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Editorial. Dear Readers in the United States

Most of you don't know that I have worked for the Swiss Foreign Service for about 30 years. During that time

I have lived in Europe, Africa, Asia, Latin and North America. Time and again I was amazed at how many in-

teresting Swiss I was meeting. For such a small country, we are truly well represented abroad. Nothing is more

fascinating than asking: “Why did you emigrate? How did you get to live here? What did you do before?” And

simply: “How long since you left Switzerland?” And the stories I hear vary from fairy tale to horror movie.

Once again in this edition of Swiss Review you will read about an architect, a painter and three watchmakers.

I hope you enjoy their stories. And if you know somebody whose life story would be worth relating in these

pages, do not hesitate to contact me. Address below.

Book Reviews
School for Genius -

The Story of the ETH
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THE STORY OF THE ETH
THE SWISS FEDERAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
FROM 18535 TO THE PRESENT

THOMAS MOORE
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The Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology, from 1855 to the
Present, by Thomas Moore

The Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology in Zurich, usually
known as ETH, is one of the fore-
most technological and science
universities in the world. More
than twenty Nobel laureates are
connected with this institution,
among them Einstein and
Roentgen, the discoverer of x-
rays. However, this school is not
as well known in the United
States as it deserves. Therefore,

so to speak as a birthday present
for its 150th anniversary, some
alumni and others contacted the
American writer Thomas Moore
to write the book “School for Ge-
nius - The Story of the ETH, the
Swiss Federal Institute of Tech-
nology, from 1855 to the Pres-
ent.” Starting with a survey of
the history and the political
structure of Switzerland, the au-
thor describes how shortly after
this country constituted itself as
amodern state, in the upcoming
industrial age the necessity of
an engineering school arose. A
faculty of highest quality had
been assembled from all over Eu-
rope when in 1855 the Federal
Polytechnic opened its doors.
The school grew and expanded,
a second campus was estab-
lished at the fringes of Zurich,
and today a new project of a sci-
ence city comes into being that
includes also dormitories, apart-
ments and shops.
This very well written book con-
tains many photographs and a
foreword by Faith Whittlesey,
former U.S. Ambassador to Swit-
zerland. It is published by
Front Street Press,
49 Front Street,
Rockville Centre, NY 11571.
HEINRICH MEDICUS

WAL BAUR, EDITOR, REGIONAL NEWS USA

Leaving Europe

gl
o

HENDRICKS

By Monique Hendricks

The author calls it “Leaving Eu-
rope”, but it is not just a journey
out of Europe, it is the struggle
of a young person, growing up in
a privileged, French speaking
doctors’ family, living in a Ger-
man speaking part of Switzer-
land. Her father, who feels supe-
rior to everything Swiss German,
keeps her separate of the local
population and deprives her of
establishing solid roots. In her
constant search for her own
identity she works and studies
in several European countries,
and finally settles in the USA. As
so many immigrants, she ob-
serves the imperfections of the

Articles
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country of her choice, but en-
joys the personal freedom it pro-
vides.
The book is available at:
www.Xlibris.com or
Orders@Xlibris.com or
1-888-795-4274
JEANNETTE MEIER
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Ups and Downs of a Swiss Miss
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Ups and downs of a Swiss Miss
By Olivia Vavrin
One way or another, most of us
have experienced it too. Emi-
grating from Switzerland to a
foreign country, you only have
heard about from the news,
books or maybe from a good
friend. The huge expectations:
Maybe they will roll out the red
carpet? And then, the first im-
pressions of all the things that
are so different. Till finally, the
even slower acclimatization to
the new surroundings.
Our young writer experiences
the same problems, and tells it
in a witty and easy to read narra-
tion. Not only from her second
home New Zealand, but also
continued on next page
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New York

The Swiss Society of
New York Celebrates its

125" Anniversary

On February 3, 2007, the Swiss
Society of New York celebrated
its 125" anniversary at the tra-
ditional Swiss Ball in New York's

Ambassador Urs Ziswiler greeting the
guests

Pierre Hotel. The more than 230
guests who were present at the
Swiss Society’s historical event
included the Swiss Ambassador
to the United States, Urs Ziswi-
ler, and the Swiss Society’s guest
of honor, Claude Nobs, founder
of the world-famous Montreux

Swiss singer Sue Mathys was among
the entertainers of the evening

Jazz Festival, which celebrated
its 40th Anniversary in 2006. The
Swiss Society honored Mr. Nobs
for his achievements in bringing
the cultures of the United States
and Switzerland together.

The Ball program featured a jam
session with Claude Nobs and
Swiss saxophonist and compo-
ser, Daniel Schnyder, a perfor-
mance by Swiss singer, Sue Ma-
thys, and, as always, lots of
dancing to the music of the
Marv Austin Orchestra. In their
welcome addresses, Ambassador
Ziswiler, and Daniel Wuersch,
President of the Swiss Society,
reminisced about the history of
the Swiss Society and provided
an outlook for the future.

