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Translated from German

NOTES FROM PARLIAMENT

Swiss old-age
pension - apply
early to draw
pension

Two factors determine where

Swiss abroad have to apply

to start drawing their old-

age pension: the country of

residence and the insurance

details.

[nsurance details: Swiss
abroad insured under the
voluntary old-age, survivor’
and disability insurance scheme
(AHV) do not have to do
anything. The Swiss Compen-
sation Office (SAK) in Ge-
neva will inform them

of the procedure for drawing
a Swiss old-age pension sev-
eral months before they reach
the legal retirement

age.

Swiss abroad who are not or
who are no longer insured under
the voluntary AHV scheme but
who have previously paid
compulsory or voluntary
AHYV contributions for a min-
imum of one year will not be
informed automatically. In
this case, the procedure is as
follows:

1. With residency in an EU* or
EFTA country (Iceland, Liech-
tenstein, Norway), the appli-
cation should be submitted to
the social insurance institu-
tion of the country of resi-
dence. Swiss abroad who have
never been subject to social
insurance in their current
country of residence abroad
must submit the application
to the relevant social insur-
ance institution of their last
country of residence. Swiss
abroad who have only been
subject to AHV must request
the application forms for a re-
tirement pension directly

from the SAK in Geneva.
They must indicate that they

+,

have never been insured in an
EU/EFTA country.

2. In cases where the country
of residence is outside the EU/
EFTA, the SAK in Geneva is
responsible. It will provide the
forms required. Swiss citizens
who have never been insured
inan EU/EFTA country
should indicate this in their
application.

The normal retirement age
for men is currently 65 years
of age. The entitlement to a
retirement pension for
women begins when they
reach the age of 64. It is advis-
able to send the old-age pen-
sion application in early,
roughly six months before
reaching the retirement age.

Further information is
available in German from the
SAK in Geneva:

www.zas.admin.ch/cdc/
cncs/cde.php?pagid=31&lang=
de&do-noheader

When the time comes ...

The SAK in Geneva calcu-
lates the old-age benefits in
Swiss francs. Benefit recipi-
ents can choose where their
old-age pension is paid out,
whether in Switzerland or
abroad. The old-age pension
is generally paid out in the re-
spective national currency.
The Swiss Compensation Of-
fice bears the costs of the
transfer to the recipient’s
bank. Neither the Swiss Com-
pensation Office nor the cor-
respondent bank deducts
charges or commission from
the transferred amount.

*EU Member States: Austria, Belgium,
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
the Netherlands, Poland,

Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden and the United Kingdom.
The extension of the free movement
of persons to Bulgaria and Romania
has not yet entered into force. The
Swiss Parliament will make a decision
on the corresponding supplementary
protocol IT in the summer of 2008.

“The Swiss Con-
federation a brief
guide 2008”

In April, the Swiss Federal

Chancellery published the

brochure “The Swiss Confed-

eration a brief guide 2008”

in the four national lan-

guages as well as in English.

It has been redesigned and

updated this year and is

available free of charge.

This brochure published by
the Federal Chancellery has
proven very popular. The
print run was increased
slightly this year and now
stands at 243,000 copies.
“The Swiss Confederation a
brief guide 2008” contains 80
pages. An interview with the
current President of the Con-

federation serves as an intro-
duction to the brochure. This
year, Pascal Couchepin, Presi-
dent of the Confederation,
was interviewed by Henry

Habegger, parliamentary cor-
respondent for “Blick”.

The brochure provides an
historical overview of Switzer-

land and explains how Swit-
zerland is organised politically,
which popular rights can be
exercised and how the Na-
tional Council and Council of
States are made up. As always,

the council members are fea-
tured. The publication shows
when they were elected and
which committees they belong
to. It also clearly explains how
new legislation is enacted. The
responsibilities of various bod-
ics are also covered: the Fed-
eral Council, the Federal De-
partments and Offices,
Parliamentary Services, the
Federal Chancellery, the Fed-
eral Supreme Court, the Fed-
eral Administrative Court and
the Federal Criminal Court.

The photographs in this
year’s edition are by Roland
Tinnler from Zurich.

