Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 21 (1994)
Heft: 5
Anhang: Regional news : UK

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Regional News - UK

Adieu Ambassador Muhelm ths

The Swiss ambassador to the
UK, Mr Franz Muheim, has
announced his departure: he
will be leaving towards the
end of the year and heading
for retirement after a stint of
more than five years in Lon-
don. As yet there is no word
as to who is successor might
be and an embassy
spokesman informed the
Regional News-UK that it
might be a few months
before the Department of
Foreign Affairs in Bern
nominates a replacement.
Below, Mr Muheim
writes a farewell letter to the
Swiss community in Britain,
for whom his period of
office will be indelibly
remembered for the festivi-
ties which he promoted to
celebrate Switzerland’s
700th anniversary in 1991.

But Mr Muheim’s time in
London has also coincided
with the efforts of many in
Switzerland to prod the
country into closer coopera-
tion with the wider Euro-
pean and world community.
This, of course, has been
largely unsuccessful.

The consequences, and
especially the economic
consequences, of Swiss iso-
lationism were commented
upon by Mr Muheim in a
speech at the 1st August cel-
ebrations in London. ‘So
far,” he said, ‘things do not
look to bad, but we already
sense that the interest in new
and innovative investments

Ambassador and Mrs Muheim

may decline, which would
be a very worrying phenom-
enon should this trend be
confirmed.’

As far as the UK specifi-
cally was concerned the
ambassador noted that it is
becoming increasingly diffi-
cult for Swiss citizens to
obtain work and residence
permits - and this he attrib-
uted directly to Switzer-
land’s refusal to join the
European Economic Area.

Politically, however, the
ambassador was more

scathing. Switzerland was
absent from the main negoti-
ations on the future of the
continent. ‘We are being
perceived,” he added, ‘as a
country which is unable to
provide an intellectual and
conceptual input on matters
which do concern us.’

It will now be up to his
successor to make the best
of the difficult circum-
stances which the Swiss
people have forced upon
their politicians and diplo-
mats.

Deadline
for next issue

4 November
1994

Diary

5 November
YORKSHIRE

Annual luncheon, Sandal
Restaurant, Bradford.
Details from Club
President J Long, Tel
0274 588 189.

19 November
MANCHESTER
Annual dinner/dance at
Stanneylands Hotel,
Wilmslow. Details from
Club President Marianne
Reuter, Tel 0260 273681.

19 November
LONDON

Swiss Rifle Association:
Annual dinner/dance and
prize giving. Details from
Club Secretary Urs
Schaerer, Tel 081 850
4117 or 081 850 8884.

2 December
FARNBOROUGH
Christmas party at Elles
Community  Centre.
Details from Club
President Vreni Rudkin,
Tel 0252 547948.

Dear Readers,

The post of Ambassador
to the Court of St James,
which | am leaving after a
stay of five and a half
years, is one of the most
fascinating a diplomat
can dream to occupy.
This was true even at
the time of Mozart’s Don
Giovanni...

These were very full,
very interesting years,
and very important ones
as well, given the historic
developments we have
witnessed in the world,

particularly in Europe,
during this period. The
United Kingdom is one
of Switzerland’s most
important partners and it
was particularly reward-
ing to exchange views
and, in some cases, to
co-ordinate our actions
with the British govern-
ment. We have no bilater-
al problems, but many
problems of common
concern to discuss
together, in particular with
regard to European inte-
gration.

My wife and I will fond-

ly remember many
events we have either ini-
tiated or been associated
with during our stay. | am
thinking in particular of
the successful Swiss
Festival of 1991 and of
the fabulous fair at Bat-
tersea Park in London,
which was attended by
more than 8,000 compa-
triots and British friends
of Switzerland. | am also
very pleased to leave
behind two new institu-
tions, the Swiss Cultural
Fund in Britain and the
Swiss Business Forum,

both of which, | trust, will
prove to be useful instru-
ments for the strengthen-
ing of the links among the
Swiss who live in this
country and between our
two countries.

| thank the Swiss
community for its great
co-operation and wish all
of its members and their
families well in their future
endeavours and activi-
ties.

Yours sincerely,
Franz Muheim.

Grossbritannien e
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Do you collect
SWISS STAMPS?

