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Sir Richard Branson is calling it “my Necker in the
Snow”, after the millionaires’ island he owns in the
Caribbean. Now, after a £7.5 million refurbishment,
the chalet-style hotel he bought on the slopes above
Verbier in the Valais is about to open its doors.

But a stay at Verbier Lodge will be way beyond the
means of most visitors to the bustling, super chic
resort. The ideal client will be expected to take over
all nine bedrooms and invite his friends along to
spend the week in the last word in luxury.

The cost? During the winter months just one week
alone starts at £35,000, going up to £57,000 in the
high season.

That includes exclusive use of the lodge for up to 18
adults and six children who will sleep together in the
Kids’ Bunk room, together with an indoor pool and mini
ice rink, indoor and outdoor jacuzzi, fully equipped gym
- and your own driver on call 24 hours a day.

You’ll still have to buy your own ski passes for
Verbier and the Four Valleys, offering one of the
largest ski areas in the Alps. However, as much
Champagne as you like will be on the house. As the

most:
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prospectus puts it: “No limit is placed on the amount
of food or drink consumed, and guests are
encouraged to treat the Lodge like their own home.
They are therefore welcome to help themselves to
anything they want at any time.”

Verbier Lodge is the latest jewel in the crown of
Sir Richard Branson's holiday company, Virgin
Limited Edition. His four other top holiday spots
include Necker island, in the British Virgin Islands
group.

This was named after a Swiss, Jacques Necker,
who was born in Geneva and found his fortune in
Paris, where he became a French statesman and
Louis XVI’s finance minister.

He married the daughter of a Lausanne pastor and
their own daughter was to achieve fame in her own
right as the renowned author Madame de Staél.

Jacques Necker’s downfall came when he crossed
swords with the powerful Marie Antoinette, then
became involved in the French Revolution and was
eventually exiled to Coppet near Geneva where he
died in 1804.

Thirty years after his death, the Swiss home of
the ‘exiled’ Charlie Chaplin is about to hecome
a unique museum. Read about it on Page 3.

Railways’ resurgence

It's quicker - and cheaper - than ever. Rail travel
to Switzerland is getting a big boost in order to
compete with airlines. Find out more on Pages 4-5.

Studer’s fightback

He may have failed to hecome a Swiss MP at the
last federal elections, but Edgar Studer is still on
the campaign trail. It’s all explained on Page 8.

Switzerland in the UK has its own Internet site,
continually bringing you up to the minute news of
the latest events as well as major stories from the
most recent issues and links to other interesting
sites in hoth the UK and Switzerland. To access it
go to: www.swissreview.co.uk

News about any forthcoming events that will be of
interest to our readers should be emailed to:
editor@meakin.net




You’ve never tasted better

.IQ : 2,
Made in Switzerland by one of the country’s top sausage makers, these tasty Swiss Sausages are the
genuine article. Only the finest quality pork, beef and veal, and all-natural casings are used, and
each sausage is gently poached in water or smoked over beechwood grown in Switzerland. They’ve
won praise from food writers like Caroline Boucher of Observer Food Monthly, for their incredible

flavour. Now you can enjoy the taste for yourself, right here in the UK, with this excellent offer
from award-winning butcher Donald Russell.

Special Offer

Enjoy four popular
varieties of genuine

Swiss Sausage,
all for just

£14

WITH FREE DELIVERY
SAVE £9.95

(Usual price £23.95, including delivery)

Donald Russell grass-fed
cattle enjoy a It(lllll(l] diet

Totally scrumptious

Caroline Boucher,
Observer Food Monthly

Your Swiss Sausage
Selection contains:

4 Toggenburgerli (Swiss
Smoked Pork Sausages)

FREE PROFESSIONAL
FREEZING SERVICE

(PACKED TO ARRIVE IN PERFECT CONDITION*

Your sausages are packed in professional-grade vacuum-sealed
packs, the most natural way to keep them fresher for longer, and
fully protected during transit in insulated packaging.

