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M A I L B A G BOOKS 5

Review" with interest. I

completed an apprenticeship as my
initial training. The vocational

school-leaving qualification
was only introduced a year
later. This did not disadvantage

me professionally at first.

Higher education courses in
Switzerland were also open to
me. I have been living in

Luxembourg for seven years now.

While I have had little
difficulty in finding a good job, the

question ofwhat my apprenticeship

and further qualifications

are worth is continually
raised in a career context. Your

report says that the average
number of people with school-

leaving qualifications in
OECD countries is twice as

high as in Switzerland. I now
understand the lack of
understanding shown by employers
in the EU towards job applicants

without school-leaving

qualifications.
1 can also see how important

it is to take higher
education courses in order to
reach the level of CAS
(Certificate of Advanced Studies)
and MAS (Master of
Advanced Studies). Certain
doors in the world of employment

may otherwise remain
closed, not due to a lack of
specialist skills but because

of inadequate qualifications.
You can think what you will
of the "Bologna" system but
there is no way around it.
Career opportunities in the EU
and, for that matter, the

world are only fully accessible

with recognised qualifications.

STEFAN VON ARX, LUXEMBOURG

Bologna is not to blame
One of the main objectives of
the Bologna reform was to
make university degrees

internationally comparable.
This goal has not and will not
be achieved. This is because

the reform only governs de¬

gree titles. Details concerning

how demanding a degree
should be have not been

stipulated. Most universities
have reviewed their existing
study programmes and established

a cut-off point after
three years, maintaining that
this is the bachelor level. A

quality control system is

supposed to exist, but in practice
this only compares courses in

the same country with one
another.

A further objective of the

Bologna reform was to

increase the international mobility

of students. Students are
also encouraged to study for a

shorter period. It is obvious

that fast-track degrees will
tend to follow established

paths. These only include a

period of study abroad in a few

cases. Doing the entire degree

at a university abroad following

the paths established there
is a more likely option. This
will ideally be in the student's

own mother tongue to speed

up the process. This makes

Switzerland an attractive study
destination for Germans,

French, Austrians and Italians.

It is simply the case that a

small country does not have as

many citizens as a large one.

DR. DAVID N. JANSEN,

NIJMEGEN, THE NETHERLANDS

Shocking attitude
Mr. Hermann Meierhans' letter

in the latest "Swiss Review"

with the title "Shocking
attitude" is shocking in itself.

What does he know about the

Tea Party? And why a degrading

comment on both the TP
movement and the traditional
role of a woman in raising
children? Does he believe that
modern society has benefited

from farming out the upbringing

and care of children to

nannies, babysitters, nurseries

and libraries, etc.?

ARMIN KUNKLER, BONIFAY, USA

swiss novels almost never make the shortlist for the
prestigious French "Prix Goncourt" award. The last to
do so was "L'Ogre" (The tyrant) by Jacques Chessex in
1973. This year, it was Joel Dicker of Geneva. At the
tender age of 27, he has produced a real masterpiece
in the form of his second book "La Vérité sur l'Affaire
Harry Quebert" (The truth about the Harry Quebert

affair), published in August. This 670-page tome is a

breathtaking journey, from start to finish. Dicker's

novel, which tops the fiction charts in French-speaking

Switzerland and has received rave reviews in
France, has the atmosphere of an American film noir,
with a keen sense of the characters' psycholo gy and of
the mastery of suspense.

KiA New York, early 2008. Marcus Goldman, a writer in
his 30s, has become rich and famous with his first novel, but
is struggling to find inspiration for the next, while his editor

is pressuring him to deliver his manuscript. He turns to
his mentor and former teacher Harry Quebert, also a highly
acclaimed writer, and travels to New Hampshire, where Quebert

lives. The move makes no difference; Goldman fails to
find the elusive creative spark. After returning to New York,

he learns several months later that Harry is accused of

murdering a 15-year-old girl who disappeared in 1975, and

whose body the police have discovered buried in his garden.
Quebert had an affair with the girl, which inspired his

masterpiece "Les Origines du Mal" (The roots of evil).
Goldman decides to carry out an investigation to exonerate

his friend and find out the truth of what happened 33

years earlier. The chapters count down from 31 to 1 before

the truth is finally revealed. The varied use of suspense,
flashbacks, twists and character biographies heightens the
tension of the plot. The novel is set against the backdrop of

the US in 2008, with election campaigning in full swing,
and with all its media and judicial failings.

Dicker knows the US well; as a child, he

spent his summers in New England, and has

since travelled a great deal in the country.
His work is both a lesson in humility and a

tale of forbidden love or love triangles, and

also dissects the creative process. Each

chapter begins with a conversation between

the master, Quebert, and his student, Goldman.

"Your second chapter is extremely important, Marcus. It
has to be incisive, powerful. Like boxing. You're a

righthander, but in the guard position you always have your left
fist in front: the first jab strikes your opponent, followed by a

sequence with the right that knocks him out. That's what

your second chapter should be: a right to the jaw for your
readers." And that's exactly what we find in "La Vérité sur
l'Affaire Harry Quebert": the feeling of a boxing match over

more than thirty rounds, from which we are unable to turn
away. This is a book that you won't be able to put down.

ALAIN WEY

Joël Dicker: "La Vérité sur l'Affaire Harry Quebert"; Editions de Fallois /
L'Âge d'homme, Paris, 2012 ; approx. CHF 48 / EUR 30.
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