The annual Swiss Ball organized
by he Swiss Society has a long
and proud tradition. In 1888,
the Swiss Club, as the Swiss So-
ciety of New York was then
called, began to hold annual
banquets at fancy New York ho-
tels. In 1920 the Annual
Banquet became the Swiss
Society’s Annual Banquet and

Ball. The flagship event for the
Swiss community and friends of
Switzerland in New York was
renamed Swiss Ball in 1998.
The Swiss Club of New York was

Ms Lubarsky and Dr. Ruth with Mr. Nobs

SWISS MOVING SERVICE

TO AND FROM ANYWHERE IN U.S.
SWITZERLAND OR WORLDWIDE

e Personal service and individual advice
e Door to door service for household goods and motor cars,
by ocean or by air
¢ Consolidation service to New York, California, Canada and Australia

U.S. Office

OVERSEAS BROKERS, INC.
111 Great Neck Road

Great Neck, NY 11021
phone: (516) 773-6100

Toll free: (800) 752-1102
fax: (516) 773-6103
info@overseasbrokers.com

Swiss Office

SWISS MOVING SERVICE AG

In der Luberzen 19

CH-8902 Urdorf Zurich/Switzerland
phone: +41/44/466 9000

fax: +41/44/461 9010
info@swiss-moving-service.ch
WWW.swiss-moving-service.ch

1924 At THE ASTOK

How it used to be: The Grand Ball in 1898 (no ladies!) and in 1924

formed in 1882 as a social club
for the community of Swiss emi-
grants in New York. The Swiss
Club maintained club quarters at
various locations in Manhattan
and organized events that hel-
ped the homesick Swiss émigrés
to maintain cultural and emotio-
nal ties with their homeland. In
1930, the Swiss Club of New York
merged with the Swiss Scientific
Society. Following World War II,
the Swiss Society’s purpose
changed from a mere social club

Book Review - End

from quite a few more countries
she visited.

Finally she gives us her detailed
emotional and physical feelings,
during the running of her first
Marathon.

In November of 2006, Olivia
moved to New York and is pres-
ently working on a sequel “Sur-
viving New York”. What faux pas
will Olivia make in there? Just
thinking about it makes me
chuckle!

The book can be ordered at
www.trafford.com or

WWW.amazon.com KOBI BAUR
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The Head table in the festive Ball Room: Ambassador Ziswiler, Ms. Rellstab, Mr.
Wuersch and Mr. Nobs

to an organization that sought
to educate people about Swiss
affairs and culture. In 1951, it
began to organize luncheon
events that featured prominent
representatives from Swiss and
U.S. politics, business, science
and art. This tradition lasted un-
til the 1990s. During the second
half of the twentieth century,

Ms. Seiffert and Mr. Wuersch from the Swiss Society honored Mr. Nobs for his

achievements in bringing the cultures of the United States and Switzerland toge-
ther.

and affordable to stay in touch
with family and friends in Swit-
zerland, the purpose of the
Swiss Society had to adapt to
this new reality. Last year it
changed its status to a charity
that supports Swiss heritage and
culture in New York and provides
a platform that brings Swiss,
Americans of Swiss descent and

Reg

the Swiss Society became a fo-
rum for Swiss business interests
in New York.

Inthe 1990s, the Swiss Society,
like the Swiss community at
large experienced a crisis. The

Jam session with Claude Nobs, founder of the world-famous Montreux Jazz Festival,
and Swiss saxophonist and composer, Daniel Schnyder

Society lost its status as the
prime business organization in
New York to the New York chap-
ter of the Swiss American Cham-

ber of Commerce. In a time when
the current edition of the Neue
Ziircher Zeitung is only a mouse-
click away, and electronic means
of communication make it easy

friends of Switzerland in New
York and their unique cultures
together, just like always
throughout our 125 year
history.
DANIEL A. WUERSCH
INFO@SWISSSOCIETYNY.COM

Sleep the Swiss Way. Again.

Return to the quality sleep you are used to, no
matter where you live in the USA. Now, the
energizing Swiss Sleep System is here to bring you
the comfortable, healthy sleep you had back home.

Cet to know the Swiss Sleep System and its line of
products at www.SwissSleepSystem.com or call
1866.SWISS99 We'll make you feel right at home.

SWISS &1

SLEEP SYSTEM.
Good Night. Good Day."

Fiir a tiniifd gsundd Schlaaf. Pour un sommeil sain et profond.

*Free shipping in the continental USA with this code

%)NIKA AND
L@ZETER SUESS
ith

wit
Alain Pinel Realtors

Specializing in Residential
Real Estate throughout the
Silicon Valley of California.

We are proud of our Swiss
heritage, which has taught us the
importance of great attention to

detail.
WE WILL MAKE YOUR LIFE
REWARDING!
Call us if you are moving to our
beautiful area, just ready to buy,
sell or relocating internationally.
408.483.4604
suess@apr.com
AUFWIEDERSEHEN!

1071 Blossom Hill Rd.
San Jose, CA 95123




Florida
News from the
Swiss American Club

of SW Florida

Our fondue chefs at work

Over the past few months our
club members have enjoyed the

various events planned by the
Board of Directors.

