
Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad

Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 17 (1990)

Heft: 1

Anhang: Local news : Great Britain

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 20.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllu
'rCT^r^r.c IDIRECTORYJ?ûlco.

THE ejlVECI'N rrtVjC3

Who Cares
Perhaps I should begin this editorial with a

Warning to those of a nervous constitution
who may be offended by the comments that
follow. But I should add that one does not
have to be an anarchist to critise the

establishment. 'The establishment' to which 1

refer in this case relates not to government but
to the multifarious bodies that allegedly
represent you and I. Listed on this page are

numerous clubs and societies to whom we, as

Swiss citizens temporarily or permanently
domiciled in the UK, are invited to refer. Many
local Swiss clubs have a thriving membership.
These tend to be the more liberal organisations
who expect little from members other than a

modest financial contribution. They meet only
to enjoy each others company, to exchange
gossip and to indulge in social gatherings.

It seems that the less well attended clubs are
often those run on more serious lines. So

much time is spent on the semantics of organisation

that there is little time left for leisurely
Pursuits. I reflect here not simply a personal
bias but opinions of numerous club members I

have met over the last 18 months.

It is no surprise to me that my colleague
Mariann Meier writes, in this issue - Page VIII,
of a lack of interest shown by Swiss citizens in
the UK in joining clubs and societies. What
good is an appeal for an injection of youth
when it is in the nature of the Swiss to deify
their elders and to pay little heed to the

younger generation'. I am 31 years old and
often treated like some kind of adolescent
heretic merely because I am not afraid to
challenge officialdom.

VZir liefern Ihnen:
HELVETIA-PANORAMA-KALENDER
(410 x 310 mm)
Mit 13 Aufnahmen aus markanten
Gegenden der Schweiz, inklusive
Firmeneindruck und Versandkarton.

AUTOVETERANEN-KALENDER
(250 x 265 mm)
für den Liebhaber von alten Autos. 13

Bilder, Firmeneindruck auf der
verlängerten Kartonrückwand, Versandhülle.

'Who or what', I am often asked, is FOSSUK
The Federation of Swiss Societies in the UK is a

body formed to regulate Swiss organisations
here and to pass on the views of members to
the authorities in Berne. Two 'Commissioners
of the Swiss Abroad', Berni Simon and Joe

Broggini, lobby government officials on our
behalf. Hands up if you already knew this.

I tackled Joe Broggini at a recent FOSSUK

meeting hosted by outgoing FOSSUK President

Dr Duttweiller at Credit Suisse. Despite
my non-aggresive intentions Joe shifted
uncomfortably in his chair as I asked him such

questions as: Who funds the trips he makes to
Switzerland 'on our behalf' What does he

actually achieve on these visits How do those
who have no interest in joining a Swiss club
have any influence in matters that affect them

I did not leave the meeting satisfied that those
less privileged than I who were not invited to
attend this sumptuous luncheon had any influence

at all. I hope new President Jeff Long will
take up my offer to professionally publicise
FOSSUK's activities and to make it truly
representative of public opinion. He is a genuine,
strong-minded Yorkshireman who may yet
change the thinking of those who fear change.

There are many dedicated staff at the Swiss

Embassy and Consulates who are very helpful
when approached for any manner of advice or
assistance. Such is the aura of unapproachable
elitism, however, that only the vociferous few
ever dare seek their help. Remember, these

people are our representatives. They don't
charge. They don't bite. They do listen. If they
do not fulfill their obligation just let me know

Best regards, Nick Miller

Kontaktadresse:
POLYDRUCK AG-CH-5200 BRUGG
Frau Brigitte Frommelt, Poststrasse206
Chi-8957 Spreitenbach

City Swiss Club Tel: 01-975 6002 (Dr R. Duttweiler)

Aberdeen Tel: 0224-732261 (Antoinette Wright)
Bristol Tel: 0454-775042 (Mrs Trudi Soper)

Dunfermline Tel: 0383-723540 (Mrs U. Ditchburn)

Edinburgh Tel: 031-334 2430 (Mrs U. Ross)

Guernsey Tel: 0481-48188 (Mrs Ferbrache-Amman)

Liverpool Tel: 051-427 1816 (Mrs M. Moor)
Manchester Tel: 061-483 7727 (J. mi> President)

Midlands Tel: 021-631 4050 (Eric Westacott)
N.Ireland Tel: 0232-648239 (Mr Hans Egli)

Southern Area Tel: 0252-615149 (Mr Marcel Gret)

Schwyzerclub South-West (Mrs Guppy)
101 Green Way, Bishops Lydeard, Taunton TA4 3DB

