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85th Congress

of the Swiss Abroad,
Geneva,

17-19 August 2007

United and committed:
the Swiss on humanitarian
missions

The 8s5th Congress of the
Swiss Abroad will be devoted
entirely to Switzerland’s active
involvement in humanitarian
aid worldwide. The event will
provide a behind-the-scenes
look at the humanitarian work
that goes on in Geneva.

The programme of the 2007
congress, which will focus on
humanitarian Switzerland, is
currently being finalised. In ad-
dition to Swiss Federal Presi-
dent Micheline Calmy-Rey and
ICRC President Jakob Kellen-
berger, we will have the great
honour of welcoming Tim
Aline Rebeaud to the plenary
session on Saturday 18 August.
Ms Rebeaud is the founder of
the Maison Chance and Centre
Envol homes for orphans and
disabled children in Vietnam’s
Ho Chi Minh City.

There will also be a panel
debate in which Walter Fust,

Geneva, the city hosting the Congress of the Swiss Abroad

the director-general of the
Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC);
Peter Brey, the general secre-
tary of Terre des Hommes
Switzerland; and Isabelle
Segui-Bitz, the president of
Médecins Sans Frontieres, will
discuss the topic “Humanitar-
ian aid: Partner or competi-
tor?” A representative of the
United Nations will also take
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part in the debate, which will
analyse the relationships be-
tween the different organisa-
tions involved in providing hu-
manitarian aid. The discussion
will be chaired by Swiss Soli-
darity Head of Communica-
tion Roland Jeanneret. Issues
under debate will include how
aid organisations work to-
gether to provide assistance ef-
ficiently, and whether they
complement one another or
compete like companies in the
free market.

After visits to the offices of
the UN and the ICRC,
planned for Saturday after-
noon, participants will be in-
vited to attend discussion
groups on a variety of topics
related to humanitarian aid
and involving the relevant or-
ganisations. This will be fol-
lowed by an evening of enter-
tainment aboard the
“Lausanne” on Lake Geneva.
Finally, on Sunday, the charm-
ing side of Geneva will be pre-
sented to the guests from the
Fifth Switzerland, with visits
to landmarks like the Cité
Calvin and the Chateau de

Penthe, which houses the

Museum of the Swiss Abroad.
Further information on the

Congress: www.aso.ch

Super deals for
young Swiss abroad

This year, as every year,

there’s plenty to discover in

Switzerland. The youth offers

of the Organisation for the

Swiss Abroad (0SA) are as

attractive as always, and yet

often surprisingly new. So

how about a trip to Switzer-

land? It would be a shame to

miss the opportunity.

Aside from its traditional
youth offers, the OSA’s pro-
gramme of events for 2007 in-
cludes two attractive new
projects for young Swiss
abroad. In August, there will
be a seminar in Geneva entitled
“United and committed: the
Swiss on humanitarian mis-
sions”. The seminar will famil-
iarise young people with Swit-
zerland’s humanitarian
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tradition, and they will be able
to visit the offices of the
ICRC, UN and NGOs. To-
gether with Terre des Hom-
mes, we'll be organising a street
campaign on children’s rights.
At the weekend, the young
people will be actively involved
in debating this issue and will
have a chance to meet and talk
to Swiss Federal President
Calmy-Rey at the Congress of
the Swiss Abroad.

In October, the OSA plans
to run a workshop on the Swiss
general elections. Young peo-
ple will be introduced to the
political system in Switzerland,
analyse the election campaign
and visit political parties and
politicians. They will therefore
gain first-hand experience of
the Federal Council and Upper
Chamber elections and valua-
ble insight into direct democ-
racy.

The exciting thing about the
summer camps is that they bring
together young people from
different countries and cul-
tures. The OSA organises ac-
tivity holidays, wide-ranging
sporting events, project work,
excursions, workshops, parties
and much else besides. As a re-
sult, your children will quickly
overcome any inhibitions they
might have about trying out a
new language. Meeting people
in similar situations is both fun
and exciting. And there are
plenty of opportunities to
make new friends.