In December we once again cele-
brated St. Nicholas Day with an
outdoor dinner, prepared by the
board, at our president Rosmarie
Strother’s house.
For the first time in
years we had two fa-
milies with children
joining us. The food
was excellent and
the children en-
joyed playing with
the pifiatas.
January found us on
a small pleasure
boat cruising
around Sanibel Is-
land and Estero Bay
while eating a won-
derfully prepared
brunch. The New
Year was toasted
with champagne
and members and
guests enjoyed the conversation
on the sunny deck.

Hungry members “digging in”

A new tradition, begun last year,
was the fondue night. It isno
small feast to prepare that tradi-
tional Swiss cheese dish for a
hungry group of thirty, but Jean
Kipfer, with the help of others,
made it possible.

Future events include the an-
nual meeting in March, dinners
out in April and May, bowling in
June, golfing in July and, of
course, the First of August cele-

bration. Check our website for
announcements:
www.swissamericanclub.com.
TEXT: ROSMARIE STROTHER,
PRESIDENT
PHOTOS: PETER ZAHNER
SWISS AMERICAN CLUB OF
SW FLORIDA
NAPLES, FL 34119
239-353-9451
E-MAIL:
INFO@SWISSAMERICANCLUB.COM
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We offer a very large selection of delicious
Swiss Sausages, Landjaeger, Buendnerfleisch, Cheeses,
Chocolates, Thomy Mustards, and more.
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@ Belair Airlines AG

San Francisco - Zurich
Zurich - Las Vegas/San Francisco

June 28 - Sep. 6
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SAUSH
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A Book You Don’t Want to Miss

Freudenberg is an early way
station in the author’s life leading
to service in the Swiss and the US

Army, US university education,
technology entrepreneurship and

CEO positions — all told with

humor and disarming candor.

$24.95 + S&H (USA) $5.05
Order with Check from:
EMBREC Consulting

346 Boston Road

Groton, MA 01450-2065
Tel: 978 448 2111

Email: embrec@verizon.net

From $ 790.—L

Plus Tax

A to Z Travel Planners
Fugazi Travel

1 800 261 9960
1 800 544 8728

EMIL B. RECHSTEINER

ISBN 1-4120-9110-1
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Getting your time right
Professional Swiss Watch- and Clock
Repair Shops in the US

In 1798 Napoleon Bonaparte became a client of Breguet Watch Co,
(Manufacturers of watches, chronographs, and jewelry since 1775). In
his book “The Count of Monte Christo” (1845) Alexander Dumas wrote
that his character Danglar wore a masterpiece watch made by Bre-
guet. In the novel “Eugene Onegin” (1829) Alexander Pushkin penned
a character wearing a Breguet watch. No wonder the Swiss are partial
to their watches. These delicate timepieces need to be serviced. This
represents a problem. It is most difficult to find a reliable watch repair
service. We are happy to name a few excellent Swiss schooled repair-
men:

MASTERS OF TIME - 4122 Oakcliff Drive - Moorpark, CA 93201
Phone: 805 529-8763 - E-mail: rudi@masters-of-time.com
Web-site: www.masters-of-time.com

Gerard Rudischhauser made a four-year apprenticeship at Michel Du-
buis, expert watchmaker for antique clocks and watches. He gradua-
ted with a diploma as horloger-rhabilleur (watch maker/repairer)

=T

from the Swiss Federal authorities in Berne. Then Rolex Watch Co. in
Geneva hired him. Subsequently he worked for Les Ambassadeurs, a
high-end luxury watch store at Zuerich’s Bahnhofstrasse. In 1978 he
immigrated to the United States and became Service Manager at
North American Watch Corporation, New York, importer of renowned
Piaget, Corum and Concord watches. He added to his experience by
studying and graduating from the respected Gemological Institute of
America with a diploma as gemologist. In 1985 he was elected Techni-
cal Director at Cartier's U.S. Service Center for the West Coast and Ha-
waii. In 1999 he introduced and built up the Service Center for Mau-
rice Lacroix Co. luxury watch manufacturer and became Vice President
of Technical Operations for the United States. In 2002 he founded his
own Repair-Service “Masters of Time” in Moorpark, CA. Gerard con-
centrates on antique and modern clock-repair (desk-, wall-, grandfa-
ther-, mantel-clocks and pendules).

BHS watches and clocks - 3373 East Fernan Hill Road

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 - Phone: 208 676-9790

E-mail: bhs@adelphia.net

Bernard Schafroth made a three-year apprenticeship at the State of
Solothurn Watch Making School and graduated with a diploma from
the State of Solothurn authorities. Then the renowned Bucherer A.G.
watch- and jewelry store chain engaged him at their headquarter
store in Lucerne, and at their St. Moritz branch. Bucherer then sent
him to New York to manage its service center for the United States. He

stayed with the company until 1976. In that year he too was hired as
Service Manager for North American Watch Corporation, prestigious
import company for Piaget, Corum, and Concord watches. After three
years, the company sent him to Toronto to manage its service center
in that city (another three years), and finally to Beverly Hills, CA for
four years. Next position was Ebel Watch Co., another high-end watch
manufacturing company, as well as the leading Tag Heuer chrono-
graph manufacturer. In 2002 Bernard Schafroth moved to Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho with his wife Elisabeth and opened his own repair
shop.