Sturdy presentation box \‘—

insulated lining Goods are vacuum-

sealed for freshness

—
Barcode tracks your
overnight delivery
Reinforced tamper-proof straps Tough bash-resistant cool box

\FREE RE-USABLE COOLBOX *Independently tested/

ITEM QTY PRICE
Swiss Sausage Selection (D860) PLUS Free Guide £14.00

TOTAL :
Title

(Offer is limited to 2 per household and cannot be used in conjunction with any other Donald Russell offer)

| enclose a cheque for £ made payable to Donald Russell Ltd.

Please write your name and address on the back of all cheques.

Or please debit my Visa/Switch/Mastercard number:

Address

We will professionally shock-freeze your
order at no extra charge, to help preserve
the quality. This fast, super-cold method
is scientifically proven to lock in the taste,
nutrients and natural juices, and avoid the
damage caused by home-freezing.

Plus FREE

Swiss Sausage
Cooking Guide !
and Recipe
Booklet.

Initials Surname

Post Code

in pack of 4 (average pack weight 266g)

4 Wienerli (Swiss Pork
and Beef Sausages)

in pack of 4 (average pack weight 200g)

2 St Galler Kalbsbratwurst

(Swiss Veal Sausages)
in pack of 2 (average pack weight 280g)

2 Riesen Cervelas (Swiss

Giant Pork Sausages)
in pack of 2 (average pack weight 340g)

Extremely tasty

Clarissa Hyman, Country Living

i~

lssue Valid Exp 3 Digit
No From Date Security No

{on signature strip)

FRAUD PREVENTION Please give your landline telephone number. This is
essential to complete your order and will NOT be passed on to a third party.

Landline Telephone

Signature

Call Now: 01467 629666 or go to www.donaldrussell.com/special

Contact Telephone

Email®

X DAY MONTH YEAR
Which date would you like us to deliver? 08
Tue Wed Thur Fri

Where can we leave your parcel?
Please advise where your parcel can be left safely if you're not in when we call.

*We accasionally make our mailing list available to carefully screened companies (we never release phone
numbers). If you do not wish ta receive such mailings, whether by post or email, please tick this box

OPEN
7 DAYS

W&M Managing Director \
i Your money back if 1
| you’ve ever tasted better

GUARANTEED

Donald Russell, Harlaw Road, Inverurie,
Aberdeenshire, AB51 4FR.
email: info@donaldrussell.co.uk
www.donaldrussell.com



Swiss pay tribute to the Little Tramp who lived his

final years among them in peace

Swiss newspapers and TV have
been commemorating the life of
the poor boy from a London
orphanage who became the
cinematic icon of the 20th century.

It was on Christmas Day 30
years ago that Charlie Chaplin died
at his home above Lake Geneva,
where he had lived for 24 years
after being exiled from the USA.

The 30th anniversary of his death
has seen a resurgence of interest by

RESTAURANT

London’s original
Swiss restaurant
Mouthwatering Swiss specialities,
delicious fondues and real
Alpine hospitality.

Importer of Swiss wines: Varone, Mauler,
Guido Brivio, Testuz and Fassbind-Spirits

Monday-Friday 12pm-3pm and
6pm-11.30pm. Saturday 6pm-11.30pm.

161 Wardour Street, London W1F 8WJ
Tel: 0207 734 3324

Swiss newspapers and television in
the remarkable story of the little
tramp who made good, became a
multi-millionaire, was vilified by
extreme right politicians and ended
his final years in the peace and
tranquillity of his Swiss home, where
he died at the age of 88.

Today the links between London
and his Swiss resting place are
marked by twin bronze statues,
one on the promenade at Vevey,
where he looks out over the Lake
of Geneva, and the other where he
stands proudly in Leicester Square,
the heart of London's Theatreland.

Soon we shall be hearing much
more about Chaplin and his
immeasurable gift to the world of
entertainment when his last home,
the Manoir de Ban outside the
village of Corsier-sur-Vevey, reopens
as the Chaplin museum.

The magnificent house, built in
old English Colonial style with an
impressive white colonnade, had
been lying derelict for many years
before Chaplin, his wife Oona and
their eight children moved in.

Now the family are about to sign
a deal with a group of Luxembourg
investors who plan to spend Sffr.

Available in Bnglish for the first time!

