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Swiss ‘non-doms’ contemplate mass exodus to avoid Brown’s tax hike

The £30,000 dilemma

Three months after the Budget
bombshell to make ‘non-domiciles’
pay £30,000 extra tax a year for the
next seven years, many hundreds of
Swiss citizens living in the UK are still
uncertain as to whether the Treasury's
demands will force them to leave
Britain and return to Switzerland.

The subject is a regular topic of
conversation at Swiss club meetings,
with many saying they have so far
been given no indication whether
they are likely to be affected.

The Treasury’s own website
(www.hmrc.gov.uk) does not give
any help or advice, and the Swiss
Embassy says it is reluctant to
become involved.

The people most worried are not
the multi-millionaires for whom the
new regulations were originally
designed. They have their own
specialist tax advisers, and in any
case would probably consider
£30,000 a minor trifle.

But there are many others, much
less well off, who are now facing a
dilemma for which there is no easy
solution.

Among them are Swiss who
came to England many years ago to
work for Swiss firms, eventually
marrying British girls, settling down

Le|cester Square beIIs are back home for refurbishing

here, raising families and paying UK
taxes

They have since retired and their
only income is their pension, paid
to them in Switzerland.

One of them told Swiss Review:
“This is a punitive tax, a major
change in taxation legislation that
has been introduced far too quickly.

“It's a messy piece of legislation,
and the Treasury has already had
to backtrack on part of it because
of the outcry it caused.

“But it seems we now have only
two choices: either to pay up — and
that will mean £210,000 over the
next seven years — or to go back to
Switzerland.

“But that is a cruel dilemma,
because Britain has been our home
for most of our lives.

“It will mean leaving behind the
lifestyle to which we have been
accustomed, leaving behind our
children and our grandchildren, and
all our many friends.

“At the moment there seems to
be no other alternative. Each of us
has to look at our own situation
and make a decision.

“But it's all very messy. We can’t
get any clear advice. | have spoken
to UBS in Switzerland, and tax

advisers here, and there seems to
be no single answer to how it
affects us as individuals.

“It will hit a lot of very ordinary
people — anyone who has an
income in Switzerland of more than
£1,000 a year will be caught.”

Another said: “Most of my
working life I've paid all my UK
taxes, and now they want more.

“You see stories in the papers
about the non-doms, but they are
talking about millionaires who have
nothing to worry about.

“The Treasury doesn’t seem to
know how to cope with people like
me. My latest UK tax declaration
form has still been filled in on the
old basis, because the new rules
only apply from the end of the
current tax year. It contains no
mention of non-doms.

“I suppose | would only have to
pay my first £30,000 in January
2010. So in theory | could forget
about it until then.

“Yet this is not something to put
on one side. People I've talked to
are like me, trying to sort through
all the rumours and contemplating
what to do. At the end of the day |
shall probably be tempted to pack
up and return to Switzerland.”

The famous Glockenspiel, for more than two
decades an icon of Switzerland in the heart of
London’s West End, is no more.

A team of demolition experts with their
heavy tackle have taken it down piece by
piece, packed it into crates and returned it to

Switzerland.

The 27 bells that rang out over Leicester
Square are now back in their birthplace, the
Ritschi Bell Foundry in Aarau for
reconditioning.

Soon they will be reassembled in the form
of an entirely new Glockenspiel that
Westminster City Council has agreed should
be given pride of place in the new Leicester

Square.

The work of refurbishing — and in some cases

A remakable victory in the London Marathon for
wheelchair bound - and record breaker - Sandra
Graf. Read ahout her successful race on Page 3.

VC hero honoured

7

Four years after being awarded Britain’s highest
honour a Swiss mercenary was reduced to poverty
and died in misery. His sad story is on Pages 4-5.

Celebrating August 1

There’s a treat in store for London Swiss when
they gather for their First of August celebrations
- an appearance by a star guitarist. See Page 8.

Switzerland in the UK has its own Internet site,
continually bringing you up to the minute news of
the latest events as well as major stories from the
most recent issues and links to other interesting
sites in hoth the UK and Switzerland. To access it
go to: www.swissreview.co.uk

completely recasting - the bells is considered
so important that in September the Lord Mayor
of Westminster will be paying an official visit to
the foundry in Aarau to see the work in progress.

News about any forthcoming events that will be of
interest to our readers should be emailed to:
editor@meakin.net




swiss smile

DENTAL CLINICS

SWISS SMILE LONDON - 7 DAYS A WEEK

Walk in Mo-Fr 7am-9pm, Sa-Su 10am-5pm, 363 days a year.
Emergencies & Appointments welcome.