He repairs antique and modern watches and clocks.

PIERRE WATCH REPAIR - 73-661-Highwy 111 #H

Palm Desert, CA 92253 - Phone: 760 773-9982

Pierre Neuenschwander made a three-year apprenticeship at the Ecole
Professionelle (now titled Ecole Technique) de la Vallée de Joux in Le
Sentier, VD, for watchmakers and jewelers and graduated with a
watchmaker diploma from the Authorities of the State of Vaud. He be-
gan his career at Jaeger Le Coultre Watch Co, in Le Sentier, renowned
watch manufacturing company. Later, he was engaged by leading
Omega Watch Co. in Biel-Bienne who sent him to Canada to manage its
service center for that country.

- e ]

He worked for Omega from 1959-1969. Then he had his own repair
shop from 1969-1979. Subsequently, he moved to Vancouver to work
for 12 years for a fine watch and jewelry store, Time & Gold. In 1981
Pierre Neuenschwander immigrated to the United States and was en-
gaged by Moboco Watch Co in Newport Beach where he was in charge
of its watch service. And finally, he opened his own repair shop in
Palm Desert. He concentrates on watch repair, while his son Nicola
takes care of clock repairs. Nicola learned his skills from his father.
Mrs. Neuenschwander minds their store.
DORIS RITZI
E-MATL: D.RITZI@ATT.NET
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THINK SWISS -
Brainstorm the future:
Switzerland launches
an Education, Research
and Innovation
Exchange Program
with the United States

“Think Swiss - Brainstorm the

future” is a US wide program on
Education, Research and Inno-
vation for 2007. It aims to high-
light and showcase Switzerland

Brainstorm
the future.

change of expertise and know-
how in academia and the high-
tech business community in
Switzerland and the United Sta-
tes. The Consulate of Switzer-
land, SHARE in Boston, its sister
office swissnex in San Francisco
and the Office of Science, Tech-
nology and Higher Education
(OSTHE) at the Embassy of Swit-
zerland in Washington, D.C. are
the leading houses of the pro-
gram and organize, in coopera-

as a global, knowledge-based
country full of talent, high-tech
opportunities and creativity -
crucial assets to secure a sus-
tainable quality of life for future
generations. Its goal is to foster
an even stronger network of
long-term relations in educa-
tion, research and innovation
between the United States and
Switzerland.

The program focuses on the ex-

tion with the other Swiss Gene-
ral Consulates and other
institutions in the USA, nu-
merous events, workshops and
exhibitions with the target au-
dience being academia, high
tech businesses, administrati-
ons and NGOs.

The program’s website “www.
ThinkSwiss.org” gives an over-
view of the twelve core topics
that were chosen by the leading

houses to engage opinion lea-
ders and visionaries from acade-
mia and industry to participate
in a creative dialogue. Topics
range from Global Warming to
Life Sciences, Human Rights and
Robotics. A periodical newslet-
ter will inform the subscribers
about the program’s highlights.
Many events offer a wealth of in-
teresting views into contem-
porary issues like the Climate
Walk in Cambridge, MA during

w

PEACE MAKERS OR ANOTHER?

> »

the Science Festival in April
2007. The experts walk will lead
along an outdoor exhibition on
Global Warming and include dis-
cussions about Climate Change.
The 300t birthday of Leonard
Euler will be celebrated in seve-
ral cities. Special events will va-
lue the famous Swiss mathema-
tician’s acquirements that still
challenge and contribute to our
daily life.

SENSITIVE?

¥

DGE FUND?

The flagship event will be held at
the Swiss Embassy in Washing-
ton, D.C on April 23. High-level
representatives and experts on
E-Voting and E-Democracy from
Switzerland will share best prac-
tices with their US counterparts.
A press conference is also plan-
ned for that day.

The program is under the aus-
pices of Presence Switzerland
(PRS), the Swiss State Secreta-
riat for Education and Research

|

ASTRONAUT?

(SER) and the Swiss Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs.
For further information visit our
website www.thinkswiss.org
or contact:
MARIA STERGIOU, MAS
PROGRAM MANAGER
CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND
420 BROADWAY
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138
PHONE: 617 876-3076 EXT. 15
FAX: +1-617 876-3079
E-MAIL: MARIA@SHAREBOSTON.ORG

USA Contacts:

East Coast — 39 Broadway, Suite 3001
New York, NY 10006

Tel. +1(212) 425 2278 or 1 800 582 0230
Email: nycoffice@transcontainer.com
West Coast — TTI Forwarding

320 Pine Ave, Suite 408

Long Beach, CA 90802

Tel. +1(562) 437 4210 or 1 800 325 3811
Email: laxoffice@transcontainer.com
Wwww.transcontainer.com

TRANSPORTING
QN £)
\v * Household goods
Y&\\‘\y * Automobiles

¢ Airfreight and Ocean

Service from New York and California to Switzerland via
DIRECT CONTAINER SERVICE NY TO BASEL

TRANSCONTAINER TRANSPORT INC.