Surrey Tel: 01-647 9630 (Mrs Heidi Miller)
Torbay Tel: 0803-842355 (Max Singer)

Tyne & Wear Tel: 091-536 1047
(Mrs Nelly Scott-Niederberger)

West of Scotland Tel: 0360-22204 (Mr J. Sheffield)

Yorkshire Tel: 0274-588189 G- Long)

Other useful numbers
Anglo Swiss Society Tel: 0233-75233 (Mrs Cobb)
"La Causerie" Tel: 01-673 4955 (Ms. A. Yucottier)
Cercle Genevois Tel: 0923-221704 (Mrs S. Allan)
Swiss Church Tel: 01-340 9740 (Rev. P. Von Orelli)

Commission of the Swiss Abroad:
South ofBritain Tel: 01-741 4224 (Mr. J. Broggini)
North of Britain Tel: 061-926 8153 (Mr. B. Simon)

Consistoire Tel: 01-346 8094 (Mrs E. Crack)
FOSSUK Tel: 01-727 4113 (Jeffrey Long)

1st August Committee Tel: 01-892 2512 (Mr V. Berti)
Frauenverein Tel: 01-422 3545 (Mrs Laskowski)

Swiss Benevolent Funds - Scodand (Mrs Drysdale)
4 Victoria Crescent, Clarkston, Glasgow G76 8BP

Swiss Benevolent Soc Tel: 01-387 2173 (Mrs R Sharp)

Swiss Economic Council Tel: 0952-502000
(Mr. C.J. Pennington c/o British Brown-Boveri Ltd)

Swiss Embassy Tel: 01-723 0701

Swiss Mercantile Society Tel: 01-638 2800
(Mr K. Deutschte, c/o Union Bank of Switzerland

Mothers Group Tel: 0992-46687 (Marlies Davies)

Swiss National Tourist Office Tel: 01-734 1921

New Helvetic Society Tel: 01-727 4113

Swiss Relief Soc Tel: 051-486 1168 (Mrs Stevens)

Swiss Welfare Office Tel: 01-458 3859 (Mrs G. Ficker)

Swiss Youth Club Tel: 01-836 1418 (Information)

Union Ticinese Tel: 01-568 3916 (Mr Berti)

Local News - Great Britain
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The best way to travel to
Switzerland — by Swissair

5 flights London - Zurich - London
4 flights London - Geneva - London
2 flights London - Basle - London

Daily direct flights: Manchester - Zurich - Manchester

and Birmingham - Zurich - Birmingham

A choice of First, Business and Economy Class on all flights

Inexpensive Super Apex fares:

£ 106* return London - Switzerland
£ 123* return Birmingham - Zurich
£ 129* return Manchester - Zurich

* Subject to advance booking 14 days before departure and a stay in Switzerland which includes Saturday night

with swissair
Booking Offices:

London SWISSAIR, Swiss Centre,

New Coventry Street
Tel: 01-439 4144

Birmingham SWISSAIR. Room 108.

Birmingham International Airport
Tel: 021-782 7882

Manchester: SWISSAIR. John Dalton House.
12 John Dalton Street.
Tel: 061-832 8161

Glasgow SWISSAIR. Room 224

Glasgow Airport
Tel: 0345-581333



LETTERS

Mr Ambassador
my apology.

Since publication of my interview with Franz

Muheim, recently appointed Swiss Ambassador

to the UK, I have received a letter he sent

me which asks me to explain why I had not
sent him a copy of the abridged text prior to

printing, commenting that...

'Some of the changes alter the meaning of
what / said. I refer in particular to the

paragraph concerning the training of
military observers, who will not be put at the

disposal of peace keeping operations in
Namibia (where we already have a medical
team) but, as I tated, initially in the Middle
East. Also, it is certain that Switzerland will
never contemplate joining NATO; the word
"presently", which you added, therefore gives
a completely wrong impression. '

I sincerely apologise if our use of 'editorial
licence' caused any concern to the Ambassador

or, thereby, to our readers. We could
happily fill 16 or 20 'green pages' with an

unedited version of such an interview (and

numerous other features) but are prevented,
despite an overflow of keen advertisers, in so

doing by constraints placed upon us by the

publishers of the white pages and, in fact, by
the Swiss Embassy in London Similar

constraints unfortunately, in this case, allowed
us no time so send a proof copy to the

Ambassador who was, at that time, on a trip to

Switzerland. Despite our perpetual rush to

provide 'topical' information we still find that

most readers receive their copies of the

Review up to ONE MONTH LATE. Who we
blame, I'm afraid, I know not.

