Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 31 (2004)

Heft: 4

Artikel: Anniversary : close ties with home for 30 years
Autor: Keller, Gabrielle

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-906824

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-906824
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Martin Heimann, Arlesheim

DOSSIER / ANNIVERSARY

Close ties with home
for 30 years

Swiss emigrants used to hear about events back home only
from those they left behind, if at all; unless they could afford
to have a Swiss newspaper sent to them. For 30 years every

Swiss national resident abroad has been able to receive the

“Swiss Review” free of charge.

GABRIELLE KELLER

Close identification with the product: printer

12

Reto Meng of Zollikofer AG.

WHEREVER PEOPLE settle, communica-
tion media soon make an appearance. Such
media sprang up wherever there was a Swiss
colony, and every newspaper bore its own
name and identity. Between 1920 to 1980,
the OSA (which at that time was called the
Swiss Abroad Secretariat of the New Hel-
vetic Society/ NHC) published the “Echo”, a
newspaper available on subscription. What
was missing was a medium that would in-
form Swiss Abroad comprehensively about
current affairs in Switzerland as well as is-
sues concerning the Fifth Switzerland.

The enshrinement in 1966 of the Swiss
Abroad article in the federal constitution set
the ball rolling. Two years later, Swiss na-
tionals living in France established a com-
mission in Lyon to examine the possibility
of a general information medium. In 1969
several proposals were studied. The com-
mission decided to model their publication
on the French version (“Messager Suisse”)
and in 1970 it sent the first issue of this
newspaper to all Swiss living in Paris. This
was followed in December of the same year
by a second issue which was distributed to
all Swiss nationals throughout France. The
OSA had been commissioned by the Con-
federation to issue a newspaper and, at the
beginning of the 1970s, it succeeded in in-
corporating existing Swiss Abroad informa-
tion media in various regions into a single
publication.

The milestone was reached in 1974, on
completion of this complex task. For the
first time “Swiss Review”, the only newspa-
per targeted at all Swiss Abroad around the
world, was sent to all registered Swiss na-
tionals abroad. At that time they numbered
320,000. £

Translated from German.
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