Are you looking for a highly qualified dental team?
Our selected Swiss and German dental specialists would like
to welcome you at the swiss smile dental clinic.
p Please call for an appointment or just walk in.
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First consultation, including two X-rays, Offers for Dental Treatment:

full examination, explanation of treatment Orthodontics/Restorative treatment/Aesthetic Dentistry/

plan and quotation Endodontology (Root Canal)/Implantology (Tooth
implant)/Oral surgery/

Hygiene care appointment (43 minutes) Children's Dentistry/Aesthetic gum treatment/Preventative
treatment/Prosthetics (Veneers, crowns & bridges)/
General anaesthetic and more

swiss smile dental clinics
10 Brook Street * W1S 1BG London * United Kingdom * Fax +44 (0845 094 3003 * brookstreet@swiss-smile.com

D LoadingDental; T +44 (01845 094 4004 - www.swiss-smile.com
gL/ entdl Coptops

I World®




CH+UK news in brief

B Britain’s leading architect, Lord
Foster, famous for designing
London landmarks like the Gherkin
and the new Wembley Stadium, has
bought a palatial chateau between
Rolle and Geneva. He’s very crtical
of local planning laws and is calling
for “fresh thinking”. Now see:
www.swissreview.co.uk/story/292

B The wealthiest British woman,
according to The Sunday Times
Rich List, is married to a Swiss
billionaire. She’s Staffordshire born
Kirsty Bertarelli, who now spends
most of her time at her two homes
in Gland/VD and Gstaad. See:
www.swissreview.co.uk/story/295

B The Swiss Highland Games at
Lochaber will not be held this year
because the organisers have been
unable to raise adequate
sponsorship from Switzerland and
Scotland.

B The next Swiss Golf Day will be
Monday, September 15, at Pyrford
Golf Club, Woking. Prizes will
include three cups. Details from
Jeffrey Long on 01274 588 189.

M For 20 years Hanni Beedel has
arranged an informal lunch in
Ipswich for Swiss in East Anglia.
Contact her on 01394 286 384.

London Marathon

Appearing in the London Marathon for
the first time, Switzerland's wheelchair
wizard, Sandra Graf, from Gais in
Appenzell, gave a record breaking
performance, cutting the time for the
women's race to 1 hour 48 minutes.

For the first five kilometres
Sandra was in a procession of four
women racers, along with title
holder Shelly Woods (UK), Amanda
McGory (USA) and four times winner
Francesca Porcellato (ltaly).

But then the race started in eamest,
and after 15 kilometres Sandra was
21 seconds ahead of Shelly Woods
with Amanda a further six seconds
adrift. Then she accelerated away from
the others and rapidly increased her
lead to be almost four minutes
ahead of the American at the end.

After the race Sandra said: “It
was a slow start which | liked but at

The victorious Sandra Graf: ‘After a
slow start | was just happy to win’

10km | decided to go faster. After a
while, | decided to go on my own
because it was very windy. At the
end | was just happy to win.”

And Britain's Shelly Woods put
her poor result down to having a
puncture early on in the race.

She said: "This made it very hard
to hold on to the others and for 20
miles | couldn't change the tyre.”

Swiss win A1GP title

“It's absolutely outstanding. We're writing pages in history books,” said
Max Welti, principal of the Swiss A1GP team after winning the World

Cup at Brands Hatch in Kent.

And driver Neel Jani, describing it as the greatest moment of his
career, said: “l can't put it into words. A1GP has been getting tougher
every season, and this year we got the title.

“After going on the podium it feels fantastic. Brands Hatch gave us
a fantastic atmosphere — a great place to win the title.”

Jani was born in Rorschach/SG.
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FREE Upgrade to 1st class Swiss Pass.

4 day 1st class Swiss Pass normally £205 now £137*
8 day 1st class Swiss Pass normally £297 now £198*
A further 15% discount applies on above prices when two or more adults travel together!

*Valid for travel between 01.10.2008 and 23.12.2008. Prices correct at time of going to print but subject to change without prior notice.
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More offers and dates available. Call 0207 420 4935 or visit www.stc.co.uk

count on mount

contact
the
editor

Reports of Swiss society
activities- and coming
events, and articles and
correspondence for the
‘Switzerland in the UK’
section of the Swiss Review,
should go to the editor:

Derek Meakin

30 Manor Road

Bramhall SK7 3LY.

