is always the Consulate General of Switzerland in Sydney.

Website: Learning resources for German speaking kids
The first of its kind website www.Germanwithkids.com
provides a free German learning resources link list to
German-speaking families with primary school children
living abroad. Sydney based mother Mrs Selby, an
education project professional and teacher with primary
school age children created this unique website to share
the researched knowledge with the global German
speaking community. This will help families looking for
suitable resources to keep up the German language.

GERMAN ...

First and only
not-for-profit
website to find
information about
learning GERMAN
WITH German-speak-
ing KIDS abroad
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Victoria: Events

30/4 Jassabend, Forest H. (Matterh)
7/5 Unterhaltungsabend

23/5 Biggest Morning Tea

Swiss Club of Victoria

Next time you are in Melbourne,
come by the Swiss Club. There is al-
waysa friendly Swiss around! We of-
fer a clubrestaurant and year round
various Swiss activities and events.
Wed and Thur are club nights with
socialJass, live Swiss Music on the 1st
Thurs of the Month, regular Swiss
Movie nights and much more. Don't
miss the Unterhaltungsabend on Sat
7 May always a highlight on our so-

New South Wales: Events

21/4 Committee meeting (SSCS)
10/5 Seniors Lunchon (SSCS)

16/6 Central Coast Luncheon (SSCS)
23/6 Lunchtime Concert (SSCS)

Swiss Yodlers of Sydney

The annual Harbour Cruise was
most enjoyable; the weather and a
bigger, better boat provided a perfect
ambience for a relaxed and musi-
cally rewarding evening. Ruth
served up our favourite fare,
“Chrigu” from Melbourne enter-
tained us with his “Schwyzerorgeli”,
and the Yodlers’ performance was
greatly enhanced by the good acous-
tics aboard the “Vagabond Princess”

(Queensland: Events

10/4 Bushwalk

24/4 Qld.Jass Meisterschaft
7/5 Fondue Night

7/5 Beach BBQ (Fraser C)
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cial calendar or join us for a Cuppa
on the Biggest Morning Tea on Mon,
23 May for a good cause.

Western Australia: Events

27/3 Easter Picnic, Gidgegannup

8/5 Creative BBQ @Kieligerin Shelleys

12/6 Australian Jass tournament,
Perth www.jasstournament.com

ACT: Canberra Swiss Club

The club has started the year with a
film night (Linger Leben), some
membersjoined the harbor cruise of
the Swiss Jodlers in Sydney and tra-
ditionally a group of members spent
the March long weekend at the coast.

Yodlers

Harbour

Cruise
Woodgate
Beach
Camping,
Sunshine
Coast
Swiss Club

Qld Events (cont)

18/5 Movie night

29/5 Lunch, Buderim (SCCS)
4/6 Metzgete (Gold Coast)
5/6 Bushwalk

25/6 Raclette

Swiss Club Sunshine Coast

In mid February 2016 a group of
members spent a few days camping
at Woodgate Beach, Queensland,
staying at the Woodgate Beach Tour-
ist Park, enjoying swimming, beach
walking, fishing, kayaking, relaxing
and socialising (the photo was taken
at the entrance to the caravan park
around abench sponsored by a Swiss
couple from Maryborough/QLD).

PNG: Swiss Community PNG

EBC Church Health Services have
existed since 1975 and employs cur-
rently about 90 staff. The service
reaches mainly the most remote

The sub groups of the club have as
well met to sing and play Jass.

We also seek your input into our
50th birthday celebration next year.
Do you have a memory or story to
share? Any ideas how we can cele-
brate? Your input is much valued!
Now we look forward to see you at
ourbush walk first Sunday in May or

at the Fondue in June

PNG: Members of
the AIDS Work Team

Canberra
Swiss Club
March long
weekend

placesin therough terrain of PNG. A
core object is Health prevention and
care for AIDS orphans and PLWA cli-
ents. The recent 40% church health
budget cut by the government
strains thelimited man powerin the
already neglected regions of PNG.
What has been started 60 years ago
by dedicated
Swiss Mission pi-
oneer missionar-
ies has developed
into a profes-
sional health ser-
vice we can be
proud of run by
nationals.
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New Zealand: Events

7/4 Keglen (Taranaki)

10/4 Jassen (Taranaki)

17/4 Jassen & bore shooting (Tar)
21/4 Keglen (Taranaki)

24/4 'Walk in Mangere (Auckland)
7/5 Swiss Market Day (Auckland)
4-5/6 Queensbirthday (Swiss Soc)

Swiss Society of NZ

AGM: Meet Swiss from all over the
North Island in North Auckland for
a fun filled weekend. Join us for a
casual dinner at the Swiss farm in
Kaukapakapa on Sat 4th, the Cow-
bell final, then lunch and AGM at the
farm on Sun 5th, or the big Auckland
Birthday celebration dinner / AGM
conclusion with live musicand other
entertainment at the Coatesville
Settlers Hall on Sunday evening.

