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Five Noes

Voters reject all proposals.

This signals the end of a project for an eco-
logical tax reform, at least for the time
being. The Swiss electorate proved equally
unwilling to approve radical measures to re-
duce the foreign population and extend vot-
ing rights in the form of a constructive ref-
erendum.

The solar initiative was rejected by 68.1
percent of voters and all cantons, while 53.4
percent voted against the government’s
counter-proposal. Despite the failure of
both these proposals, the majority vote
turned in by four cantons and one half-can-
ton in favour of a tax to promote renewable
energies should not be ignored. Some of
these cantons were also in favour of the en-
vironmental energy tax, though this ecolog-
ical tax reform was rejected by the majority
of cantons and over 55 percent of voters.

The results of the referendum on the
popular initiative “for immigration control”
leave no room for doubt: 63.7 percent of
voters as well as all the cantons voted against
the proposal to limit the foreign population
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Hydroelectricity accounts for 60 percent of our
electricity.

in Switzerland to 18 percent. As expected,
the initiative achieved the best results (over
40%) in German-speaking Switzerland and
Ticino, and was massively rejected in
French-speaking Switzerland and the large

Results of the Federal Referendums
Solar Renewable Energy Immigration Constructive | Turnout
initiative energy incentive control referendum
tax in%

Canton YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO% | YES% NO%

ZH 383 61.7 516 484 ( 518 482 | 35.1 649 | 344 656 49.5
BE 340 66.0 50.2 498 | 49.0 51.0 36.8 63.2 32.7 67.3 44.0
LU 284 716 43.7 56311 1426 54T %422 578417322 678 49.0
UR 26.3 73.7 398 60.2 35.6 644 | 397 603 29.6 70.4 41.6
SZ 233 76.7 3796241 368 632 48.4: 516 2320 67.9 46.4
ow 25.2 74.8 413 58.7 38.5 61.5 383 61.7 28.0 72.0 45.0
NW 245 75.5 3501162681348 #1652 405 595 | 342 658 47.7
GL 26.8 73.2 39.6 60.4 | 37.2 62.8 | 445 55.5 31.7 683 42.0
VAC 28.2 7.8 447 553 | 441 559 | 353 (o, b B .y A 0 49.5
FR 20.9 79.1 40.8 59.2 34.2 65.8 30.8 692 325 67.5 46.9
SO 23 72.7 38.2 61:8:(1139:3 551607 4451 155551362 63.8 47.9
BS 424 576 560 440 | 570 43.0| 364 63.6 375 62.5 52.3
BL 348 652 46.9  53.1 46.5 53154 375 8258341 65.9 46.5
SH 314 68.6 386 6141399 '60. 370 63.0 338  66.2 63.4
AR 29.7 703 431 569 | 41.2 588 | 384 616 | 308 692 49.0
Al 24.8 76.2 38.7 613 35.1 64.9 | 403 5947 | 239 _, 76:1 385
SG 2855 0S5 4577 2543115449 5511 4145 58160 3257 1675 46.6
GR 36.9 63.1 564 43,6 | 547 453 3141 689 | 334 66.6 36.5
AG 25305740, 39.25 160:85]3538.8% 6124|8415 52.50)1..33.25. 1668 41.9
TG 28.0 72.0 40.6 594 | 41.9 58.1 441 559 | 31:2 68.8 43.7
Tl 308 692 459 541 42,95 5T 406 594 | 426 574 35.7
VD 30.2 69.8 46.6 53.4-+38.7 613 243 757 | 354 646 38.9
VS 2747126 43.1 56.9 | 34.1 65.912726 | 124003019691 36.1
NE 30:5: 695 40.7 59.3 34.1 65.9.[ 25.6 744 | 411 58.9 413
GE 359  64.1 526 - 4747 “44.4 556 [-239 761 408 592 50.0
JU 26.6 73.4 41.1 589 | 346 654 | 256 744 | 357 643 38.1
Total 319 68.1 46.6 534 | 446 554 | 363 63.7 | 34.2 658 44.3
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urban German-speaking cantons (ZH, BE,
BS). Finally, the popular initiative for a con-
structive referendum was rejected by all
cantons as well as almost two-thirds of vot-
ers. The turnout was 44 percent. ~ PAT A3

~ COMMENTARY

It is time for Berne to rethink its environ-
mental and energy policy mechanisms.
The electorate proved neither in favour of
renewable energies nor for an environmen-
tal tax. This is a setback for Swiss environ-
mental policy.

However, the triple thumbs-down given
by voters to the energy proposals does not
mean that Berne has chosen the wrong
path. It does not cast doubt on the strategic
decisions made by the Federal Council and
parliament — neither on the international
obligations which Switzerland has entered
into to reduce environmental pollution
and the greenhouse effect, nor on the efforts
to combat energy mismanagement. What
voters did not want was energy taxes. Now
the government must find new ways and
means of achieving their energy and envi-
ronmental goals. A new consensus is need-
ed. This task is all the more difficult since
the results of the vote on 24 September in-
dicate no clear direction. Moreover, the
massive rise in oil prices did little to warm
Swiss voters to the new energy taxes — par-
ticularly since a reduction in fuel taxes is
being called for and granted in other coun-
tries. This puts a different perspective on
the electorate’s rejection of incentive and
environmental taxes, which nevertheless
managed to win 46.6 and 44.6 percent of
the vote respectively.

Voting habits need to be analysed in
more detail in conjunction with the new
procedure in cases where simultaneous vot-
ing is required on a popular initiative and
a counter-proposal. The discrepancy be-
tween the results of the solar initiative and
the government’s counter-proposal leads
one to suspect that not all voters were fully
cognisant of their new decision options.

Pierre-André Tschanz

a5



	24 September 2000 : five noes