Tel: 0161 296 0619.

His email address is:
editor@meakin.net.

All enquiries regarding
advertising should go to :

Jeffrey Long

30 Finsbury Drive

Bradford BD2 1QA.

Tel/fax: 01274 588 189.
e The ‘Switzerland in the UK’
supplement appears four
times a year. The deadline
for the next issue containing
UK news, to be distributed in
October, is August 20.
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History books are full of the
exploits of valiant Swiss
mercenaries who, having sold
their services to the highest
bidder, ferociously proved
their worth on the field
of battle.
But one such Swiss
never made it to the
halls of fame in his
own country...
until now.
After 129
years the
heroic story
of Corporal
Christian Ferdinand Schiess
will go on display in the

ruthless army of 4,000 Zulu
warriors. The ensuring battle
became one of the most talked
about events in the annals of
the British Army.

More than 300 Zulus perished |
in the day and a half of fierce
fighting, with the loss of only 15 |
Redcoats.

Of the remainder, 11
subsequently received the
Victoria Cross, Britain’s highest
honour for valour.

And one of those recipients
was Corporal Schiess. i
While much has been written
about the Battle of Rorke’s Drift,
very little is known about the

Swiss mercenary himself.

the African continent.

In January 1879, right at the
start of the bloody Anglo-Zuiu
Wars, he was carried into the
field hospital at the army supply
depot at Rorke’s Drift with a bad
foot infection caused by
Mmarching across the veldt
Wearing ill fitting army boots.

The tiny depot consisted of
the hospital and a chapel that
Was also used to store bags of

- 8rain, boxes of biscuits and
| Packs of ammunition. To defend

the post were just 104 men.
For the Zulus, fighting to

~ Protect their land from the
| invaders, Rorke's Drift seemed

1o be an easy target.
liE,van so, they assembled an
4,000 warriors, armed

Schiess left his hospital bed, tore
off his bandages and limped to the
barricade just as it was about to
be breached by the Zulus,
bayoneting three in as many
minutes.

Corporal Schiess was
presented with his VC at a
ceremony in South Africa in 1880,
but his moment of glory was
short lived. Leaving the Army, he
was unable to find work and four
years later was found by British
sailors wandering the streets of
Cape Town suffering from
exposure and malnutrition.

They offered him a free passage
back to England, which he
gratefully accepted. But during the
voyage he became ill and died,
still with his VC. He was buried

of th ﬂ@attle of Rorke’s
}.ong came

The brass plaque that is now on display at the Rorke's Drift Museum in Natal. The
museum is on the site of the hospital where Corporal Schiess was a patient until he
was stung into action at the sound of the approaching Zulu army.

proposed to the Museum of the
Swiss Abroad that a special
exhibition should be created,
with a soldier’s uniform of tl
period, plus a rifle and bay
side by side with a Zulu spi

& Also on show will be a

ade replica gi.Corp

-
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VC, arranged by Jeffrey Long.
He said: “But there are still
many gaps in this story. Perhaps

one, somewhere will have
ne l’ecorgrof him or his faml!y

If so, | would be
ey could get in

ackgr

touch with me.




European Bank

for Reconstruction and Development

The European Bank

for Reconstruction and
Development has a unique
mission.

From its beginnings in
1991, when communism
was crumbling in eastern
Europe and the countries
of the former Soviet
Union, the Bank has
helped to foster private
enterprise and democratic
development.

Today the EBRD uses the

“tools of investment to help

build market economies in
29 countries from central
Europe to central Asia.

The EBRD is the largest
single investor in the
region and mobilises
significant foreign direct
investment beyond its
own financing.

Join a truly
international Bank
with a unique mission

The EBRD is an exciting and truly international place to work.
Staff members from around the globe come together to make a
difference in the countries in which we invest.

Our people give us a depth of talent, creativity, innovation and
experience that is second to none. We recruit exceptionally talented
people who represent a rich diversity of cultures, languages and
professional backgrounds.

Whether you're a banker, a risk manager, an economist, a lawyer
or an I'T professional, the EBRD has a variety of challenging
opportunities. Some are featured below.

Positions may be based at our London Headquarters or within

a Resident Office:

Banking

Our bankers, at varying levels of responsibility, originate and
execlite new transactions, Monitor existing exposures and engage
in developing and managing client relationships.