The classic Swiss children’s story

tlustrated by Alols Carigiet

Will Ursli find the big cowbell
in time to lead the spring

procession through his village?

Order a copy from

www.florisbooks.co.uk

or call 0845370 0067
yd
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contact
the
editor

Reports of Swiss society
activities and coming

events, and articles and
correspondence for the
‘Switzerland in the UK’
section of the Swiss Review,
should go to the editor:
Derek Meakin
30 Manor Road

Bramhall SK7 3LY.

Tel: 0161 296 0619.

His email address is:
editor@meakin.net.

All enquiries regarding
advertising should go to :

Jeffrey Long

30 Finsbury Drive

Bradford BD2 10QA.

Tel/fax: 01274 588 189.
e The ‘Switzerland in the UK’
supplement appears four
times a year. The deadline
for the next issue containing
UK news, to be distributed in
April, is February 25.

¥

Charlie Chaplin in The Immigrant (1917).
Thirty six years later he became an
immigrant himself — in Switzerland

35 million on turning it into a
permanent memorial both to the
little man with the tiny moustache,
battered bowler hat, leaking boots,
oversized trousers held up with
string and wobbly cane — and to
the pioneering early days of the
cinema which he exemplified.

Swiss quality on time always

lippswitzeriand

manufactured in Switzerland, swiss management,
swiss fitters, established in uk since 2001.

design can be by the clients or provided in house
by lipp switzerland team (incl. architect) and
own designers.

all trades are covered: kitchen, cabinetwork,
bathroom installation, plumbing, electrical
work,  masonry, dry-lining, plastering,
decorating, internal and external doors,
windows, decking, balustrading, sunshades,
stairs and much more.

for a free professional consultation, with no
obligation, please contact:

0044 1582 460 487
0041 41 490 24 81

0034 971 721 322
0041 41 490 24 82

lipp switzerland Itd (uk)
lipp switzerland gmbh (ch)
lipp switzerland s.l. (es)
Fax for all countries

email: info@lippswitzerland.ch
website: www.lippswitzerland.ch
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With alrpolr chaos?
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unless passengers started their fares for the second leg, from Switzerland, with total journey

inslopenineio f the rejuvenated St |eé:::; t::’;;r?e ;l:,nz":‘:,ha;d,;:::: Bae Pt juurneypfrom Lindon, the cost of Paris to destinations in times from London as little as six
P:fncre.\s s an_r.l t_he new, 58 e Yor Gemveva wher; Eurostar’s chief executive, rail travel to get to St Pancras Switzerland start at £40 second and a half hours.
mile high-speed fall inicESgCeR t al trains can t;ke them on Richard Brown, said: “Britain has would be prohibitive. But he said class and £80 first class. We also show the total return
AT Fo_lkstone haghros final destination. now joined the European high- that train companies operating There are 17 Eurostar trains a fare, starting at £89 from London
Switzerland a httlt:) cl?ser .to.the ir t:aG esi Ide I'Est they can speed rail club.” And he added north of London were now playing day going from London to Paris, to Geneva or Basle and at £111
UK. And many Swiss in Britain hove ikl a;e Zurich, via ’ that even for people travelling their part in introducing attractive . from where a constant steam of °  from London to Zurich. But note
been wastmg no time in trying out oLBasIe :nd Z u';((:’ 1:1 i from Yorkshire journey times were through fares from Yorkshire, TGVs take them directly to major that the railways have adopted the
the new service for e ' ks RI’:im':Rhonei will “broadly the same” as for flying, Scotland and the Midlands. Swiss cities for connection to same variable pricing structure as

'!'hey‘ve f.ound that t it 'm.g ¢ ;, n even quicker due to the lengthier check-in A deal between Eurostar and regional or local trains. the budget airlines, which means
train to Switzerland via Paris is not ke ithem o g & times at airports. the UK’s major train operators The table below shows the total that the earlier you book the
only quickerithan ever - but mHch rae D“g o tar service from “It's as quick, and more means return fares from UK cities number of trains going via Paris to cheaper it will be. Sometimes the
Z:e:zgd!han they might have Strlr:n:z: t:r:: ris travels at up frequent,” he sé'lid. “And we will be to Paris are as low as £59. Return difference can be quite substantial.

