Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 41 (2014)

Heft: 6

Inhaltsverzeichnis

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Contents

20

22

24
27
27
30

Mailbag
Books

“The Test of Time”

Images
150 years of winter sport

Focus
How important are language skills
to national unity?

Politics
Europe will be a key issue in
election year

Literature series
Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Society

When people want to die

Sport
Fun and serious competition on
toboggans

Culture

The circus - a glitter world and a hard

way to earn a living
0SA news
news.admin.ch
Imprint

Little gems and Echo

SWISS REVIEW

Cover photo:

The clown David Larible from Italy
was a big hit on tour with the Knie
circus in 2014

Photo: Nicole Boekhaus

Swiss Review / December 2014 / No.6

Editorial

Can the people also
get it wrong?

Since the Yes vote in the referendum on the initiative
against massimmigration in February, there hasbeen
adizzying flurry ofactivity amongst the Swiss govern-
ment, Parliament, the political parties and various ex-
perts. The issue at the crux of it all: how can the initia-
tiveagainstmassimmigrationbeimplemented without
causing significant damage to Switzerland’s economy

and image? The response from the winners of the ref-
erendum on 9 February is that it must be implemented “systematically”. The
EU will yield to Switzerland’s diktat if the matter is handled skilfully enough,
they are arguing. Rather than systematically, the initiative must be imple-
mented “intelligently”, many people are saying, particularly those in the cen-
tre of the political spectrum. However, nobody will explain exactly what they
mean by “intelligently”. It seems they are relying on hoping and praying,. Fi-
nally, thereisthe group that is convinced that the SVP initiative cannot be im-
plemented without the termination of the bilateral agreements with the EU.
Two things are clear in this case: this would be extremely awkward for Swit-
zerland and the decision would have to be made by the Swiss people.

The French political philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville warned in his anal-
ysis of American democracy in 1835 against the “tyranny of the majority”.
The political and referendum situation in Switzerland increasingly points to
a tyranny of the minority. This is because the majority at the ballot box does
not represent the majority of the Swiss people by a long stretch when we take
the turnout into account.

A survey conducted by the Bernese research institute GfS in September
showed that 58 percent of Swiss people would prioritise the bilateral agree-
ments over the mass immigration initiative. This result suggests that a ma-
jority of the people did not really understand what the consequences of the
decision would be before the referendum. It can also be concluded from this
that a party with plenty of funding and a well-oiled machine supporting it

. can exploit democracy for its own ends in a referendum campaign.

One thing is for sure and that is that Switzerland is facing a further ref-
erendum campaign along similar lines. “Swiss law takes precedence over for-
eignlaw”is the title of the popularinitiative. This was agreed by the SVP del-
egates on 25 October. The objective is to put national law above international
law and to pull out of the European Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

Asaresult, Switzerland’s position in Europe and in the international com-
munity will undoubtedly be a key issue during the 2015 election year. This
raises anumber of questions. Is Switzerland a special case? Does it merit spe-
cial treatment because it is so unique? But also: Are referendum decisions al-
ways prudent? Do the people never make mistakes?

An in-depth look at the election year, the top issues and the party posi-
tions can be found from page 12.

BARBARA ENGEL



	...