Using a broad spectrum of financial instruments (debt and equity),
the Bank finances projects in sectors such as infrastructure, financial
institutions, corporate, SME’s, energy and telecommunications
across the Bank’s countries of operation.

Legal

Our lawyers in the Office of the General Counsel provide
institutional and legal advice, as well as operational support
throughout the various functions within the Bank.

Within Banking operations, the Team work closely with the Banking
teams to ensure that the legal risks involved in the Bank’s
institutional activities and commercial operations are identified to
the Bank’s decision-makers, to be well managed and minimised.
They also ensure the Bank’s financing and other banking operations-
related agreements are monitored and complied with.

For full information on these and all other vacancies and to submit your on-line application, visit our website
at www.ebrdjobs.com. You may also register to receive ‘job alerts’ for future vacancies that arise.

Investing in countries from central Europe to central Asia
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Dr. Louis Guenin
B.D.S.,LD.S.,R.CS. (Eng.)

SWISS
DENTIST

24 Harcourt House,
19 Cavendish Square,
London W1G OPL

Tel: 020 7580 2244
Web: www.louisguenin.com

K N MARTIN

Chartered Certified Accountants

Peter Kemal FCCA, ATII
Swiss National
UK and International
Tax, Auditing and Accounting
Initial Consultation Free

21 East Street, Bromley
BRI 1QE
Tel: 020 8464 5951
Fax: 020 8313 0035

Committed to Excellence Email: peter @knmartin.co.uk

RESTAURANT

London’s original
Swiss restaurant
Mouthwatering Swiss specialities,
delicious fondues and real
Alpine hospitality.
Importer of Swiss wines: Varone, Mauler,
Guido Brivio, Testuz and Fassbind-Spirits

Monday-Friday 12pm-3pm and
6pm-11.30pm. Saturday 6pm-11.30pm.

161 Wardour Street, London W1F 8WJ
Tel: 0207 734 3324

Jeanne de Senarclens
MA Psych, ADIP, UKGP reg., MBACP

French Speaking

POICHUTRERAPIST
i GOUNSELLOR

The Gity Psychotherapy Service
60 Great Eastern Street, London EG2A 30R
m: 07919 661 638
&: contact@citypsuchotherapyservice.com
w: citypsychotherapyservice.com

building interiors furniture

lippswitzeriand
swiss quality

on time always

manufactured in switzerland, swiss management, swiss
fitters, established in uk since 2001

design can be by the client or provided by the lipp
switzerland team of in house architects and designers.

all trades are covered: kitchens, cabinetwork, bathroom
installation, plumbing, electrical work, masonry,
drylining, plastering, decorating, internal and external
doors, windows, decking, balustrading, sunshades,
stairs and much more.

for a free professional consultation, with no obligation,
please contact:

lipp switzerland Itd (uk)

phone 0044 2076 199 763  fax 0044 2076 Q72 371

lipp switzerland international gmbh (ch)
phone 0041 41 490 24 81 fax 0041 41 490 24 82

lipp switzerland s.l. (es)

phone 0034 971 677 182 fax 0034 971 677 182

email: info@lippswitzerland.ch
website: www.lippswitzerland.ch

ARE YOU HAVING DIFFICULTIES
FINDING YOUR FAVOURITE
SWISS WINE?

“ THEN give us a try? “
We stock speciality wines from around the world

with special emphasis on Switzerland and France,
most of which we import direct from the vineyard!

Our Swiss range includes wines from La Cote, Lavaux, Chablais,
Valais, Zurich Weinland,
Buendner Herrschaft and Ticino.

This includes both “easy drinking” as well as “speciality cuvees”
from some of the best Swiss producers.

Interested? Then contact Rudy or Brigitte on 0771 880 6337

We are a family business (Brigitte is Swiss), offering a personalised
service to the Swiss expatriate community and
UK wine enthusiasts.

Please contact us if you wish to receive our current price list
or if you would like to know more about our special offers

and recommendations.

R & B Wines Ltd

Suite 507, 28 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 3SS
Tel: 0771 880 6337 Fax: 020 7581 4851
Email: randbwines @aol.com
Internet: www.specialitywines.com

The Swiss Ball

Claridge’s — London, Saturday 22 November 2008

Featuring a live band, entertainment and a fabulous raffle - all at one of London’s most prestigious hotels!

The City Swiss Club are organising this year’s Swiss Ball at Claridge’s Hotel, for the Swiss community in the UK and all
friends of Switzerland. If you are not a member of the City Swiss Club, but would like to receive further details later in
the year, please contact Julie Streader by mail, phone or e-mail (details below) and you will be added to the mailing list.