For buying and selling all-world
stamps, covers, collections and

For Information
Advice or Help
contact the

SWISS WELFARE

Youth Exchange

Discover Switzerland!
Live with a family in Switzerland!

specializing in . '
SWITZERLAND, LIECHENSTEIN Host a guest from _Swztz!erland.
& AUSTRIA OFFIGE : Win new friends!
write or call: Take a trial apprenticeship or educational training!
LEO BARESCH LTD for young people,

The youth exchange programme for young Swiss is
organised by the Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad - and the
programme offers its participants all this, and much more.
It is designed for those 15 to 25 years old who are living in

Switzerland or abroad, and Britain is one of
seventeen countries which take part in the scheme.
For further details about the project write to or telephone:
Margrit Lyster, Swiss Welfare Office,

31 Conway Street, London W1P SHL
(Telephone 0171 387 3608).

31 Conway Street,
London W1P 5HL
Telephone:
071-387 3608
Underground Stations:

Great Portland Street,
Warren Street

(M.D.: W Gattiker)
PO Box 791, HASSOCKS
W Sussex BN6 8PZ
Tel: 0273 845501
SHOP: 110 St Martin’s Lane,
Trafalgar Sq., LONDON WG2N 4AZ
(open 10.30 to 6.00)

Serve Britain’s Swiss Community. ..

ADVERTISE IN THE
REGIONAL NEWS-UK

The Swiss Review : Serving the Swiss Community

Receiving a guest
from Switzerland

Living in a Sw

Advertising rates from £45.
The Regional News-UK also carries small
classified advertisements
(&4 for 15 words, £1 for each additional 5 words).

To place your advertisement or for further details contact (by post only)

The Advertising Manager,
The Swiss Review, The Swiss Embassy,
16-18 Montagu Place, London W1H 2Bd

Small Ads

SWISS FLIGHTS +
World Wide Air Fares: we
specialize in flights to
Switzerland: International
Travel: 081 343 3633.

SWISS WOMAN FASH-
IONPHOTOGRAPHER
specializing in POR-
TRAITS and PORTFO-
LIOS offers her services
either at her studio or in
your own surroundings.
Please phone Michele on
081 961 5207.

VINE COTTAGE. Treat
yourself to a break in
medieval Rye, East Sus-
sex. Enjoy peace and quiet
in my family home. B&B
from £14.00 p.p. For infor-
mation rig your Swiss
hostess on 0797 222822.

Louis R Guenin
B.D.S.,L.D.S., R.C.S. (Eng.)

SWISS
DENTIST

24 Harcourt House,
19 Cavendish Square,
London WIM 9AB

Telephones:
071-580 1252 & 2244

Committed to Excellence

Youth exchange: learning to understand.
The new leaflet gives you more information.

SWISS
LAWYER

Mrs M. Scheurer,
Avocat
37 Longmeadow
Cheadle Hulme

Cheadle
Cheshire SK8 7ER

Tel: 061-485 4388
Fax. 061-485 3126

Obituaries

Heidi Dobbie, a long-serv-
ing and loyal member of
Dunfermline Swiss Club,
died recently. Rosie
Preiswerk died in Basel in
June, aged nearly 90. Her
resolute character, kind-
ness, devotion and wit
made her admirably suited
for the post of warden of
the Swiss Hostel for girls in
London from 1956 to 1966.

REGA

REGA - the Swiss Air
Rescue Service - is a great
Swiss institution to which
Swiss citizens living
abroad can also subscribe
to their advantage. The
organisation will gladly
send information to any
reader who is interested
and it can be contacted at
Dufourstrasse 43, 8008
Zurich.
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Around and About in London

‘Humanitarian Challenges in
a Changing World: an ICRC
View’ was the theme of a
lecture by Dr Peter Fuchs,
Director-General of the
International Committee of
the Red Cross, given in Lon-
don in the early summer.
The lecture and subsequent
dinner were organised by the
City Swiss Club and the
British-Swiss Chamber of
Commerce. The work of the
Red Cross organisation
world-wide is only too well
known in these times of war,
famine and disease, with the
concomitant problem of mil-
lions of refugees. Dr Fuchs
gave just a few examples of
the Red Cross’s work, such
as making wells and distrib-
uting food in Somalia to
help over one million people
and six million cattle to sur-
vive; visiting prisoners of
war in many parts of the
world; and dealing with five
million letters. The cold war
may be over, but the new
order is not yet established
and Fuchs wondered
whether the United Nations
Organisation is capable of
creating this new code of
international ethics.

