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[EDITORIAL

Swiss virtues and z'mmz'gmtz’on

NDEPENDENT, RESILIENT, CAPABLE and united - these attributes are the

basis of Switzerland’s success. These virtues, thanks to Friedrich Schiller’s

“William Tell”, have become legendary well beyond Swiss borders. But is
Switzerland’s success explained by these qualities alone? Of course not. Many
ideas conceived by those not of true Swiss origin and implemented by people not
of pure Swiss stock have also made a contribution. In our key focus article on
page 8 onwards, Jiirg Miiller describes the huge interest shown by many Swiss
during the 19th century in foreign ideas, developments and achievements and il-
lustrates the contribution made by various immigrants to Switzerland’s advance-
ment, success and modern-day identity.

Immigration will also play a key role in political debate in Switzerland in the
near future. The electorate will have several opportunities to voice its opinion on
this subject over the coming year. The first will be on 9 February 2014, when the
Swiss people will vote on the initiative against mass immigration. (Further details
can be found on page 14). Referenda will also be held on the
Ecopop initiative “Stop overpopulation - safeguard our natu-
ral environment” and on the extension of the free movement of
persons to Croatia.

Many Swiss abroad are clearly anxious about the referen-
f m‘ it dum on the free movement of persons as they are concerned

&\ ! about the ramifications of a No vote. This could have grave

consequences, resulting in the termination of the bilateral agreements with the Eu-
ropean Union (EU). Experts in constitutional law are in agreement, and those be-
hind the referendum do not refute the claims either. Whether that is actually their
objective, as suggested in some quarters, remains open to debate. Switzerland would
unquestionably be left in a very isolated position without the bilateral agreements
and would have to renegotiate its relations with the EU states. The Federal Coun-
cil has strongly warned against such a scenario and believes it would jeopardise Swit-
zerland’s economic development in particular. The end of the bilateral approach
would also clearly have an impact on many of the over 400,000 Swiss abroad living
in a European state.

[ would finally like to mention some changes taking place within the Organisa-
tion of the Swiss Abroad. Rudolf Wyder, who as Director has been a key figure for
the past 28 years in representing the interests of the Swiss abroad to Swiss authori-
ties and politicians, will retire at the end of the year. A review of his achievements
can be found on page 26.
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IMPRINT: “Swiss Review”, the magazine for the Swiss abroad, is in its 40th year of publication and is published in German, French, Italian, English and Spanish in 14 regional editions.
It has a total circulation of 400,000, including 140,000 electronic copies. Regional news appears four times a year. The ordering parties are fully responsible for the content of advertise-
ments and promotional inserts. This content does not necessarily represent the opinion of either the editorial office or the publisher. # EDITORS: Barbara Engel (BE), Editor-in-Chief; Marc
Lettau (MUL); Jiirg Miiller (JM); Alain Wey (AW); Peter Zimmerli (PZ), responsible for “Notes from Parliament”, Relations with the Swiss Abroad, FDFA, 3003 Berne, Switzerland. Transla-
tion: CLS Communication AG ® LAYOUT: Herzog Design, Zurich B POSTAL ADDRESS: Publisher, editorial office, advertising: Organisation of the Swiss

®

Abroad, Alpenstrasse 26, 3006 Berne, Tel.: +41313566110, Fax: +41313566101, Postal account (Swiss National Giro): 30-6768-9. # EMAIL: revue@aso.ch # MIX
PRINT: Vogt-Schild Druck AG, 4552 Derendingen. ¥ All Swiss abroad who are registered with a Swiss representation receive the magazine free of charge. Paper from
Anyone else can subscribe to the magazine for an annual fee (Switzerland: CHF 30 / abroad: CHF 50). Subscribers are sent the magazine direct from Berne. FS responalhlo sources

W INTERNET: www.revue.ch M Copy deadline for this edition: 23.09.2013 waticog  FSC® C012018
1 CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please advise your local embassy or consulate. Do not write to the editorial office in Berne.

printed in
switzerland



	...

