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VOTING / 26 NOVEMBER 2000

All four initiatives rejected

The four initiatives up for
vote found no favour with the
Swiss electorate. On the other
hand, a resounding majority
voted in favour of the new
Federal Government Person-

nel Law.

The votes on 26 November represent an
across-the-board victory for the Federal
Council. This was to be expected in view of
the fact that none of the popular initiatives
had won support from centre-right parties.
The Social Democrats were the only party to
come out in favour of the proposal for a
flexible retirement age. German-speaking
Switzerland, which is generally more sensi-
tive to financial problems, unanimously re-
jected the AHV initiatives. The reason why
the popular initiative launched by the
Greens fared better than that of the Swiss
Association of Commercial Employees is

The argument of an expensive army cut no ice
with Swiss voters.

that their initiative envisaged a pension for
everyone who opted for part-time work on
reaching age 62.

With the popular initiative to cut spend-
ing on the military (“Redistribution Initia-
tive”) rejected by 62.3% of the vote, the Left
also suffered a clear defeat. This was only
partly attributable to the different Latin

Results of the Federal Referendums
Retirement age Retirement Redistribution | Lower hospital Federal Turnout

(Swiss Association age costs Personnel

of Comm. Employ.)| (the Greens) Law in%
Canton YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO%
ZH 346 654 404 596 | 37.1 62.9 16:3. ;8317 740 260 41.6
BE 36.2 63.8 433 56.7 32.6 67.4 146 854 | 684 316 42.7
LU 30.1 69.9 36:6.7 76341 2299 704 19.1 809 | 732 268 4.5
UR 309 69.1 40.1 59.9 19.7 80.3 19.6 804 | 639 36.1 36.5
SZ 202 72.8 36:2::00163:8500425.8 1 T4.2) ). 02060579700 29.9 429
ow 25.3 74.7 33.5 66:5 | 22.2 71.8 15.6 844 | 719 281 37.6
NW 254 746 324 2676 219 181 16.8  83.2 W32 429
GL 31.7 68.3 394 606 | 27.7 72.3 174 826 717 283 37:9
2G 289 1 353 647 | 298 702 16.2 838 | 780 220 46.5
FR 50.5 49.5 58.7 413 44.6 55.4 189, 81.1 60.0 40.0 433
SO 349 651 419 581 324 676 832820510102 29.8 44.0
BS 38.1 61.9 43.6 56.4 | 452 54.8 19.1 80.9 70.2 29.8 5.7
BL 36.7 63.6 41.9 :..5841 375 62.5 157 843 1277 213 41.0
SH 350 :65.0 44.7 55.3 325 67.5 21:3 78.7 69.2 30.8 61.5
AR 299 704 355 645 | 28.1 2194 18355830 | 7136 264 45.0
Al 21.7 783 266 734 | 224 77.6 15:2 848 | 739 26.1 35.5
SG 316 684 384 616 | 297 70.3 174 826 | 75.1 249 38.2
GR 34.3 65.7 414 586 | 32.7 67.3 20.9 79.1 65.8 342 33.1
AG 325675 399 601 29.9,. 5794 18.2 1.8 e85 272 38.5
TG 31.8 682 390 61.0| 282 11.8 [ 21.1 78.9 72.9. . 241 40.8
Tl 634  36.6 67.6. 324 490 51.0 | 306 694 | 470 530 4.1
VD 54.2 45.8 61.0 - 390 50.8  49.2 18.1 81.9 58.0 420 36.3
'S 43.0 57.0 516 484 365 11635 1827 818 503  49.7 40.8
NE 60.4 396 65.3 34.7 544 456 19.4  80.6 503  49.7 38.5
GE 56.6 434 62.1 379 | 600 400 186 814 | 543 457 47.2
JU 64.0 36.0 70.6 294 | 62.7 37.3 219 - 781 46.8 532 59.0
Total 395 605 | 46.1 539 | 377 623 | 180 82.0 | 67.0 33.0 42.5
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lllustration: Stefan Baldauf

mentality, since the initiative was accepted
only in the cantons of Geneva, Jura,
Neuchatel and Vaud. The only proposal in
which government parties could share a vic-
tory was the initiative to cut hospital costs:
This was given the thumbs-down by 82% of
voters, who did not allow themselves to be
swayed by the simple Denner solutions.
Finally, the new Federal Government Per-
sonnel Law was endorsed by 67% of voters.
Retention of civil servant status, regarded by
many as an anachronistic privilege, had no

PC K3

chance with Swiss voters.

~ COMMENTARY

The results hold no real surprises. This is
because topics which highlight the different
sensibilities of Latin and German Switzer-
land primarily concern social policy, as has
been shown with the vote on maternity in-
surance, and national defence.

French and Italian-speaking Swiss, who
were more strongly affected by the recession
than their German-speaking counterparts
and had to contend with stubborn, wide-
spread unemployment, saw fit to vote in
favour of retirement at age 62. Left and
right have different perspectives on the
outcome of the vote: Concerned for the fu-
ture of the AHV dictated by an increasing-
ly ageing population, centre-right parties
stress that the electorate has spoken out in
favour of a general retirement age from 65.
The losers, on the other hand, take the view
that a significant segment of the popula-
tion is positively against a flexible retire-
ment age without pension curtailments.

We shall see which solution wins out at
the spring session of the federal councils to
be held in Lugano. It is highly possible that
parliamentary debates will result in a good
Swiss compromise which would allow the
cracks between linguistic regions to be re-
paired and keep the AHV solvent: with re-
tirement from age 65 for all and pension
curtailments for those who opt for early re-
tirement.

Pablo Crivelli
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