Events organised by

other Swiss societies in
London included an outing
to Woburn Abbey by the
Unione Ticinese and the
Cercle Genevois and the
annual barbecue at Hurst-
pierpoint. There were also a
number of annual general
meetings - that of the Swiss
Church took place at Whit-
sun, followed by a family
service in English and
lunch, while the Swiss Mer-
cantile Society’s was held
in June. The former home
of the SMS College, Swiss
House in Fitzroy Square, is
now a Bell Language
School.

‘The Discovery of the
Alps by British Artists’ was
the title of a lecture given
by Jerry Lovatt, librarian
and custodian of pictures of
the Association of British
Members of the Swiss
Alpine Club. This meeting,
held at the embassy, was
organised in conjunction
with the Anglo-Swiss Soci-
ety. Also at the embassy,
the cultural section support-
ed by the New Helvetic
Society, organised a reading
in German by the Swiss
writer Frederike Kretzen
and a full-day symposium

Regional News - UK‘

German
Saturday
Schools

The German Saturday
Schools in London have
been in existence for six
years. They are a non prof-
it-making association of
parents and are organised
in six areas of London.
The objective of the Satur-
day schools is to further
children’s knowledge of
the German language and
to give instruction in
regional studies and cultur-
al and traditional subjects.
Qualified teachers give
lessons on Saturdays from
10.00 am to 12 noon. The
children talk, sing, read,
write, play, paint and make
handicrafts on many dif-
ferent topics from all the
German-speaking coun-
tries. The schools are
located in Bayswater,
Croyden, Ealing, Hendon,
Islington and Richmond.
Further details can be
obtained from Mrs Renate
Wright, Chairwoman,
Association of German
Saturday Schools, Tel. 071
229 3740.

in French on Blaise Cen-
drars, the Swiss avant-garde
author.

Recent musical events
included the City Swiss
Club giving its members a
chance of attending an
open-air concert at Ken-
wood House on Hampstead
Heath, while a concert took
place at the Swiss Church
in July under the auspices
of the embassy and the New
Helvetic Society. The Trio
de Geneve, all young musi-
cians, performed old and
modern music on violin,
cello and piano.

As for the visual arts, the
London-based Swiss Lau-
rent Lourson exhibited
‘Prints of Chelsea Today’ to
coincide with the Chelsea
Festival. *The - Gold
Weaver’, Lucie Heskett-
Brem from Luzern, showed
exquisite gold jewellery at
Bentlet’s, the antique jew-
ellers in Bond Street. And
‘From Caspar Friedrich to
Ferdinand Hodler: a
Romantic Tradition’ was
the title of an exhibition of
German, Austrian and
Swiss paintings from the
Oskar Reinhart Foundation
in Winterthur. [MM]

Swiss Radio International

Swiss Radio International (SRI), the Swiss Broadcasting
Corporation’s external service has started the process
which will lead it to establish a future-orientated world-
wide radio presence. For almost sixty years now SRI has
been familiar to innumerable listeners in every continent
as the provider of the quickest and most direct route for
maintaining contact with Switzerland. SRI will continue
to fulfil all this role in the future. Nevertheless, the SRI
of the future will be different and new, a modern radio
enterprise focusing on its audiences to contribute a
specifically Swiss input to a rapidly changing and com-
petition-orientated world. SRI has launched the phased
implementation of a new strategy which will take it from
conventional to digital production, from ‘rendezvous’
broadcasting to continuous programmes, from shortwave
to satellite transmission. On 2 May the French round-
the-clock satellite channel was launched, followed on 6
May by the English-language programme. German- and
Italian-language programmes will follow by the summer
of 1995 at the latest. All four programmes are broadcast
initially to the whole of Europe via ASTRA and ETEL-
SAT and subsequently to other continents via further
satellites.