Having such little space again prevents me

from, as promised, answering your 'Advice
Line' queries in this issue. However, enquiries
from Roger Mistely of Hemel Hempstead,
Marta Walters of Bury-St.Edmunds, Paul

Mondelli of Neasden, Mark Baker of Tooting,
and Michael Weitener at Heriot-Watt University,

concerning a wide range of issues will be

dealt with individually and touched on in brief
in the next issue. Copies of the full 'answers'
from the Embassy or other sources will then be

available upon request.

I will just follow up on one Advice Line query
posed in the last issue. Several members of the

Tyne-and-Wear Swiss Club were eager to
know if any airline plans to run a direct service

from Newcastle airport to any Swiss

destination. On investigation I published a

response from Swissair but reported that Dan-
Air completely ignored my correspondence.
Having read his name in print, a mildly
enraged Crawford Rix, Dan-Air's Commercial
Manager, contacted me by 'phone. I now
have their official reply...

'DASS (Dan-Air Scheduled Services) believes
in investigating fully any new route
opportunities and, consequently, operations to
Switzerland from Newcastle Airport are
always a future possibility. '

in other words, Nelly 'No !' The
communication, which arrived some FIVE MONTHS
late, also boasted that Dan-Air's new 'Class

Elite' business service has just been launched

on the Gatwick-Zurich route and that Dan-Air
is one of Europe's fastest growing airlines etc.
Well, they would say that, wouldn't they
Crawford Rix, it must be said, is NOT such a

bad chap but his mail room needs attention

Margrit Lyster of the Swiss Welfare Office
writes to complain about John Chapman's article

concerning the SWO in issue no. 89/3

"The article gives the totally misleading
impression of being based on an interview
with me which it certainly was not - I have
never spoken to you nor Mr. Chapman. I
strongly object to being misquoted -

particularly when the information is false,
irrelevant to our work or in no way
sympathetic to our objectives. '

I must confess to asking John to construct the
article as if it were in interview format as I,

perhaps wrongly, felt this would be more
interesting to the reader. In fact ALL the
information given was taken from the SWO's
own Annual Report so it is ludicrous to suggest
that any part was falsified. The article was far
from unsympathetic and has since received
praise and a good deal of interest from other
readers. The Swiss Welfare Office has, for

many years, received FREE advertising and
editorial from the green pages. Many organisations

might have at least thanked us for that.

Trudy Ferbrache of the Guernsey Swiss Club
writes to say that she 'looks forward in
anticipation to the next Swiss Review to see

ifour club has its first ever mention !'...
Well, there it is, Trudy, but I suggest you get in

touch with me soon and perhaps I can visit

you for a future edition of my 'Tour de Suisse'

By the way, Mrs H. Phillips of Dorset, I WAS

only jesting when I asked, in issue 89/4, why
we were not invited to your father's 100th

birthday celebrations (much as it would have
been lovely to attend). And your 'first enquiry'
to me, regarding your father's subscription,
would have been sent to my predecessor.

Phew Not even any space for the many
complimentary letters. I'm just too honest

"And to my children
I leave an enormous

tax bill."
One day, your family may have
to pay a tax they've probably
never heard of, never thought
about and almost" certainly
never planned for. But it's a tax
that could cost them many
thousands ofpounds. It's called
Inheritance Tax - and it's no
respecter of boundaries or
nationalities.

Inheritance Tax reaches and
affects Britons resident abroad
and it applies to people of all
nationalities - regardless of
where they live — who have
assets in the UK.

If you own a house here, the
chances are your family will be
liable.

Allied Dunbar can help ease
the burden - and we can show
you how.

The first step is to ask for a

FREE copy of the Allied Dunbar
Guide to Inheritance Tax.
Then we'll contact you to
discuss Allied Dunbar's
solutions in more detail.

Write to us at the addresses
below or telephone us on
021-631 4050.

ALLIED
DUNBAR

PERSONAL FINANCIAL GUIDANCE
Member ofIAlfl'RO

Michael Westacott
Financial Planning Consultant

representing Allied Dunbar Assurance pic
1st and 2nd Floor, Burncli House

8 Stanmore Hill, Stanniore
Middlesex HA7 3BQ

or Eric Westacott
Financial Planning Consultant

representing Allied Dunbar Assurance pic
2nd Floor, Centre City Podium

S Hill Street, Birmingham B5 4UA
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ARTS

Limitations of space caused us to miss out
ourArts column in the last issue, much to the

chagrine of many of our readers. So,

hereunder, the venerable John Chapman
attempts to redress the omission...

Sculpture
The Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia is

supporting an exhibition of sculptures using
sound, light and motion appropriately entitled
'Time and Motion'. Initiated by the Laing Art

Gallery in Newcastle, it features works by
Swiss artists Peter Fischli and David Weiss.