Taranaki Swiss Club

On Feb 27th, 23 members of us ven-
tured south to Wellington to com-
pete in the semi-finals of the Cow-
bell Competition (Auckland and
Hamilton are the other semi-final-
ists). The disciplines are shooting,
shot put, keglen (9-pin bowling) and

jassen (Swiss cards) and although
keenly contested, the rivalry is
friendly. Wellington out-muscled us
in the shot put, the shooting ended
up in a draw, and we were lucky to
win the keglen and jassen. Now at
the upcoming AGM, we will compete
against the winner of Auckland and
Hamilton. Thank you very much to
the Wellington Swiss Club for the
wonderful, friendly hospitality.

Hamilton Swiss Club

February was a busy month for our
club, starting off with two Saturdays
of medal shooting followed by our
annual picnic on Sun 21st. We had a
very big attendance for our picnic
largely thanks to perfect weather.
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity
to participate in Kegel and Shotput
competitions as well as the delicious
selection of grilled sausages and
home-made baking. The children
enjoyed the traditional tug-of-war as
well aslots of other games and activ-
ities. As for many years now, the
Swiss Cross Orchard from Whaka-
tane delivered a big quantity of
Zwetschge, which had been pre-or-
dered and very much appreciated.

Auckland Swiss Club

It has been a busy start to the new year. The
Auckland Swiss Club has made the most of the
beautiful summer weather by hosting our an-
nual society games at the Swiss Farm. It
wouldn't be the same without some delicious
Swiss sausages and pastries. A huge thank you
toall our helpers to make these events happen.
Our calendaris filled with araft of activities to
attract our various members. We've got the
weekend away with Hamilton Swiss Club to
look forward too,a walkin Mangere on Apr 24,
a and of course the legendary Swiss Market
Day on May 7. Additionally we have our
monthly Pub and Jass nights. We will celebrate
our 60th Birthday at the Society AGM
on Queens Birthday.

Grilled saussages
at Hamilton Picnic

CONSULATE GENERAL OF SWITZERLAND IN SYDNEY

(FOR AUSTRALIA, KIRIBATI, NAURU, VANUATU & SOLOMON ISLAND)
101 GRAFTON STREET, CNR GROSVENOR ST
TOWER 2, LEVEL 23 , BONDI JUNCTION, NSW 2022, AUSTRALIA

PHONE: 00612 8383 4000

E-MAIL: SYD.VERTRETUNG(EDA.ADMIN.CH
WEB: WIWW.EDA.ADMIN.CH/AUSTRALIA
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

VICTOR WONG, HONORARY CONSUL ~ PORTMORESBY@HONREP.CH

EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND IN NEW ZEALAND
MARITIME TOWER, LEVEL 12

10 CUSTOMHOUSE QUAY

WELLINGTON 6011, NEW ZEALAND

PHONE: 0064 4 4721593

E-MAIL: WELVERTRETUNGREDA.ADMIN.CH
WEB: WWW.EDA.ADMIN.CH/WELLINGTON
SAMOA

SYLVIE SALANOA, HONORARY CONSUL GENERAL ~ APIAGHONREP.CH
FJI

ROLF GFELLER, HONORARY CONSUL GENERAL  SUVAGHONREP.CH
CONTACT DETAILS OF SWISS CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS AND GROUPS
Swiss Cham Australia, Sydney ~ (02) 9290 1928 officel@swisscham.com.au
SAAN (Swiss Australian Academic Network) infofdsaan.id.au

SBS Radio (on air in NSW, VIC, ACT) www.sbs.com.au/german
VIC: The Swiss Club of Vic, Melb. 1300 893 968  infol@swissclubvic.com.au
Swiss Festival Australia 0425805854  www.swissfestival.com.au
Ladies Luncheon (03) 9889 9321 Heidy Giger

SwissKids (Esther Blaser) 0424220523  esther.blaserfgmax.ch
The Swiss Companion Singers ~ (03) 9889 9321  Heidy Giger

Swiss Yodel Choir Matterhorn (03) 9754 7390 htp://swisschoirwix.com/swissyodelchoir

Swiss Folk Dance Grp Alpenrose  (03) 95316575  hochulif@tpg.com.au
Trachtengruppe Schwyzergruess / Australian Swiss Cultural Soc. (as above)