Gottfried Locher has now been in London for some months
- but for those who do not already know, he is the new min-
ister at the Swiss Church in London. Gottfried was brought
up in canton Bern. Following school and military service he
travelled in Chile and studied in Montreal, before returning
to his theological studies in Switzerland. His wife, Barbara,
is a teacher.
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FOSSUK in
Birmingham
This year’s annual general
meeting of the Federation of
Swiss Societies in the United
Kingdom (FOSSUK) was held
in Birmingham. Among the
many attending was Dr Hans
Egli (95), who jointly founded
the organisation forty-five years
ago. Embassy and consular
staff were also present.

The two main speakers from
Switzerland were Rolf Boden-
mueller, head of the service for
the Swiss abroad at the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs,
and Rene Lenzin, of the secre-
tariat of the Swiss abroad in
Bern. The former stressed the
difficult financial status of the
Confederation, the political per-
spectives of Switzerland and
matters concerning Swiss
abroad, such as taxation at
source, acquiring property in
Switzerland and the identity
card long-wished for by compa-
triots living abroad. Mr Lenzin
spoke about the voluntary old-
age and invalidity insurance.

The Regional News-UK of
the Swiss Review was also the
subject of discussion. FOSSUK
delegates were encouraged to
seek advertisements and dona-
tions and to send short reports
of events. A lack of funds
means that the regional pages
might have to be published less
regularly. In the meantime
FOSSUK has appealed to the

;, ¥
FOSSUK president Jeffrey
Long and Barbara Locher
drawing prize winners at
the FOSSUK meeting in
Birmingham. The prizes
were sponsored by the Swiss
National Tourist Office.

rary subsidy.

A more convivial note was
struck at the civic reception
which was hosted by the lord
mayor of Birmingham, fol-
lowed by dinner with entertain-
ment provided by the Toni
Frunz Band from Sarnen
(OW). There was also an
opportunity to see the city dur-
ing a sight-seeing tour and an
outing to Cadbury’s World of
Chocolate.

Next year’'s FOSSUK
assembly will be hosted by the
Scottish Swiss clubs in June

OSA in Lenzerheide

This year’s Organisation of
the Swiss Abroad meeting
was held on the Lenzerheide
in August. The UK’s three
delegates (Bernard Simon,
Joe Broggini and Ursula
Ditchburn) attended togeth-
er with deputy delegates
Rose-Marie Breitenstein
and Margrit Lyster.

The UK representatives
agreed that the proposed
abolition of the voluntary
AHV/IV would have serious
implications on Swiss
abroad. It was therefore
suggested that a working
party of specialists be
appointed to study alterna-
tive reforms of the voluntary
insurance scheme.

The UK delegates were

crimination against Swiss
abroad if the proposed revi-
sion of the Lex Friedrich
(which governs the acquisi-
tion of property in Switzer-
land by foreigners) came
into force, whereby the con-
ditions for acquisition of
property in Switzerland
would depend on an appli-
cant’s status and place of
residence, rather than on
his or her nationality. Swiss
abroad would thus be treat-
ed on the same basis as
other persons not resident
in Switzerland.

The question of affiliation
of foreign sections of Swiss
political parties to umbrella
organisations, such as
FOSSUK, was discussed