?l'he first leg of their journey, by to 186 mph from London to matching airline prices.” L:r::gf::; ::::dvm::(?: Pliciesed
Eurostar from London to Paris, Folkestone - twice the speed of There had been fears that Viegin i ikiich Liajal to

now takes only 2 hours 15 minutes.
From there dozens of high-speed
TGV trains a day go directly to

Switzerland.
From the Gare

even Britain’s fastest domestic
rail service. It drops slightly to
168 mph under the Channel

London Euston from cities like
Glasgow, Liverpool
and Birmingham, point out one
7 2 15 & : other advantage of their new
Paris g : : - ; i By .. arrangement with
o ! " operators on the
. Continent.

From now on
you pay only one
fare to go from
your local station

to your destination
in Switzerland.
Before you had to buy
three different tickets —
from your home

WHERE TO FIND OUT MORE, OR TO BOOK TICKETS

Swiss Travel Centre: Tel 0207 420 4900. Web: www.stc.co.uk
Rail Europe: Tel 0844 848 4070. Web: www.raileurope.co.uk Basle

Neuchéately

Geneva
Lausanne
7Bemq z
Basle
igrwch i
¢ Neuchatel

I

station to Euston, another ticket between London Euston and St

from London to Paris, and a third Pancras International.”

from Paris to Switzerland. To find the actual times of trains
“What's more,” they add, “your between the UK and Switzerland

fare will also cover the transfer use the interactive Swiss timetable

at: www.swissreview.co.uk

Pictures
© SNCF-CAV




| ‘ Join a truly
IS4 international Bank
| | with a unique mission

The EBRD is an exciting and truly international place to work.
The European Bank Staff members from around the globe come together to make a

for Beconstiuction sl difference in the countries in which we invest.

Development has a unique | Our people give us a depth of talent, creativity, innovation and
mission. experience that is second to none. We recruit exceptionally talented

. people who represent a rich diversity of cultures, languages and
professional backgrounds.

From its beginnings in ’ : _
Whether you're a banker, a risk manager, an economist, a lawyer

or an IT professional, the EBRD has a variety of challenging

opportunities. Some of our typical roles are featured below.

1991, when communism
was crumbling in eastern

Europe and the countries
Positions may be based at our London Headquarters or within

a Resident Office.

of the former Soviet
Union, the Bank has
helped to foster private

enterprise and democratic Banking

development.

Our bankers, at varying levels of responsibility, originate and

execute new transactions, monitor existing exposures and engage

Today the EBRD uses the

in developing and managing client relationships.
tools of investment to help

build market economies in Using a broad spectrum of debt and equity instruments, the Bank
29 countries from central , finances projects in a variety of business segments from corporate
’ sector, to energy, telecoms, SME’s, financial institutions and

Europe to central Asia. : , : .
infrastructure across the Bank’s countries of operation.

The EBRD is the largest L ]

single investor in the eg

region and mobilises .

& The Office of the General Counsel comprises several teams of
lawyers working on the various activities of the Bank. This includes
mvestment beyoﬂd 1tS ’ the provision of legal advice to facilitate the Bank’s investment and
own financing. i treasury operations, institutional and administrative support to the
‘ Bank’s status as an international entity, as well as policy dialogue
and legal reform work in transition countries.

significant foreign direct

For full information on all opportunities currently available and to submit your on-line application, visit
our website at www.ebrdjobs.com. You may also register to receive ‘job alerts’ for future vacancies that arise.

Investing in countries from central Europe to central Asia



Ursula Ross
takes the
helm in
Edinburgh

Edinburgh Swiss Club has a new
president. At the recent AGM
Ursula Ross took over from
Freddie Wyser, who had been
combining the role with the
presidency of FOSSUK, the

Newly arrived Consul General Reto Renggli (centre) with FOSSUK president Freddie
Wyser and new president of Edinburgh Swiss Club, Ursula Ross

PAN-THE:DALE o

0

The Themans family are proud to offer
our own delicious, authentic Swiss
| recipe Scheublig, Bratwurst,
i Landjaeger, Salami, Pancetta,
Prosciutto & Bresaola, together with
traditional British meat delicacies, all
made on the farm
www.wenlockedgefarm.com
Call: 01694 771 312 or 01694 771 203
Fax: 0845 299 1528
Email: contactus@wenlockedgefarm.com
or visit us at our farm shop at
Longville-in-the-Dale in Shropshire.

Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK. Under its new president
Scotland’s biggest Swiss club has
planned a wide range of events to

Will those plastic Swiss ID cards be

accepted in the UK?

A reader writes: “I have read that
from this year all foreign nationals
in the UK will have to carry
biometric ID cards. Can | take it
that as far as Swiss nationals are
concerned the credit card sized
passport will be sufficient?”

Swiss Review put the question
to the UK Identity and Passport
Service. This is what they said:

“Although the Identity Cards Act
provides for ID cards to be issued
to all those legally resident in the
UK, the exact timetable for the roll
out has yet to be finalised.

“Consequently the roll out to
foreign nationals has yet to be
defined.”

At the Swiss Embassy we were
told that while it is expected that
eventually a biometric ID card will
be necessary for all foreigners in
Britain, whether Swiss or EU
nationals, a valid national
passport will be acceptable for ID
purposes.

It was pointed out however that
the small plastic card is not a
passport but is really a Swiss
Identity Card, which means it may

0118 926 8598

Iookin for an
\ Alphorn
\ Player~

cEvents '\
°Weddings
{enquiries / bookings:
AmazingAlphorn.com

The Swiss passport and ID card: Only
the passport may be recognised as an
ID card in the UK in the future

not be sufficient for identification
purposes in the UK.

They added that, despite this,
the card remains a valid travel
document for entry into the UK.

The Embassy assured us that
as soon as they are informed
officially of the scope and
timetable of the proposed ID
scheme they will ensure that all
Swiss citizens are given all the
necessary information.

Jeanne de Senarclens |
MA Psych, ADIP, UKCP reg., MBAGP

French Speaking

POICHUTRERAPIST
o GUUNGELLOR

The ity Psychotherapy Service
60 Great Eastern Street, London EC2A 30R
m: 07919 661 631
e: contact@citypsychotherapyservice.com
w: citupsychotherapyservice.com

© Mail order available »

take place during 2008. Full details | © Trade enquiries welcome ©

can be obtained from the club’s

secretary, Pam Smart, whose email
address is pam@tweedside.co.uk.
A new face at club events is the
newly appointed Swiss Consul
General in Scotland, 38 year old
Reto Renggli, who has now replaced
Consul General Bruno Widrig.

MIYER JUBILEE
 NEWQUAY

|~ 9 [\
Mrrengginasoeenmtne | Room AAY Guest House
WISS forelgn service since g | ¥ LS
Followin postings in vencower, | LIIIEE SWISS Manacement
Stuttgart and Bonn, he returned to \

Switzerland to work on promoting ‘ ‘hone or write for 2008 price list to:
Sulss exports wih the OSEC 13 Berry Road. Newquay
Business Network in Zurich. 7 :

Armed with this experience he ‘ Cornwall TR 1Al
joined the Swiss Embassy in ' “phone 0163¢ 84 334 or log-on to:
Warsaw as head of the Swiss ‘ 2 Ly
www.silverjubileehotel.co.uk

Business Hub in Poland, where he
stayed until taking up his current

Andvew & Judith will be pleased to hear from you.
post in Edinburgh.

ARE YOU HAVING DIFFICULTIES
FINDING YOUR FAVOURITE
SWISS WINE?

THEN give us a try?

We stock speciality wines from around the world
with special emphasis on Switzerland and France,
most of which we import direct from the vineyard!

Our Swiss range includes wines from La Cote, Lavaux, Chablais,
Valais, Zurich Weinland,
Buendner Herrschaft and Ticino.

This includes both “easy drinking” as well as “speciality cuvees”
from some of the best Swiss producers.

Interested? Then contact Rudy or Brigitte on 0771 880 6337

We are a family business (Brigitte is Swiss), offering a personalised
service to the Swiss expatriate community and
UK wine enthusiasts.

