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Centre-right holds sway

The centre-right clearly
asserted itself with regard to
the five proposals up for vote
on 2 December 2001. The
debt control issue was accept-
ed virtually unanimously,
while the four popular initia-

tives met with a massive No.

THE DEBT CONTROL PROPOSAL, which
completes and underpins the measures al-
ready taken to reduce the federal deficit, was
approved by 85 percent of voters, though
slightly less emphatically in Latin Switzer-
land. Kaspar Villiger, Minister of Finance,
can therefore embark on his presidential
year with a resounding victory in his
pocket.

The Greens registered a sharp setback,
with less than 23 percent of voters in favour
of their initiative “for a secure AHV - tax

Victorious: Kaspar Villiger.

energy, not work!”. By comparison, the Swiss
Trades Union Association came off more
lightly with slightly more than one in three
voters in favour of its proposal for a capital
gains tax.

Results of the Federal Referendums

Debt control Energy tax Switzerland Voluntary Capital Turnout

without army civil defence gains tax
for peace

Canton YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO% in %
ZH 850 15.0 20001300 2300 025100 7500 38400 66:0 40.5
BE 86.0 14.0 2410 760 | 20.0- 80.0 | '21.0°~-79.0 | 42.0 580 383
LU 89.0 11.0 200 800 | 17.0 8.0 180 8.0 | 31.0 69.0 41.6
UR 82.0 18.0 20.0 80.0 13.0 87.0 15.0-- 2850 | 30:.0:,:70.0 40.0
SZ 87.0 13.0 16.0 840 | 140 8.0 | 140 8.0 | 190 81.0 45.9
ow 88.0 12.0 17:.0°° :83'0 15.0 850 | 150 850 | 250 75.0 43.5
NW 89.0 10.0 140 860 | 140 8.0 | 13.0 870 | 220 78.0 41.0
GL 87.0 13.0 19.0 81.0 140  86.0 150 850 | 320 68.0 35.6
2G 89.0 11.0 18:0,008210 18I0 L8210 18I0 8210 1 24007160 44.6
FR 86.0 14.0 190 81.0| 240 76.0 | 250 75.0 | 37.0 63.0 37.8
SO 87.0 13.0 210905 SIS 0N NeZ 0 180 820 | 370 63.0 37.8
BS 85.0 15.0 31.0 69.0 | 300 700 | 290 71.0| 380 62.0 43.2
BL 87.0 13.0 24.07 2760230 71002300470 - 3210680 38.0
SH 80.0 20.0 2805 -:72.0:f. 20.05:4:80.0 |5:24100:1376:0 | 35.0 65!0 59.5
AR 88.0 12,0 200050079108 21810 820 171001 830 | 341000 11660 435
Al 89.0 11.0 14.0 86.0 12.00. - 88.0 { 100 - 90.0 | 23.0 77.0 37.3
SG 89.0 11.0 200 80.0 | 180 8.0 | 170 83.0 | 340 66.0 373
GR 86.0 14.0 220 78.0 118:0i:5:182:011:520:0:::/:80.0 | 33.0.- ~67.0 335
AG 87.0 13.0 ISR RGO (740 R 1705183100 281080 /210 33.1
TG 89.0 11.0 21.0 ©79.0 16.0 84.0 170 830 | 31.0 69.0 36.7
Tl 75,0855 250 2310 0N 124,080 76027005 0 73.00 | 220 730 315
VD 83.0 17.0 230 -1977.001: 2700733005 3110 11969.0 | 36.0 640 29.5
VS 7800 22,0 170 8.0 | 200 8.0 | 220 780 | 30.0 70.0 30.3
NE 80.0  20.0 220 780 | 310 69.0 | 340 66.0 | 41.0 59.0 48.1
GE 75055 2510 27.0 7310 [ 38.0. . '62.0 | 40.0°_ 60.0: 3500 650 421
JU 75.010525.0 24,0 760 | 41.0" . 59.0 | 39.07 -61.0 | 450, 7550 357
Total 85.0 15.0 | 23.0 77.0 | 22.0 780 | 23.0 77.0 | 34.0 66.0 37.2
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Keystone

Finally, the initiatives “for a Switzerland
without an army” and “for a voluntary civil
peace service” were soundly rejected by
78 and 77 percent of voters respectively.

At 37 percent, turnout was low.

PAT K3

~ COMMENTARY

The referendum of 2 December 2001 is
outstanding for its clear, unambiguous
results and a rare national consensus. Five
proposals, five overwhelming majorities of
more than 65 percent, and five unani-
mous cantonal votes. A rare result indeed!

One of the reasons for this unequivocal
result is the virtual absence of political
debate in the run-up to the vote. Against
the backdrop of major current events
such as the terrorist attacks on the USA
and the war in Afghanistan, the Swissair
debacle and the bloodbath in Zug, these
referendums appeared minor and mun-
dane; especially since the political focus
had shifted to another issue even before
2 December i.e. the referendum on
Switzerland’s membership of the UN,
scheduled for 3 March 2002. Added to
this, the electorate had already recently
registered its opinion on most of the issues
up for vote on 2 December, i.e. on army
and defence in November 2000 and June
2001, and on an energy tax in September
2000. The low turnout and unambiguous
nature of the results also reflects voters’
weariness at having to vote once more on
these “rehashed” concepts.

The Group for a Switzerland without
an Army will have difficulty recovering
from its massive defeat, while the Social
Democrats, by giving a covert nod to
the abolition of the army (freedom of
vote), have practically placed themselves
on the sidelines in the forthcoming debate
on the Army XXI reform.

Pierre-André Tschanz

Translated from the French by N. Chisholm
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