federal authorities for a tempo-  1995. [MM] |also concerned about a dis- Continued on page V
per case of 12 bottles
WHITE (unless otherwise stated)
Fendant de Sion 1993 75cl 93.82
Perhaps the most famous of Swiss wines - dry, full-bodied with a
typical taste of fruit and lime blossom.
S wiss ‘]/Vine S Lt([ Chateau de Trevelin Aubonne 1993 75cl 98.56
An award winning wine exclusive to Swiss Wines Ltd. Dry and fruity
with great class and is an excellent accompaniment to all seafoods.
Wi : T Villette-Lavaux 1993 75cl 118.92
Swiss Wll’l.ES Lidis a young enthus.zastzc' A light dry wine, strong in alcohol with production being strictly
company with a long standlng relatzonsth controlled making this a highly sought after wine.
with Switzerland and an intimate La Vignette la Cote N.V. 1L 91.65
; ; ; An excellent house wine - dry, full-bodied. Used in many Swiss
knowlea'ge Of .thelr superb quallty M{ll’leS. restaurants. Supplied in 10 x 1L bottles with metal caps, not corks.
We are a family run company offering a
personal and professional service to both RI’;‘)DI g o3 i
. . ole vValais C B
the trade and per[l[é customers. A combination of Pinot Noir and Gamay grapes. This wine is noble,
Please Contact David Kitchen or Sally Phelps subtle, soft and velvety and is delicious with any red meat, game and
= A ey ; cheese
Swiss Wines Ltd, Freepost (GL127) Piganot Salvagnin N.V. 1993 1L 91.65
Stroud GloucesterShire GLS 2BR An excellent quality house wine made from the Beaujolais and Gamay
2 4 £ . .
grapes. Supplied in 10 X 1L bottles with metal caps, not corks.
Telephone: 0453 751741 or 766977 , At s
é . All prices are inclusive of VAT. Delivery is free of charge for 2 or more cases.
Facsimile: 0453 751741 Under 2 cases please add £5.50. PAYMENT ON DELIVERY.
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Bishop’s Yodelling Send-Off

The retirement of David Jenkins, the controversial bishop
of Durham, was marked by a ceremony at Durham Cathe-
dral, at which a trio flown from Switzerland performed.
According to the Northern Echo the bishop’s face ‘truly lit
up’ when the jodlerduett Fredy Kunz and Xavier Baetting
sang ‘On Top of the Mountain’, accompanied by accordian-
ist Karl Kohler. Two thousand balloons were then released
from the Palace Green, each bearing the message ‘You
can’t keep a good God down’. Members of the Swiss Club
Tyne Tees were also present, as was Joseph Koch from the
Swiss embassy. Mr Koch later joined members of the club
in an evening celebration at the Three Tuns Hotel in
Durham.

N Scott-Niederberger

Regional News - UK

and it was agreed that such
bodies should remain apo-
litical - though this would
not prevent individuals
joining a party.

The working party on
Europe, of which Bernard
Simon is a member, has
completed its work and is
to be replaced by a larger
body which will gather
information on discrimina-
tion against and restric-
tions on Swiss within the
EC. Joe Broggini, mean-
while, attended several
meetings of the OSA’s
executive committee;
Margrit Lyster attended a
meeting of the Solidarity
Fund; and Rose-Marie Bre-
itenstein, as vice-president,
attended a meeting of the
Friends of the Organisation

OSA in Lenzerheide (Continued)...

of the Swiss Abroad. Ursu-
la Ditchburn made repre-
sentations on behalf of Pro
Patria regarding support
given by the organisation
to Swiss schools and about
a museum on the history of
the Swiss abroad in Gene-
va.

All delegates, together
with other visitors from the
UK, attended the plenary
session on the Swiss econo-
my and commerce, which
was addressed by Federal
Councillor Delamuraz.

Further information
regarding any of the above
points may be obtained
directly from the OSA dele-
gates. The next meeting of
the OSA council will be
held in Bern on 4 March
1995. [UD]

Swiss Consul General Ernst Keller with the Bishop
of Durham an earlier meeting of Swiss Club Tyne Tees.

Heading Home

It is not just the Ambassador Muheim who is heading
home. Three other members of the UK Swiss community
are also set to leave. At the embassy Livio Hurzeler, the
cultural attache, has departed as is his colleague Felix
Naef at the Manchester Consulate-General. Also heading
for Switzerland is Eric Westacott, until recently president
of the Midlands Swiss Society. Eric left Birmingham to
take up an new job with Swiss Re(UK) in London, but has
now been relocated to Switzerland.

Ingredients :
For the sauce:
10g (1/20z) butter

2 large eggs

250ml (9fl 0z) cream
600g spaghetti

1 tbsp oil

30g (loz) butter

2 sprigs marjoram, snipped

100g (40z) cooked or boiled ham, diced

40g (2 0z) Sbrinz SWITZERLAND

50g (10z) Sbrinz SWITZERLAND, grated

CHEESES FROM SWITZERLAND

Proudly presents a regular RECIPE SERVICE featuring a member of the SWISS ALPINE SKI TEAM
Franz Heinzer's Favourite Recipe - SPAGHETTI WITH CHEESE SAUCE

1. Saute the ham gently in the butter until it becomes slightly
transparent, then put to one side.

2. Beat the eggs and cream together and heat in a small pan, stirring
constantly, until a thick sauce is formed.

3. Melt the cheese into the sauce, add the diced ham, remove from the
heat and keep warm.

4. Place spaghetti into plenty of salted water, add the oil and cook till al
dente. Drain well in a sieve and refresh with cold water. Drain
thoroughly, then heat through well with butter.

