Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 42 (2015)

Heft: 1

Vorwort: Battle over political direction
Autor: Engel, Barbara

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Contents
b Mailbag
6 Images

20

27

25
27

27

Caspar Wolf and the mountains

Focus
A new chapter for Swiss army bunkers

Column
Georg Kohler on election year

Politics

The President of the Swiss Confedera-
tion — a profile

Literature
John Knittel

Regional news

Culture
A springboard for outstanding dancers

Science

Switzerland in outer space

Culture

The maverick humour of
Plonk & Replonk

0SA news
nesw.admin.ch
Imprint

Little gems and Echo

Cover photo: Miko Fogarty, an
18-year-old Swiss Abroad from
California, is one of the great hopes
at the Prix de Lausanne.

Photo: donated

Swiss Review / February 2015/ No.1

Editorial

Battle over political direction

The “Neue Ziircher Zeitung” has been the focus of
media and political interest since mid-December,
and not just in Switzerland as the NZZ is the only
Swiss newspaper to attract attention internation-
ally. What has happened? The editor-in-chief,
Markus Spillmann, a high-profile journalist, was
ousted by the Board of Directors, not officially but
. de facto. The editorial staff, which includes over
200 journalists, protested against the Board’s plans to appoint Markus
Somm as Spillmann’s successor. Somm, also a well-known journalist, leans
very much to the right politically. He is also a close friend and the biogra-
pher of Christoph Blocher, the Vice-President and driving force behind
the Swiss People’s Party (SVP).

The decision on who will be the future editor-in-chief of the 234-year-
old NZZ, which is closely allied with the FDP.The Liberals, was unclear at
the time of writing this editorial. The “Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung”
wrote: “There is tremendous disarray”, with its “inept behaviour” the
Board of Directors has “created a shambles”.

This showdown undoubtedly reflects the struggle over the future di-
rection of Swiss politics. The liberal outlook and differentiated criticism
ofthe NZZ and its editor-in-chiefis a thorn in the side of those close to the
SVP and they are attempting to bring the newspaper into line with their
positions for the current election campaign.

Georg Kohler, a professor emeritus of political philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Zurich, has a profound understanding of Swiss politics. His anal-
yses are so clear-sighted that he is held in high regard by all political par-
ties. He will provide observations during the electoral campaign and
reflections upon it this year in a column in every issue of “Swiss Review”.
On page 12 onwards of the current issue, Kohler looks at the decision-mak-
ing process, the “classe politique” and compromises.

The article in the December issue of “Swiss Review” on the row over
languages and the debate about the early learning of French and language
teaching in Swiss schools generated a tremendous response. What we
found surprising was that in the readers’ letters and comments from the
Swiss Abroad the vast majority regarded the early teaching and knowl-
edge of the second major national language, in other words French or Ger-
man, as more important than the teaching of English at primary school
level. Here is a quotation that reflects the view of many people: “(Almost)
everyone will learn English sooner or later because it is an omnipresent,
prestigious and useful language.”

I would like to thank all our readers who also expressed their opin-
ions - constructively without exception - on the new layout and the new

website.

BARBARA ENGEL
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