
Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad

Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 23 (1996)

Heft: 3

Inhaltsverzeichnis

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 03.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


EDITORIAL

CONTENTS

Forum
Waiting for recovery 4-7

Official News 9/10

Dialogue/SRI News 11

Culture
The 10th Berne Dance Days 12

Tourism
Study and hiking trails 13

Votes
Referendums of June 9:
the results 14/15

Mosaic 16/17

Ping-Pong
When young people
take their lives 18

SSA News 19

Cover:
Unemployment in Switzerland has
not been as high as this since the
1930s. Many people are desperatly
waiting for the upturn so long in
coming. (Photo: Prisma)

IMPRESSUM
Swiss Review, the magazine for the Swiss
Abroad, is in its 23nd year of issue and is
published in German, French, Italian, English
and Spanish in more than 20 regional
editions. It has a total circulation of over 310,000.
Regional news appears four times a year.
Editors: René Lenzin (RL), Secretariat for the
Swiss Abroad (chairman); Alice Baumann
(AB), Press Bureau Alice Baumann Conception;

Pierre-André Tschanz (PAT), Swiss Radio
International, Berne. Maria Bignasci (IB),
parliamentary correspondent of Giornale del
popolo; Editor of Official News: Robert
Nyffeler (NYF), Service for the Swiss Abroad,
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, CH-
3003 Berne. Translator: Ian Tickle.
Publisher, Editorial Office, Advertising: Secretariat

for the Swiss Abroad, Alpenstrasse 26,
CH-3000 Berne 16; Tel: 41 31 351 6110, Fax:
41 31 351 61 50, Postal Cheque Account
(Swiss National Giro): 30-6768-9. Printed by:
Buri Druck AG, CH-3084 Wabern.
Internet: http://www.revue.ch

No. 3/96(1. 7.1996)

«In two years time B.
would have retired.
Instead both he and his job

were rationalised away. He went
into a state of shock and developed

delusions. He imagined he
was about to be fetched by the
Gestapo, and he thought he could
smell leaking gas in his apartment.

His conclusion: "They're
trying to kill me". Worn-out and
totally daunted, he jumped out of
the window to his death.

I had this story from his wife,
who saw how he died. It is a simple

human tragedy. But it may also

be seen as an allegory for the
state of the Swiss economy. It fits
in well with the horror stories of
the last few months. The headlines

have not concerned people
but rather companies - being
dissolved, sold or merged out of
existence. There are now too few
workplaces and apprenticeships.

The cost of living is rising,
while wage packets are shrinking.
Switzerland is feeling the pain. It
is especially sad to learn that
since the beginning of the 1990s

many centres of decision-making
have left French-speaking Switzerland

or are now controlled from
abroad. Nervousness is becoming
increasingly widespread in
Ticino. The economic upheaval
which has hit the whole country
has given rise to shock and a sense
of numbness in many places.
But there are also positive things
to report. We have associations
such as "The Innovators" in
Soleure, which have organised
national project competitions so
that valuable ideas produced by

Alice Baumann

younger talent can find a market.
We also have the "KaosPiloten", a
Danish workshop for leadership
concepts which has helped a large
number of businessmen in
Switzerland to take off (mentally) with
stupendous success. The recipe
for such vertical take-off: "Just do
it Don't look for obstacles which
may not be there". We also hear
about women setting up companies

and managers of small and
medium-sized
businesses who
keep the economic

blood flowing

even during
times of crisis.
Revitalisation
can emerge from
turbulence. For at
least one thing
has been learnt
by people who
have a say in the

economy: reality
is not always what we think it is.
Or, to talk like the "KaosPiloten":
Do we want to look backwards or
forwards? Do we want to play it
safe or accept reasonable risks?
Do we sit on our resources or put
them to good use?

Whether we live inside or outside

the boundaries of Switzerland
we are all capable of overcoming
mental barriers and winning
competitions. So let us seek a platform
for our Utopias, let us give our
visions and our projects a fair
chance. For only in this way can
we prevent the recession ruining
more people and more
businesses.
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