The dates:

Summer camp 1 in La Punt:
15.7.-27.7.2007

Summer camp 2 in La Punt:
29.7.-10.8.2007

Mobile Switzerland:

the Bernese Oberland:
1.10.-7.10.2007

0SA guide to education

in Switzerland

This programme is aimed
at young people who are

interested in vocational train-
ing in Switzerland or who
would simply like to sit in on
teaching at a Swiss university
or tertiary college. We offer
individual advice and explain
the education and training
available in Switzerland.
You'll meet students who

will show you their university,
you'll live in a guest family
and be given a travel pass with
which you can explore all

of Switzerland in complete
freedom.

Language teaching

Swiss abroad can freshen up
their German or French in
two-week language courses, live
with an open-minded guest
family, experience day-to-day
life in Switzerland, and enjoy
an attractive programme of lei-
sure activities that ensures the
courses are both entertaining
and fun to take part in.

So dig out your diary and
plan your summer holiday in
Switzerland. You won’t regret
it. Just visit our Web site,
www.aso.ch, where you'll find
details of all the programmes.
You can also get information
about the above offers by
writing to the Youth Service at
youth@aso.ch

0SA receives
donation from Swiss
abroad artist

Swiss artist zZZARA, who lives
and works in Spain, has pro-
duced a series of five pictures
entitled “Yo 2005” especially
for the meeting room at OSA
headquarters. The work fo-
cuses on the presence of the
Swiss around the world as well
as the Berne-based organisa-
tion representing their inter-
ests back at home. The artist
presented his pictures to the
OSA at a private view on

17 November. More informa-
tion on the artist and his work
can be found at www.zzara.com

Dashing through
the snow...

What do you do if you're at
winter camp, there’s hardly
any snow outside and the
cable-car ride to the pistesis a
trip to green slopes? Exactly:
you make your own snow.

This was the situation facing the
ten camp leaders in Hasliberg
Reuti during the winter camp
from 27 December 2006 to 5
January 2007. With an autumn
storm raging outside, they de-
cided to play their trump card
and try out a few tasty recipes in
the warm house rather than
sending the children out into
the wind and rain. The plan of
action was hatched over a plate
of spaghetti, a sure-fire way to
find something for everyone,
and one that needs little prepa-
ration. The only risk for the or-
ganisers is that the young chefs
forget to pack their culinary
masterpieces in the rush to get
ready at the end of the camp or
decide to leave them because
they won't fit into their suitcase.
That’s why experienced and
forward-thinking camp leaders
prefer running cooking work-
shops at which the finished
products can be eaten right
away, like that wintertime clas-
sic: biscuits prepared, cut out
and decorated by the children

themselves. Having weighed out
the ingredients, beaten the eggs
and marvelled at the amount of
chocolate that goes into the
mix, the children took great care
imaginatively constructing en-
tire houses from their biscuits.
Indeed, the children’s creativity
knew no bounds.

The nicest experience for the
young bakers was dusting their
typical Swiss chalet in icing
sugar until it was submerged in
deep, sweet snowdrifts.

Incidentally, Fate was kind to
the camp community. It snowed
heavily in the first few days of
the new year, and the novice ski-
ers and snowboarders were
eventually treated to so much
powder snow that they are
bound to want to come back for
more next year.

SIMONE RINER, FOUNDATION FOR
YOUNG SWISS ABROAD

“Switzerland -
Land of Chocolate”

The title and part of the text
of the article printed in our
December issue were largely
based on the work of the
author and journalist Alain

J. Bougard, a French-Swiss
expert on the history of choco-
late, details of whose book you
will find below. We understand
that he is currently working on
a follow-up. “CH comme
CHocolat”, Alain J. Bougard,
Published by Slatkine, Geneva,
09/2001, hardback, 120 pages,
French, with many illustrations.
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