Please contact us if you wish to receive our current price list
or if you would like to know more about our special offers
i and recommendations. i

R & B Wines Ltd

Suite 507, 28 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 3SS
Tel: 0771 880 6337 Fax: 020 7581 4851
Email: randbwines @aol.com
Internet: www.specialitywines.com
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Edgar Studer: ‘I'll fight on to get
the Swiss Abroad into Parliament’

OF pmarroW

Tea Room = Craft Bakery = Chocolatier
P

|

e o

A
= P J

PPN T ang

Burgers of Marlow Ltd

The Causeway m Marlow = Buckinghamshire
SL7 1iNF = Tel 01628 483389
www.burgersofmarlow.co.uk

Switzerland’s
favourite
drink is

available
in the WiSE—

For details of where
and how to buy your S
favourite taste of e
home please go to
www.genorel.com
or call 01306 646393

Imported by Genorel Soft Drinks,

The Atrium, Curtis Road, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1XA

He may have failed in his second
attempt to become a Swiss MR And
he says he'll be too old to be a
candidate in 2011. But the spritely
pensioner from the sleepy Berkshire
village of Finchampstead is determined
to do all he can to ensure the Swiss
Abroad will eventually be
represented in the Swiss Parliament.

There were 32 candidates from
outside Switzerland who fought the
latest federal elections. None of
them got anywhere near winning.

Two of them stood in canton
Schaffhausen — Edgar and Rolf Schudel
from South Africa. They managed to
achieve 1.1 per cent of the vote.

“We didn't really stand a chance,”
said Edgar, who before coming to
England was a civil servant in
Bulach, Canton Zurich.

“Everything was against us. The
main candidates didn't want us to
take part. and the voters made clear
they didn't want someone from
abroad to represent them in the
national Parliament.”

The problem first came home to
them when a press conference was
called to introduce the candidates,
and the organisers told them
straight they only wanted the main
candidates to be there.

One reason they gave was that the
media would concentrate on the novelty
factor of two ‘foreigners’ taking part
and would ignore the main issues.

So how can the Swiss Abroad
overcome such obstacles? Edgar is
convinced the only answer is for the
Swiss Abroad to have its own
candidates.

He explained: “In October there
were 165,000 Swiss overseas with
the right to vote. But their votes
were divided among all the cantons.
The Swiss Abroad candidates had
no chance of being elected.

“The Swiss Abroad should be
considered as a separate canton,
with its own candidates. Only when
we have our own seat in Parliament
will we be able to have a say on the

‘Now we have got to keep up the
momentum,’ says Edgar Studer

many issues that affect the Swiss
Abroad.

“The Swiss Abroad have the right
to vote, but no representation in
Parliament. That cannot be right.
Rudolf Wyder, the director of the
Organisation of the Swiss Abroad,
agrees with me that we've got to
move forward. We have to keep up
the momentum.”

Edgar Studer admits there are a
lot of hurdles to jump over. The main
one being to persuade MPs to
change the Swiss constitution to
make this possible. And for that it
will mean getting the support of
politicians.

He's going to start by lobbying
officers of his own party. And he’'ll be
doing the same in Berne at the next
meeting of the OSA in April, where
he is a deputy delegate representing
the UK.

Golf day,,

Plans are now
underway to hold
another Swiss Golf Day

in the spring.

6 Y >

XL A
Any golfer interested should”
contact Jeffrey Long on
01274 588 189.

Dr. Louis Guenin
B.D.S.,,L.D.S.,R.CS. (Eng.)

SWISS
DENTIST

24 Harcourt House,
19 Cavendish Square,
London W1G OPL

Tel: 020 7580 2244
Web: www.louisguenin.com

Committed to Excellence

K N MARTIN

Chartered Certified Accountants

Peter Kemal FCCA, ATII
Swiss National
UK and International
Tax, Auditing and Accounting
Initial Consultation Free

21 East Street, Bromley
BRI 1QE
Tel: 020 8464 5951
Fax: 020 8313 0035
Email: peter @knmartin.co.uk
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