We are committed to Expertise, Reliability, and Customer Service

SWISS Contacts:
GONDRAND AG
Industriestrasse 10

8152 Glattbrugg

Tel. +41/ 1 828 6830
Email:c.tintori@gondrand.ch
www.gondrand.ch

US and Swiss Tax Planning and Consulting

US income tax returns - Swiss Income Tax Returns
Claims for Refund of Swiss Withholding Taxes

Solving Tax Problems of Swiss in the USA

Swiss Certified Accountant, MBA, CFP, EA
with extensive US and Swiss tax experience

Caspar Spescha, Facts & Consulting Inc.
60 East 42 Street, New York, NY 10165-0639
Tel: (212) 949-9465 Fax: (212) 949-9557
E-mail: FactsTax@aol.com
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Switzerland: A Top Investment Location

After reaching the number one
spot in the recently issued World
Economic Forum Global Compe-
titiveness Report for 2006/2007,
the country’s leading position
has been affirmed by yet ano-

serve its European subsidiaries

* Missouri-based Mark Andy,
Inc., a supplier of narrow web
flexo technology, has an-
nounced the launch of a new ad-

vanced technology center at its
European headquarters in Basel
e Duff & Phelps, a Illinois-based
independent financial advisory
firm, announced a new office in

ther recently released study:

Switzerland moved up from World Economic Forum

340 2nd place (after Singa- | Global Competitiveness Index 2006/2007

pore) in the 2006 Foreign Po-

licy Magazine/A.T. Kearney Top Ten

Globalization Index. Rank Country/Economy 1 7 Score
As André Guedel, Director LO- 1 Switzerland 5.81
CATION Switzerland North 2 Finland 5.76
America, reports, Switzerland 3 Sweden 5.74
attracted several major in- 4 Denmark 5.70
vestments in the past months 5 Singapore 5.63
confirming it’s leading posi- 6 United States 5.61
tion in Europe: 7 Japan 5.60
* Google is expanding its pre- 8 Germany * 5.58
sence in Zurich to a minimum 9 Netherlands 1“ 5.56
of 500 personnel 10 United Kingdom _ 554
«Iron Mountain opened its (Source: www.weforum.org)

Zurich

¢ Pepperdine University of Ma-

libu, California, opened its Euro

pean campus at the converted

Hotel Rex in Lausanne, which
can house an estimated 30
students wishing to live and
study abroad
¢ Trading Technologies Inter-
national, Inc. of Chicago, a
provider of electronic trading
software and other techno-
logy solutions, opened an of-
fice in Geneva
¢ Albany International, a lea-
ding producer of custom desi-
gned paper machine fabrics
has announced that it will es-
tablish its new European
headquarters in the Canton of
Schaffhausen.
For further information please
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international financial head-
quarters in Schaffhausen to
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EUROPEAN IMPORTS
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Your Swiss STORE IN THE USA!

Be ready for seasonal festivals with authentic folklore
attire and more from Roberts...

Shop our online catalog at:

WWW.SHOPSWISS.COM

Call or write for our
free 36-page catalog!
Toll free: (800) 968-2517

Lace Curtains from Switzerland

Swiss

Brazeli irons Baseball Caps

visit
www.locationswitzerland.com

. Children’s Folk Dress

(plus a limited selection of
classic dirndls. Call for styles.)

Children’s Lederhosen

‘ for all your Send email requests to:
3 summer . .
Q Sreats info@shopswiss.com
i 102 Fifth Avenue ' e
P.O. Box 156 ,
New Glarus WI 53574 iehbin in Schweizer. J Syviss
(608) 527-2417 T-shirts
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California
The Swiss Experience
in San Francisco

Avery well written and edited
book about Switzerland's 150-
year history in San Francisco
was just released. The first copy
of this classy book was introdu-
ced in the fall of 2005 by then
Consul General of Switzerland,
Roland Quillet.

Quillet stated that when appoin-
ted to his new post in San Fran-
ciscoin 1999, he did some re-
search about his new
assignment and realized that
during his posting, Switzerland
would achieve this milestone,
he decided to have a book about
these 150 years published.
Catherine Bosshart-Pfluger,
Ph.D., since 1998 Senior lecturer
at the Contemporary History De-
partment at the University of

:
¢ Goanl Dol Coiidicat

e s g
Hapre

This soft-cover book about
Switzerland's 150-year history in San
Francisco contains interesting and
amusing stories you don’t want to
miss.