3‘81554(

gﬁsusﬁé% plates. Sprinkle with Sbrinz and marjoram, and serve
S @ 2 immediately.
z s‘frm u(un ,;7
Y &
EASY, INEXPENSIVE, SERVES 4 PERSONS
SWITZERLAND

5. Re-heat the sauce. Mix with spaghetti and arrange on pre-warmed
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Letters

Girl Meets Boy
...Again

Sir,

‘Simon Juan: artist in
Devon.’ I browsed through
the ‘Swiss Review’ and
came across this name.
Simon was my very first
boyfriend when I was 14
years old! We had a won-
derful friendship but alas,
we went our different ways.
You could have knocked me
down with a feather when I
read the article. My son and
I went to visit Simon and
his wife in Barnestaple the
other day and had a wonder-
ful time with them. We
were so sorry to have
missed 56 years of friend-

ship.
Yours sincerely,
Stephanie Turner,
Poole,
Dorset.

Votes v. Directives
Sir,
Swiss direct democracy is,
as far as I know, unique in
the world. Can any of those
urging EC membership
explain to me what would
happen when the Swiss pop-
ular vote conflicted with an
EC directive - directives
issued by appointed bodies
and not even by the feeble
elected European parlia-
ment? Do we really want to
give up our democracy for
this ?
Yours sincerely,
M Schneider,
Penzance,
Cornwall.

Votes v. Dictates

Sir,

I would like to reply to J R
Schwyter that there has
always been some name
calling between the different
linguistic regions of
Switzerland, including
between the cantons of
Romandie, but it was never
nasty and on 1 August there
was that wonderful feeling
that we were all Swiss
together. Myth or no myth,

Vi

Stephanie Turner (left) and the Juans

people need something to
believe in. Take everything
away and you have a vacu-
um.

As for ‘on s’entend bien
mais on se comprend mal’,
is that not true of life in
general, within families,
neighbourhoods, social
classes, political parties,
towns, countryside, etc.? It
is human nature!

Is the EC such a happy,
friendly ship to join when
every time their livelihoods
are threatened French farm-
ers and fishermen come out
en masse and riot in the
streets, destroying food
from their fellow EC mem-
bers’ countries and from
other European countries? Is
it all that democratic when
only three out of twelve
countries gave their people
a referendum over Maas-
tricht?

As for Switzerland wanti-
ng all the advantages but
none of the disadvantages,
is that not what all the other
countries are doing as well?

The free movement of
people without control is a
Utopian dream. For it to
succeed governments should
build sufficient decent,
affordable homes for work-

ers and create jobs for all,
which they do not do. The
people of all the countries
should love, understand and
accept each other, which
they do not do either. In
these circumstances it is a
recipe for disaster because
there is nothing like a lack
of housing, unemployment
and poverty to create hatred
and resentment between
people of different coun-
tries.

If Switzerland did join
the EC what would happen
if some cantons refused to
accept EC laws? Would the
Swiss Federal Council have
the power to force the Euro-
pean parliament dictates on
the rebellious cantons? And
what would become of our
present system of 26 self-
governing republics and our
democratic right of referen-
da?

Yours faithfully,
E Raed-Maerki,
Welling,

Kent.

