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FORUM

Leading-edge technology from SMEs

Small but dynamic
Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
form the backbone of the Swiss economy.
Such businesses are no longer merely smalltime

traders, as a few examples from Switzerland's

various language regions show.
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Electronic support for the
physically handicapped
The Neuchatel-based Swiss
Foundation for Electronic Aids
(FST) provides physically
handicapped people with electronic aids
and remote control tools. Its staff
of 23 consists of rehabilitation
experts, engineers and technicians.

The FST performs an interface
function, translating advanced
technology into practical applications

for the handicapped. According

to its charter its mission is to
help handicapped persons to lead
an independent life. Every day
around 10,000 people around the
world use these technical tools.
The Foundation cooperates with
partners in approximately ten
European countries. This allows it
to further develop its own ideas
while contributing to a pool of
expertise that expands the knowledge

of all concerned.
Among the latest projects is one

for an environmental control
system specially designed for
older people, and a security
system that allows people suffering

from disorientation a degree
of controlled mobility.
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