Fribourg, Switzerland found her
way several times to the Bay
Area and worked together on
this project with Erik Thiel -
who holds a MA in Contemporary
History and many more fields
and works at present for a bio-
tech company in Frankfurt, Ger-
many. They truly worked
through many an archive, an im-
mense variety of sources - way
too many to mention here.
Looking back at reporting for
the Swiss Community for 40

plus years - I found the compo-
sition of this book simply excel-

lent. And I also had fun reading
about quite a few representati-
ves of our Homeland. Age makes
one nostalgic...
You will re-live the times from
the actual Gold rush years to the
present. You will learn of or
about Consul Generals of Swit-
zerland who helped shape
Switzerland’s image in the Grea-
ter San Francisco Bay Area. If
you remember ‘just names’ -
read about them. Smile about
some of the stories; enjoy items
you were never aware of. Simply,
choose a few hours - sit back
and read good material. Photos
from the archives of the Swiss
Government in Berne.
While supplies last, the book is
available by sending a donation
of US $20.00 payable to the
« Swiss Benevolent Society »
¢/o Consulate General of
Switzerland,
456 Montgomery Street, # 1500,
San Francisco, CA 94104.
Please print your address legibly
and add your phone number.
Your donation will benefit stu-
dents who need help with their
education. It also covers the
cost of postage & handling. Fur-
thermore you are encouraged to
become a member of this Society
- ifyou are not one already.
Your remarks are always appre-
ciated.
GABY H. BURKERT
GRUEZIWOHL@AOL.COM

Ladies of the

San Francisco Consular
Corps Annual Charity

Bazaar Success!

What an event it was! Visualize if
you can - the large Cafeteria sur-
roundings of the City College of
San Francisco. Visualize again:
50 lovingly put together booths
of as many nationalities repre-
sented by a Consulate General in
the City by the Bay.

We often hear about a Consul
General, his job assignment, and
his job function. Why did and do
we assume that this is always a

man? The past and presence do
show that extremely capable wo-
men from time to time represent
each country. It goes also for
our homeland. In the recent
past, a few come to my mind:
Wal Baur, Adele Scherer-Schoen-
born, Catherine Marchand - last,
but not least Brigitta Schoch in
Los Angeles.

Consul General Jean-Francois Lichtenstern, hel-
ping his wife Marylene at the Swiss booth of the

Annual Holiday Bazaar

Well, the wives of the MEN fulfill
their duties, as we all know. But
in addition they join for in-
stance in San Francisco, the ‘La-
dies of the San Francisco Consu-
lar Corps'. In this society they
venture together to organize
charity events. And for the last
happening - the Annual Holiday
Bazaar - I was told by the orga-
nizer, the wife of the Consul Ge-
neral of Norway, Susanne, that
for this specific event also for
the very first time, the husbands
assumed tasks all day long at
each individual stand.

That's why at the beautifully dis-
played booth of Switzerland
(one could see the many Swiss
Flags adorning that space on the
wall) we noticed the presence of

]

a busy Jean-Francois Lichtens-
tern, helping his wife Marylene
and volunteers like Germaine
Decker, Renee Mercanton and a
few more. Our shopping went on
big style for home baked Swiss
cookies, Swiss wines and so
much more. Congratulations are
in order! Even more so: if for
2007 they will engage in a well
organized publicity
ahead of time for all the
Swiss of the Greater San
Francisco Bay Area to at-
tend. I'will be glad to ex-
tend my help to them!I
understand that a new
location will be conside-
red for December 2007.
From Swiss Brdtzeli and
Cookies to Sushi from the
Japanese to CDs from the
Russians, the French, to
a classy silver bracelet for my
daughter from the Belgians ... I
finally left City College not only
happy by tunes of the Tony Ray-
mann Edelweiss Band, no there
were Japanese Martial Arts De-
monstrations, Ballets perfor-
mances and Singing - more Nati-
ons that I could think of at this
point.

Leaving with a good feeling and
also realizing that this event
made it possible for several cha-
rities to accommodate more
homeless during the so darn
cold winter season made us all
more content. A repeat is man-
datory!
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Louisiana

News from the
Swiss-American Sociery

of New Orleans

The Swiss-American Society of
New Orleans held its 152nd an-
nual meeting on Jan. 28 at the
home of John Geiser, Honorary
Consul of Switzerland. The
guests of honor were Mr. Ulrich
Hunn, Consul General of Swit-
zerland in Atlanta and his wife,
Marie-Claire. Since the Consu-
late General of Switzerland in
Houston closed, Swiss citizens
in Louisiana are now being ser-
ved by the Consulate General of

Switzerland in Atlanta. Mr.
Hunn welcomed the guests
and told them a bit about his
consulate. During the busi-
ness meeting, the society’s of-
ficers gave reports on the
year's activities and new offi-
cers were elected for 2007:
Roger Brodmann, president;
Lottie Comeaux,

vice president;

Richard Leemann,secretary;
Marion Chambon, treasurer,
Helene Sparacello, director.
The business meeting was fol-
lowed by a pleasant social.

People who are interested in joi-
ning the club can get more in-
formation from the President:

608-437-2771
www.swisscellars.com

Wine, beer and spirits from Switzerland

Over 50 wines from Romandie and Ticino. A})}Jenze[fcr beer.
Original Willisauer spirits. Shipping to many states.