Midlands Mover
Sir,

A change in direction has
meant moving away from
the West Midlands and
resigning my post as chair-

man of the Midlands Swiss

Society. My members voted
on giving me the position as
honorary president for all
my hard work and for estab-
lishing the society in 1988. 1
would like to thank them all
for their support in the past
and for the crystal glass they
presented to me. I will miss
them all very much but am
confident that with their
strong committee and the
new chairman, David
Tracey, they will have many
happy events in the future.
Kind regards,
Eric Westacott,
Elstree, Herts

Regional
News-UK

The editor welcomes read-
ers’ views and comments.
Letters and articles for the
next issue of the Regional
News-UK, to be published
in December, should be
forwarded to Dr David
Ditchburn, Department of
History, University of
Aberdeen, King’s College,
Old Aberdeen AB9 2UB
(Tel 0224 272999; Fax
0224 272203) by 4
November 1994.
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SW|ss Artlsts in Brltam A Summer of Exh|b|t|ons

The National Gallery

The National Gallery in Lon-
don staged a major travelling
exhibition of Swiss art over
the summer months from
June until September. The
paintings were drawn from
the Oskar Reinhart Founda-
tion in Winterthur, one of the
most impressive and impor-
tant European collections of
German, Austrian and Swiss
art of the nineteenth century.
Oskar Reinhart (1885-1965)
presented his extraordinary
collection of Northern
Romantic and Realist art to
establish a museum in his
native town of Winterthur.
He hoped to ‘lift the prestige
of German art’ in an era
dominated by Paris and by
collecting fine pictures from
the German-speaking coun-
tries to offer a more balanced
view of the history of Euro-
pean art.

This rich pictorial tradition
was represented in the Lon-
don exhibition by some ninety
paintings and forty drawings.
The early sections of Roman-
ticism included work by
artists such as Caspar Wolf
and Josef Anton Koch whose
mountain landscapes celebrat-
ed the wonder of the Alps,
and Carl Blechen who
brought a Gothic touch to his
views such as ‘the Building of
the Devil’s Bridge’.

The diverse charms of the
Biedermeier period in the

early nineteenth century
affected artists from Scandi-
navia to Switzerland, includ-
ing Jacques-Laurant Agasse.
This Swiss artist’s colourful
pictures of daily life, and his
proficiency at depicting ani-
mals, brought him great popu-
larity in Britain, where he
produced works such as
‘Landing at Westminster
bridge’ and “The Flower Sell-
er’.

Among the later nine-
teenth-century artists fea-
tured in the exhibition was
Ferdinand Hodler, whose
studies were unmistakably
modern in style, yet also
imbued with visionary
grandeur. His work demon-
strated how the German-
speaking culture of Europe
embodied the enduring
dream of the Romantic
imagination: the longing for
an ideal world found in both
classical antiquity and in the
Romantic response to nature.

The National Gallery’s
exhibition was one of several
events staged on German
Romanticism in London and
Edinburgh. Another exhibi-
tion, “The Romantic Spirit in
German Art, 1790-1990’, is
on display at London’s Hay-
ward Gallery until 8 January
1995. For those who did not
see the Oskar Reinhart col-
lection, it is on display in
Geneva until January 1995.

Hebden Bridge

As part of Hebden Bridge’s
Swiss Week in June, the
Hanson Gallery of Contem-
porary Art devoted an exhi-
bition to the work of Swiss
artists in Britain. Among the
works exhibited were
ceramics by Kirsti Fattorini.
Paintings were by Susan
Bonvin, Ruth Moser and
Catherine Imhof-Cadinal.
The exhibition was opened
by Ermnst Keller, Swiss Con-
sul General in Manchester.
(Left: Consul General and
Mrs Keller with Ruth Moser
and her grandmother; below:
‘Without Glass I’ (oil on
canvas) by Susan Bonvin.)

Jacqueline Real and Heidi Sauter, both originally
from Zurich, were among the artists who con-
tributed to the United Abstract Artists’ Summer
Exhibition held in London in July and August. Ear-
lier in the year the Swiss sculptor Marcel Baettig,
artist in residence, displayed some of his animal
motif creations at South Hill Park, Bracknell,
where he is artist in residence; and in August and
September Laurent Lourson showed his calligrams
inspired by Wilfred Owen’s poetry at Prestatyn and
Wrexham.
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Book Review

W. P. Stephens, Zwingli: An
Introduction to his Thought
(Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1992; pp. xiii, 174; ISBN 0-
19-826329-5; Ppbk ed.,
1994, £9.95.)