Les Bavards French conversation 0416 088 000  Sigrid de Castella

Groupe Romand Du Victoria (03) 9571 2835  remy(@favrecranage.com

ProTicino - Pro Down Under  (03) 5967 4542  Claude Rossi

SA: Swiss Club of South Aust.  Bruno Zueger  swissclubofsaldgmail.com

Schwyzer-Frauechraenzli (08) 8336 5932 Rosmarie Copeland

Swiss Corner Radio 5EBI FM Adelaide (08) 8211 7066

WA: Swiss Club of Western Aust. 0466 658 411 president(dswissclubwa.org

The Guggeburras (08) 9277 7826 - quggeburrasi@swiss.org.au
Play Group 0404 671913 petrajost00@dgmail.com
Monthly Jass / Swiss Yodellers ~ (08) 92918402  pelimu4243(dyahoo.com.au
The Swiss Club Down South (08 9755 5297  mayfamily@westnet.com

Hon.Consul (Dr. Juerg Weber)
NT: Swiss Social Club Darwin

0407 452 666 perthidhonrep.ch
(08) 8927 5794  swissclubdarwin@hotmail.com

ACT: Canberra Swiss Club Inc. 0402858 903  heinzdswiss.org.au
Canberra Swiss Club Choir r.neilsonf@netspeed.com.au
Canberra Community Radio FM91.1 (Gaby and Werner)

NSW: Swiss Australian Cultural Assoc.Inc. (SACA) ursul.schi@gmail.com

Swiss Entrepreneurs infoldswissentrepreneurs.com.au
ETH Alumni Sydney Chapter Roland Stocker sydney.chapter@alumni.ethz.ch
The Swiss Club of NSW Ltd. ~ (02) 9680 4299  infol@swissclubnsw.com
Swiss Play Group 0416160919  noemifgustavkaser.com.au
Schwyzerdiltsch For Kids (02) 9602 9395  bsidari@bigpond.com
The Swiss Yodelers of Sydney ~ (02) 9419 7277  akretz@higpond.net.au
Cercle Romand Du N.SW. (02) 9874 9096 www.swiss.org.au/cercleromand
Swiss Community Care Society 0410 454 287  sces.ursulafdgmail.com

(incl. Swiss Seniors of NSW)  Ursula Mooser

Swiss Folk Dance Grp Alpegruess (02) 9560 0666 www.swiss.org.au/alpegruess
Swiss Historical Society Inc. ~ (02) 9363 9131  mailGthesswissinnsw.com

QLD: Swiss Society of QLD Inc.  (07) 3314 8344 tarif@swiss.org.au

Jass (Brishane) (07) 32891183 Fredi Vogel

Swiss German Playgroup 0402 655 158 sandralandoltfdyahoo.com.au
Swiss Yodel & Folklore Group Baerg-Roeseli, (07) 38711339, syfgl@swiss.org.au
Swiss Community Care Soc (QLD) (07) 3298 5300 Lorly Wihler

Gold Coast Group 041497 0666  Franz Huber

Jass Group (Gold Coast) 0418 982 480  Rachel Dorig

Fraser Coast Swiss Group 0409 286 326  cecilefdswiss.org.au

Swiss Club Sunshine Coast (07)5447 7548  scscl@swiss.org.au

NZ: Swiss Society of New Zealand 0211014432 tanja.latham(@swiss.org.nz
Wellington Swiss Club 045686772 wellingtonswissclubfdgmail.com
Auckland Swiss Club 098320366  adrian.blaser@swiss.org.nz
Hamilton Swiss Club 021962708  anita.zuber@swiss.org.nz
Taranaki Swiss Club 062786878  othmar.heblerfdswiss.org.nz
Christchurch Swiss Club 021 044 4595 christchurchswissclub@gmail.com

PNG: Swiss Community PNG 00675 7373 40 43, orobiga.sebm(@gfc.ch
USEFUL ONLINE REFERENCES
www.revue.ch/regio-en-aus
www.aso.ch
WWW.SWiss.0rg.au/csa
www.swissinfo.org
WWW.SWiss.0rg.au
WWW.SWiss.0rg.nz
www.avs-ai-international.ch
WWW.swisscommunity.org

Swiss Revue Online

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

ASO Portal Australia (Local CSA Delegates)
Actual News by swissinfo/SRI

Swiss Clubs on the Net in Australia

Swiss Society (and Clubs) of New Zealand
0ASI/DI and voluntary contributions (AHV)
Internet platform for the Swiss Abroad

REGIONAL EDITOR INFORMATION / NEXT EDITION
Regional Editor Marc Andre Godat
Next Regional Issue June 2016

mgodat@off-ice.com.au
Submission Deadline 25.4.2016
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