The brochure can be ob-
tained free of charge from:
Federal Office for Buildings
and Logistics (FOBL),
Publications Distribution
CH-3003 Berne
Fax: +41 (0)31 325 50 58
Internet:

www.bbl.admin.ch/bun-
despublikationen

“Notes from Parlia-
ment” - handing
on the baton

Ms Gabriela Brodbeck has
been responsible for the
“Notes from Parliament”
section since autumn 2002.
Her wide-ranging, informa-
tive articles on topics such
as social insurance, political
rights and Swiss travel
documents, etc. have
appeared in more than
30 editions of “Swiss
Review”. Gabriela Brodbeck
is leaving the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) this summer to take
up a new career challenge.
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank her for
her efforts on behalf of the
Swiss abroad and “Swiss
Review” and wish her all the
best for the future.
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The “Notes from Parlia-
ment” section will be edited
by Ms Rahel Schweizer until
further notice. Rahel
Schweizer has worked for the
FDFA since 1992 and has ac-
quired consular experience in
Toronto, Copenhagen, Lux-
embourg and Hong Kong.
She has worked in Berne since
2004, firstly in the Consular
Protection section, and since
December 2006 as the deputy
head of the Service for the
Swiss Abroad.

Prevent surplus
deliveries!

“Swiss Review” is delivered

free of charge to every adult

registered with a Swiss repre-

sentation abroad. House-

holds with several adults

therefore receive multiple

copies of the magazine.

This has noticeable cost

implications.

“Swiss Review” keeps Swiss
abroad up to date with signifi-
cant political events and de-
velopments in Switzerland, in
particular. The “Notes from
Parliament” section contains
key information on changes to
legislation as well as rights and
obligations that are of direct
interest and concern to Swiss
living abroad. The dates of
Swiss votes and elections are

also published.

C

”"Swiss Review” has had a
website since 2003, and all re-
gional sections have been
available electronically since
January 2007 under "Regional
news”: www.revue.ch

How can you prevent surplus
deliveries and help reduce
costs?

Complete, sign and send the
form below to your Swiss em-
bassy or consulate general.
You can also inform these au-
thorities of the cancellation of
an individual delivery elec-
tronically:
www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/
home/reps.html

Increasing the
safety and environ-
ment-friendliness
of Swiss road traffic,
putting a stop to
off-road vehicles

The politically-neutral -

association “for people-
friendlier vehicles” launched

This initiative has the fol-
lowing objectives: it calls on
the federal government to
adopt measures to ensure
safer and more environmen-
tally-friendly motor vehicles.
The licensing of vehicles
should in future take greater
account of the safety of road
users. Greater emphasis
should also be placed on li-
censing environmentally-
friendly vehicles. The federal
government would establish
emission limits for motor ve-
hicles of the various catego-
ries.

The federal government
should also regularly ensure
that these provisions and lim-
its are in line with technologi-
cal progress and the latest
findings.

Motor vehicles licensed be-
fore the new article enters
into force or licensed abroad
could continue to be used in
Switzerland. Cars that cause
disproportionate road safety
risks or significant damage to

POPULAR INITIATIVES

the environment, but which
are essential for specific pur-
poses, should be licensed in
exceptional cases (e.g. off-
road vehicles in agriculture,
trade or forestry operations).

The introduction of the
new sub-paragraph a) would
also see a new section 8 added
to article 197 of the transi-
tional provisions of the Swiss
Constitution. The new transi-
tional provision should guar-
antee that the initiative is im-
plemented by Parliament and
sets out specific benchmarks
for its implementation.

If the enforcement laws re-
lating to the new constitu-
tional article 82 a) have not
entered into force within two
years of acceptance by the
people and the states, the
Federal Council would have
to issue the necessary enforce-
ment provisions in an ordi-
nance as a provisional meas-
ure.

The initiative can be signed
until 27 August 2008.

a Swiss popular initiative
of the same name on
27 February 2007.

The initiative seeks a change
to article 82 of the Swiss
Constitution. This article
governs road traffic, and the
aim is to add a sub-para-
graph a).

The following initiatives have been launched since the last issue:

m “Fiir Geldspiele im Dienste des Gemeinwohls” (Ensuring gambling
provides benefits for public welfare), until 22 October 2009;

m “Fiir die Starkung der Volksrechte in der Aussenpolitik (Staatsver-
trdge vors Volk)” [Increasing popular rights in foreign policy (treaties
before the people)], until 4 September 2009.

Signature forms for current initiatives can be downloaded from
www.admin.ch/ch/d/pore/vi/vis_1_3_1_1.html
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