Swiss Cellars

ol news 9

g10nd

Mrs. Marie-Claire Hunn; Roger Broadmann, president of Swiss-American Society of

New Orleans; Mr. Ulrich Hunn, Consul General of Switzerland in Atlanta; Mrs. Myrtha
Lovelace, outgoing president of the society and John Geiser, Honorary Consul of Swit- SIS
zerland in New Orleans.

Roger Brodmann PHOTOS AND ARTICLE BY
1716 Elizabeth St. PAUL MUEHLEMANN
Metairie, LA 70003 MUEHLEMANN@BELLSOUTH.NET

(504) 888-3947

Ragusa —_— www.TheSwissBakery.com
Caotina C_/ze info@TheSwissBakery.com
Coffee . k Tel. 703 891 2744
Cheese LOLSS )Ba CZYf Fax 703 891 2745
Raclette F—

Rivella Red

Fresh Baked Swiss Specialties and Imported Items

Just see the Boss for all your Coffee needs

me Coffeeboss w.c
18047 W. Catawba Ave, Ste F
Cornelius, NC 28031

Espresso Machines
House Ware / Office Machines
Sales, Service and Repair
Swiss Chocolates
Kirsch-Staengeli

Tel. 704 987 3310
www.thecoffeeboss.com
thecoffeeboss@msn.com

© Belair Airlines AG

A to Z Travel Planners
Swiss Owned and Operated
Full Service Travel Agency

Belair Charter flights
All Major Airlines
Car Rentals & Rail Passes -

Ato Z Travel Planners Call: 800-261-9960, 408-363-9966
5533 Snell Ave. #100, San Jose, CA 95123 cst# 101376040
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Southern California
Swiss Star Artist at the
Beverly Hills Women's
Club

The Swiss artist Roland Muri
opened a solo exhibition at the
Beverly Hills Women's Club in
Beverly Hills, California on April
17, 2007, with the assistance of
the Gallery Muenchow, Zurich.
About 200 guests, including
Swiss celebrities, were invited to
the opening and a portion of the
proceeds benefited the Beverly
Hills Women's Club, a National
Historic Landmark.

Roland P. Muri, born in Berne,
Switzerland, in 1959, today lives
and works simultaneously in
Bern and Paris. After attending
art school, Muri honed his craft
while apprenticing in painting
restorations for several years be-
fore showcasing his own work in
Swiss venues and in other Euro-
pean countries as well as the
United States. The son of an

American woman and a Swiss fa-
ther grew up in a time, when Pop
Art and American Expressionism
were very influential in Europe.
Muri created a new cross-breed
artistic form called Pop Expres-
sionism. Muri instinctively and
deliberately mixes advertising
aesthetic and expressive emo-
tionality. His sarcastic humour
is evident throughout his art,
most notably in quotations such
as “Warning Classical Music Can
Increase Your Tension,” painted
over Beethoven's portrait. In
each of his works there is an an-
ecdote or pun in the stencilled
words. Roland Muri’s paintings,
known beyond the borders of
Switzerland, can be admired in
the permanent collection of the
Chelsea Art Museum, New York,
and can also be found in collec-
tions in Switzerland, Germany,
France, Austria, Italy, USA and
Japan. It's the uniqueness com-
bined with the high quality
which will continue pushing the

value up.

Muri's art show opening at the
historic Beverly Hills Women's
Club (est. 1916) was moderated
by celebrity fashion designer
Randolph Duke and visitors ex-
perienced a mix of music and

cabaret from LA singer Abby Tra-
vis, Swiss art and typical Swiss
food. The exhibition will be on
display until mid-May. More de-
tails at www.bhwomens-club.org
CLAUDIA DEUTSCH
CLAUDIADEUTSCH@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Flower
Garden
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“Z'Basel a mim Rhi™
First Atlantic Cross-
ing by Solar-Powered
Catamaran “sunz1”
Basel - Sevilla - New York

The first solar-powered boat ever
to cross the Atlantic will arrive
in Manhattan on May 8t 2007.

Who would have ever expected
such an adventure to initiate in
Basel, Switzerland? And then
again, during the past few years
Switzerland has proven to be ca-
pable of competing on an inter-
national level in the aquatic
world - swimming with the big
fish so to speak. This, despite
being a land-locked country (or
maybe because of it?). Successes
at the ‘World Cup 2003" and the
‘circumnavigation Around-Alone
in 2003 have led the way.

This is also true when looked at
from a technological standpoint.
Itis one of the main purposes of
this record attempt to demon-
strate the tremendous potential
of solar technology. A concrete
example of positive effects to
the environment is the possibil-
ity of replacing two-stroke en-
gines, used by sailing boats to
get into harbor, with solar-pow-
ered electric motors. And on a
much bigger scale the demon-

**“Basel on my Rhine River”, from a
Basel folk song
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Christening of “sun21” on the Rhine River in Basel

strated suitability for high-sea
voyages.