Most people have heard of
God and Christ; but in this
irreligious age the third ele-
ment of the Trinity remains
an enigma to all but a few.
Much the same might be
said of that trinity of six-
teenth-century reformers,
Luther, Calvin and Zwingli.
Even in this ahistorical age
Luther and Calvin are famil-
iar names (though not per-
haps much more) but outside
Switzerland few have heard
of Zwingli. Yet, as Peter
Stephens argues, the origins
of the Reformation require
reference to Zwingli as
much as to Luther, while an
understanding of the
reformed tradition requires
reference as much to
Zwingli and Zurich as to
Calvin and Geneva.

Stephens begins by examin-
ing the political setting and
Zwingli’s background from
his birth in the Toggenburg

. in 1484 until his death in

battle at Kappel in 1531.
This, however, is merely an
introduction to the principal
focus of the book: Zwingli’s
thought. The reformer’s
back-to-basics attitudes to
the Bible and God are exam-
ined, followed by an explo-
ration of his stance on issues
such as salvation, baptism
and the Eucharist. Zwingli’s
approach to church and state
precede a summative chap-
ter on Zwingli as a theolo-
gian and reformer. Peter
Stephens is the UK’s leading
Zwinglian scholar. In this
concise study he manages
to frame his own erudite
thoughts in a fashion acces-
sible to the general reader:
there is no longer an excuse
for regarding Zwingli as the
forgotten man of the Refor-
mation. [DD]

of the late 20th century.

Brother Klaus
Man Of Two Worlds by Christina Yates

A5 88 pages. Nine illustrations including sketch map of the area

One of the most significant figures in Swiss history is ‘Brother Klaus’,
canonised as St Nicholas of Fliie. In 1481, at a critical moment, he inter- §
vened to save the infant Swiss Confederation from civil war and probable
disintegration, and influenced the procedures which enabled Catholics and
Protestants and four language groups to endure as an efficient state to the
present day. The Swiss example is still of significance in the chaotic world

Active at first as farmer, magistrate and family man, in middle life
Brother Klaus felt compelled by an unrelenting inward voice to resign his
existing obligations and to live as a hermit.

Published by Sessions of York, York YO3 9HS, England

1417-87

£3.85 inc. p&p J

Mariann Meier: Congratulations

On 10 August Mariann
Meier celebrated her 80th
birthday surrounded by all
her family who came from
far and
nierair
Origi-
nally
from@
Liestal,
Mariann
Wi A s
brought
up in
Basel. In
1932 she
met her
future |
husband, |
Walter,
at  the
Caiat.y
Swiss
Club in London. They mar-
ried in 1935 and had four
children. Walter, an emi-
nent figure in the London
Swiss community, died in
1961 at the age of 53. Mari-
ann not only brought up her
four children single handed
but also found time to
devote to various activities
in the Swiss community.
She took on offices in a
number of societies and
organisations, notably as
president of the New Hel-
vetic Society, a post which
she held for fifteenn years.
She is still connected with
almost every society in the
London area. She was a del-
egate to the commission of

the Swiss Abroad, a mem-
ber of the Solidarity Fund
and represented the Swiss
Country Women’s Associa-
tion on
the exec-
utive of
| U
World
Organi-
sation in
London
d for many
years. A
prolific
writer
since her
early
yearsy
she edit-
ed the
Swiss
Observ-
er. Mariann has a natural
gift for communicating with
people and with her
immense knowledge of
Switzerland and the Swiss
she has provided an excel-
lent public relations service
for her country. An untiring
worker and fighter for the
rights of the Swiss abroad,
her age does not deter her
from continuing to take a
close interest in the activi-
ties of the Swiss communi-
ty: her motto is ‘Keine
Feier ohne Mariann Meier’.
All her many friends join in
wishing her many happy
returns and continued good
health.

Rose-Marie Breitenstein

should write to:

JOHN F. KENNEDY
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
3792 Saanen/GstaaD, Switzerland

Employment Opportunities

Small English-language boarding school would like to hear from Swiss nationals or persons with
working permission for Switzerland interested in employment for the coming school year which
begins in September. Qualified and experienced teachers trained to teach in an English-language
program for children 5-14, or persons interested in working as house parent, house assistant or cook

W. Lovell, Director, 3792 Saanen, Switzerland, Tel: 41 30 4 13 72, Fax: 41 30 4 89 82
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