
Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad

Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 24 (1997)

Heft: 6

Vorwort: Editorial

Autor: Lenzin, René

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


EDITORIAL

CANTEJill
Interview with President of the
Confederation Flavio Cotti 4-7
The decade of
commemoration 9/10

Switzerland in 1998 10/11

Jubilee events 12/13

From ancien régime to
federal state 15/16

Switzerland's federal
constitution 16/17

Everyday life in Switzerland
around 1850 18/19

Emigration in the 19th century 19

A vision: For a Switzerland
which takes risks 20/21

1998: Be a guest
in Switzerland 22/23

About this issue
In 1998 modern Switzerland will
celebrate its 150th birthday - reason
enough for Swiss Review to devote
an issue exclusively to the occasion.
Switzerland when the federal state
was created and Switzerland today
are compared and illuminated from
various points of view. Ten young
people, citizens of tomorrow, make
short statements about 'their'
Switzerland. The issue is illustrated
by photographer Jean-Jacques
Ruchti, who has caught on his lens
a number of original views of today's
Switzerland.
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«How
does a country cele¬

brate its 150th birthday
when it does not feel in

the least bit festive? With a mini-
budget, four part-time posts at the
Federal Office for Culture and a
number of events at the federal,
cantonal and local levels which can
hardly be called sensational. And all
this sealed by a parliamentary decision

that only the founding of the
federal state is to be celebrated
officially and the delicate (because
controversial) historical preliminaries
are to be simply swept under the

carpet and left to those cantons
which can or want to do something
about them.

Switzerland is a nation by expression

of will. In 1998 it is in trouble
with itself. The affair of the secret
files, the unsuccessful diamond
jubilee combined with the not exactly
euphoric 700-year anniversary, the
difficult search for a new position in
the international community, the
unusually long recession - all this has

seriously damaged the self-confidence

of our country. The loss of
trust in itself over the last few years
has recently been fuelled by the
intense discussions about its conduct
during and after the Second World
War.

By Swiss standards the bitterness
of this controversy has been
unprecedented, and our self-assurance -
which should be on the whole intact
if in a critical state - now seems to
have left us completely. We should
stand together as a nation, and all
the main political forces in the country

should take similar attitudes.
Instead of that we go for each
other's throats. Abstruse accusations

and declarations of purity with
relation to nazism have come back
with a vengeance in a debate in
which objectivity and differentiation

would have been indicated - a

debate in which mistakes should not
have had to be explained away and

in which distortion of the facts and
one-sided descriptions of what
happened should have been dealt with
and rejected.

It is not surprising that a country
which is so torn apart and unsure
of itself is hardly in a position to
give the right dignified tone to the
round-figure birthday which is
approaching. Dignity
would suggest that
we come to terms
without prejudice
with the years
between 1798 and
1848. This would
enable us to
recognise that the
foundation stones
for much of what
today is a modern
and successful
state were laid
during that period.
But it would also
mean accepting the fact that forces
from outside were required to
make the rotten hulk of the ancien
régime collapse and to release
the inner forces needed to build
the new dwelling-house which
Switzerland was to be. It should
also demonstrate that in a time of
rapid transformation it is not first
and foremost conservative reflexes
that are needed but readiness to
open up to new horizons and accept
reform.

In the last number of Swiss
Review, it took a citizen of Germany to
tell us that we had stopped seeing
the positive side of things in
Switzerland. Let us take what he said to
heart and all together make 1998 the

year of new departure - 200 years
after the bell first sounded for
modern Switzerland and 150 years
after it actually came into being. In
the present issue, the editorial staff
of Swiss Review try to
play a modest part in this
process. »

René Lenzin
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