Switzerland is very active in the
sector of clean energy and works
on many projects within the
field. In 2011 Bertrand Piccard
plans again to impress us, this
time with a solar-powered flight
around the world!.

Time and again I am amazed by
the spirit of initiation and pio-
neering that my fellow Swiss
portray and due to my own Ba-
sel-heritage I am especially
thrilled with this current en-
deavor. Some are scientists, doc-
tors, shipwrights, historians and
sponsors - all of them are ideal-
ists and adventurers. They put
their heads together and came

rival at its final destination in
New York City, having covered a
distance of 7000+ nautical
miles!

For a sneak preview on current
locations of the boat with web
log and in-depth information on
Rhine River in Basel in presence solar technology, the catama-
of the current President of the ran, its crew and supporters go
Swiss Confederation, Mrs. Mi- to:

cheline Calmy-Rey. www.transatlantic21.org

The journey leads via Sevilla, (an association established to
Casablanca, Canary Islands to found and implement this proj-

up with the challenging idea of
building this catamaran and
crossing the Atlantic. Only a few
months later, the MW-Line SA
transformed fiction into fact.
The catamaran was engineered
and baptized “sun21” on the

Martinique, the Caribbean is- ect).
lands of Dominica, Guadeloupe TEXT: ROSINA COLAZZ0-FRANZESE
and from St. Martin to Miami, CONSULATE GENERAL NEW YORK
continuing up the eastern coast ROSINA.COLAZZO0-FRANZESE@EDA.
of the U.S. Read more about the ADMIN.CH
exciting voyage in the next PICTURE: RAFAEL DIETSCHY
Swiss Revue, after “sun21’s” ar-
Technical data:
Type: Aquabus C60
Passengers: 6 bunks, room for several dozen passengers
for short visits or excursions
Length: 14 meters
Width: 6.6 meters
. Draught: maximum 1 meter with full load
| Weight: ca. 12 tons

2 electric motors, 8 kW each

520 Ah/C5, 48 V DC lead accumulators in
each hull

2 x5 kW solar modules, ca. 65 m2
maximum 7 knots (ca 13 km/h) long-range
speed ca. 5 knots (ca 9 km/h)

| Drive:
Batteries:

Photovoltaic:
Speed:
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Tom Kzindz'g: Houses

Tom was born in 1954 to Swiss
parents who immigrated to
Seattle in 1952. His father was
also an architect. For him, it was
like starting all over again, with
different ways of measuring and
doing things. Tom grew up, sur-
rounded by architect family fri-
ends but, wanting to go his own
way, he started out studying
geo-physics. Always wanting to
know how things work - what
natural forces could do, he was
influenced by his sculpture
friend in the way he solved pro-
blems.

An avid nature lover and moun-

tain climber, Kundig suddenly
realized that architecture was
about all the things he liked:
Nature, nature’s way of problem
solving, natural landscapes. Ar-
chitecture is the essence... So,
to his father’s great joy, he star-
ted studying architecture.
Kundig has been a partner in Ol-
son Sundberg Kundig Allen
since 1994 and has kept busy
ever since. When designing a
house, his first step is getting to
know the client. The next step is
to understand the larger physi-
cal forces working on the site
and the technology of the buil-
ding. A house is a very personal
endeavor. It's almost like doing
a portrait of the owners. And

Tom Kundig: “A house is a very personal endeavor. It's almost like doing a port-
rait of the owners. And that’s the reason why I love doing homes.”

that’s the reason why Tom loves
doing homes.

To date, Tom has been awarded a
total of 18 American Institute of
Architects (AIA) awards, inclu-
ding two recent National ATA
awards for “The Brain” and the

Steven Holl, Rick Joy and Billie
Tsien. The book is available at
Amazon.com and in bookstores.
Also, check out the web-site:
www.olsonsundberg.com
WAL BAUR
WBAUR@ADELPHIA.NET

The Delta Shelter, a weekend cabin located on the flood banks of the Mazama Ri-
ver in eastern Washington. Because of seasonlal flooding, the entire cabin was
raised off the ground on stilts, which also heightened the 360-degree view of the
natural setting.

The Chicken Point Cabin is on a waterfront property in Idaho. The intent was to
use the house year-round. The directive to Tom was simple: make the house as
open to the water as possible. The result, in Tom>s words: “Little house, big win-
dow!”

“Chicken Point Cabin”

. His work

has been published in
over 220 publications
worldwide. He has
lectured extensively
on design and served
as a university studio
critic throughout the
United States (at
Harvard, Syracuse
University, the Uni-
versity of Texas and
the University of Ore-
gon, among others)
as well as in Japan.
An overview of the
architects work has
been published in
book form. “Tom

Kundig: Houses” by The Mission Hill Family Estate Winery in British Co-
i lumbia, a place where you cross the gate, drop the
Dung Ngo, editor, bags of stress and just enjoy what wine drinking can
with contributions by represent - the celebration, the food, the culture, the
tradition and the history.

Outside and inside view of “The Brain”, a free standing studio where the owner, a
film director, can work on his personal projects - photography and painting.
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