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ADVERTISEMENT

S$SA News

S

Spring session of the Council for the Swiss Abroad in Berne

Towards increasing awareness of the concerns
of the Fifth Switzerland

In view of the upcoming National Council elec-
tions in autumn, the Council for the Swiss Abroad
(CSA) calls on political parties to pay more heed to
the needs of Swiss nationals resident abroad.

¢¢The Fifth Switzerland is

an essential component
of our State and forms a
significant section of the
electorate,” declared National
Councillor Georg Stucky,
President of the Organisation
of Swiss Abroad (OSA) at
the spring session of the
CSA.

In his presidential report
he made it clear that the
Swiss public must be made
more aware of the role, signi-
ficance and specific needs of

Swiss Abroad. With around
70000 Swiss nationals resi-
dent abroad already on the
electoral roll, he continued,
the CSA's declared objective
of promoting the specific
concerns and interests of the
Fifth Switzerland is a wel-
come move.

Approval of election
demands

During the session the Coun-
cil for the Swiss Abroad un-

animously approved a cata-
logue of demands on the par-
ties. Firstly, in line with the
CSA's interest in further
promoting international mob-
ility, it asks for a means of
facilitating the education of
young Swiss Abroad and of
guaranteeing social security
during their stay in Switzer-
land. To simplify the return
of Swiss Abroad, an internet-
based job clearing centre
for specific sectors was pro-
posed.

Additionally, the Council
for the Swiss Abroad regards
the fostering of Switzer-
land’s presence abroad as
essential, and in this context

proposes  increasing  Cco-
operation with Swiss insti-
tutions abroad (chambers
of commerce, Swiss schools
and Swiss clubs). To
strengthen relations with the
home country, the CSA urges
a means of facilitating the
exercise of political rights,
particularly through doing
away with the need to renew
registration on the electoral
roll. It is in favour of con-
solidating contacts between
Swiss Abroad institutions
and Swiss parties. In line
with this, it would like to see
party members abroad col-
laborating regularly on in-
ternal party policy building,
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SONNMATT RESIDENCE LUCERNE

WELCOME to our new residence in magnificent surroundings with a

view of Lake Lucerne and convenient access to the city. Nature wherever

you look - and well-being of a rare kind.

HERE, starting in late 1999, you can rent a

spacious 1= or 2-bedroom apartment

built to high standards with all-natural materials.

All apartments are superbly appointed and have large balconies facing
south. This residence leaves nothing to be desired. We'll pamper you
daily with breakfast and lunch, hotel service and the entire infrastructure

of the Sonnmatt, which includes a unique wellness facility. Medical assist-

ance is available around the clock.

For more information, please contact us without any obligation on your part.
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in order to increase the parti-
cipation of Swiss Abroad.

Yes to the new federal
constitution

The President of the CSA ex-
pressed satisfaction at the
wording of the new Swiss
Abroad article, part of the
revised federal constitution
which was the subject of a
referendum on 18 April. In
particular, said Stucky, the
authors succeeded in incor-
porating the sensitive area of
social insurance in the ar-
ticles of the constitution. He
sees in the new Constitu-
tional Law evidence of the
Confederation’s openness to
reform. In the President’s
own words, “The new federal
constitution does not repre-
sent a radical change on the
part of the State, but is a
pragmatic, long overdue up-
dating of our time-honoured
Constitutional Law.”
Turning to the outcome of
the bilateral sectorial nego-
tiations, the President of the
CSA openly expressed his
satisfaction on the agreement
between Switzerland and the
European Union (EU). From
the point of view of the Fifth
Switzerland in particular —
around 2/3 of Swiss Abroad
live in the EU — the agree-
ment on free movement of
people is highly significant,
since after a short transition
period it envisages equality

of status with other EU
citizens.
LS ]

The successful conclusion to
the bilateral negotiations has
also left its mark on the ac-
tivities of the Organisation
for the Swiss Abroad (OSA).
This highly significant step
towards a new relationship
with  Europe is reason
enough for the OSA to table
the contents of the seven
dossiers and further steps

Registration for the
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77th Congress of the Swiss Abroad in Lausanne

Switzerland’s growing integration
with Europe

towards integration for dis-
cussion at the 77th Congress
of the Swiss Abroad.

But the Congress of the
Swiss Abroad, to be held in
Lausanne from 6 to 8 Au-
gust, is more than just a
meeting of specialists and a
forum for exchanging ideas.
Our programme also offers
participants the unique op-
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77th Congress of the Swiss Abroad

Persons wishing to attend this year’s Congress of the Swiss
Abroad can request the relevant documentation from the
Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad:

Please send me documentation on the 77th Congress for the
Swiss Abroad, Lausanne (6-8 August 1999):

] German "] French

Name/First Name

Address:

Zip/Town:

Country:

Tel:

Fax:

Complete the above form and send to the following address by the end of

May 1999: Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad, Congress Organisation,

PO Box, CH-3000 Berne 16.
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portunity of attending a very
special cultural event: the
Féte des Vignerons, a tradi-
tional folk festival held only
four times each century.

s &
Info on the

Youth Service
Summer GCamp

This summer the Youth

Service of the Secretariat for
the Swiss Abroad is again
running summer camps for
young Swiss Abroad aged
between 15 and 25 years old.
Following the great time had
by all last year, the friendly
city of Baden is again play-
ing host. The dates are:
11.7.1999-24.7.1999
25.7.1999-7.8.1999
Deadline for application:
15.6.1999. The cost of the
camp is CHF 750.— per per-
son. Detailed information is

available from the
Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad
Alpenstrasse 26

CH-3000 Berne 16

Tel +41 31 351 61 00

Fax +41 31 351 61 50

E-mail: post_aso@aso.ch B
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