City Swiss Club, Arbuthnot House, 20 Ropemaker Street, London EC2Y 9AR
Telephone: 020 7012 2400 www.cityswissclub.org info@cityswissclub.org

CITY SWISS CLUB

LONDON - FOUNDED IN 1856
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GORDON LEIGHTON

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
BUSINESS ADVISERS
Bi-Lingual - 60 Years Experience

UK TAX, BUSINESS &
PERSONAL FINANCE ADVICE
Domiciliary Services — Accounts
Company Start-Ups
Audits - VAT - Payrolls
Off-Shore & Fiduciary Services

For an initial no obligation
discussion, please contact:
YOGEELEN SAMEE Director
+44 (0)20 7831 8300
sameey@gordonl.com

20-23 Greville Street London EC1N 8SS
www.gordonl.co.uk

Swiss Church minister’s ‘one regret’ on leaving London

After five years as minister at the
Swiss Church in London, the Rev
David Leuenberger is leaving and
moving to Boston in the USA to
continue his studies.

He told Swiss Review: “I look back
at my time at the Swiss Church with
some sentimentality. | have had a
very happy and productive time here.

“I was particularly blessed with a
warm welcome and continuous support
of many friends and parishioners.

“There has been an enormous
amount of goodwill which carried me
and helped me carry on, and | thank
everyone for this.”

He said he would be taking with
him many memories of his stay here,
particularly the Sunday services
which once a month included
communion, which he said was one
of the strengths of the church, “and
something which should be copied
by other churches in Switzerland.”

He had really enjoyed group
discussions and parish weekends
away, with highlights ranging from
concerts to film and football
screenings, and celebrating the
church’s 150th anniversary.

He has been able to represent
the Swiss Church wth numerous
Swiss clubs. "Participating in their
events,” he said, “was not only a
privilege but also something | really
enjoyed doing.” But he said he would

SWITZERLAND’S
favourite soft drinks are
available in the UK —

RIVELLA

The famous wholesome soft
drink, with its delicious fruit
flavour, and its lightly sparkling
and appealing golden colour.
RIVELLA Red - a sporty
drink for active people.
RIVELLA Blue -

a sophisticated alternative
to alcohol.

RAMSEIER

Switzerland’'s most popular
apple juice, with its pure and
natural flavour that is so
beloved by consumers.

All these favourite tastes of Switzerland can be
purchased on-line, with total security and at our very
competitive prices, and delivered direct to your home.

Go to www.genorel.com NOW!

For large orders and for trade and wholesaler requests and enquiries,
please call 01306 646393 or email enquiries@genorel.com.

Imported by Genorel Soft Drinks, The Atrium, Curtis Road, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1XA

have one regret on leaving: “It is no
secret that only few people come to
services and to many other functions
at the Swiss Church.

“The Swiss in London are truly
privileged to have their own church
— with its own building in the centre
of London. | would have wished for

an even greater display of solidarity
from the wider Swiss community in
London — something which will
probably be made easier for them
when the new building will be the
pride of the church.”

For the full story see:
www.swissreview.co.uk/story/295

Guitar star helps celebrate National Day

Swiss jazz guitarist Nicolas Meier is
to perform at this year's National
Day celebrations in London, which
take place at the Swiss Church on
August 1.

Wilfried Rimensberger, chairman of
the Swiss National Day committee
said: “We intend to feature Swiss
artists who reflect the openness
and wide cultural understanding of
our country in their music.

“Nicholas Meier is one of the
most versatile and successful
Swiss guitarists on a global level.”

The event will feature a tombola
with more than 100 prizes, Mostbrockli, Bratwurst and raclette will be
served, together with plenty of Swiss wine and beer. Minister Anne-
Pascale Krauer Miller from the Swiss Embassy will be speaking.

Admission is £2 at the door and tickets cannot be booked in advance.
@ Swiss in Wales are to celebrate National Day at the Pembrokeshire
home of Beat Wahren, formerly executive chef at the Swiss Centre
Restaurants in London.

More details can be found at: www.swissinwales.com

Nicolas Meier: A family outing to the
Montreux Jazz Festival gave him the
inspiration to become a top guitarist
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Tea Room = Craft Bakery = Chocolatier
P

Burgers of Marlow Ltd

The Causeway ® Marlow = Buckinghamshire
SL7 1NF = Tel 01628 483389
www.burgersofmarlow.co.uk
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