The exhibition continues its tour as follows

February 17th to March 31st 1990
City Arts Centre, Edinburgh

April 9 th to May 5 th
The Minories Art Gallery, Colchester

Music
Swiss pianist Corina Gieré and violinist Oliver
Lewis embark on a short tour in April starting
by the seaside

Sunday 1st April 8pm
De la Warr Pavilion Bexhill-on-Sea Sussex

Thursday 5th April 8pm
Winter Gardens, Fort Cres.

Sunday 8th April 8pm
Central Library, Sutton, Surrey

One week later, the Carmina Quartet spend a

classical weekend at the Wigmore Hall in

London. Saturday night (14th April) features a

mixture of the works of Mendelssohn and

Schumann with Mitsuko Uchida at the piano.
On Sunday at 11.30am the quartet offer us an

appetising 'Beethoven Morning'.

Gottfried Keller
The Institute of Germanic Studies (IGS) has

organised a Symposium on the life and works
of the celebrated Swiss-German writer
Gottfried Keller on March 29th/30th. As a

prelude, Professor M.W. Swales of the IGS is

to give a talk on Keller's career in the Swiss

Embassy Lecture Room on March 28th at

7pm, with readings by a young Swiss actress.

A Bout de Godard
World-renowned French film director jean-
Luc Godard's mould-breaking 1960 movie 'A
bout de Souffle' continues its revival at the

Institut Français, 17 Queensbury Place,

London SW7 on Monday March 5th. This oft

cynically comic yet disturbing adventure
shocked Europe with its frank story of a

wayward young man, a brilliant first lead

performance by Jean-Paul Belmondo, on the

run from the police. His reluctant companion
is stylishly played by Jean Seberg. Not to be

confused with the unimpressive 1983 US

remake 'Breathless' (starring Richard Gere).

Mummenschantz
London's Sadlers Wells Theatre plays host to
world famous mime group Mummenschantz

on April 20th (Friday) and April 21st.

Visual Arts
Artist Rudolf Calonder is to participate in

Coventry Polytechnic's 'Prints with a Point'
exhibition from April 23rd until May 19th.

Further information about any of the events mentioned
in this article can be obtained from the Cultural Section

of the Swiss Embassy. Telephone 01-723 0701 ext 241/248.

TRAVEL 1

One in five skiers
choose Swiss slopes
Switzerland is soaring in popularity with
British skiers. A new survey gives it an

impressive 20 per cent of the British market.

According to figures published by the Swiss

National Tourist Office more than 130,000 of

the 650,000 Brits who ski each year head for

the Swiss slopes. Our findings disprove earlier

reports, based solely on package holidays put

together by tour operators, which give

Switzerland a market share of just six to eight

per cent (on a par with Andorra).

Previous surveys do not appear to have taken

into account the vast number of sophisticated
skiers who choose Switzerland as an

upmarket, quality destination and who, for whatever

reason, book their holidays independently

without the help of a travel agent. Others

haven't included the large proportion of skiers

who prefer to stay in self-catering accommodation

such as chalets and apartments.

Our survey reveals that the top Swiss resorts

for the British are Verbier, Champery, Zermatt,

Wengen, and Villars. The popularity of such

resorts seems likely to continue as tour

operators report that bookings for this winter

are well up on last year. In fact, in response to

demand, tour operators have added an

additional 15 resorts to their programmes.

GOING HOME
Save time, trouble and expense and make your flight arrangements with

HAMILTON TRAVEL
3 Heddon Street, London WIR 7LE - Tel: 01-439 3199 (10 lines) Telex: 229176

Mansfield Chambers, 17St Ann's Square, Manchester M2 7PW - Tel: 061-834 6364

abta!
7V2M

Air Tour

Organisers
OR PRESTEL 20261 Licence 1489 I

Fourteen years' experience in providing low cost, reliable scheduled flights to
Switzerland plus many other European destinations.

PACT IV



TRAVEL 2

Ihe Swiss National Tourist Office recently
Published a report to its many clients and
friends in the travel industry, to the media
und to other organisations with an interest
'n Switzerland. The brochure introduces

Joseph Buehler, the Director for UK and
Iceland and my colleague at the Review, and
his key personnel at the SNTO. Here, Joe
presents a potted resume of its contents.

The SNTO Team
The past year or so has been a period of great
change at the SNTO in London, a time both

challenging and stimulating in which we have
been taking a fresh look at the UK market and

adapting our office structure to meet the
demands of the next decade. Our reorgan-
'sation is now complete, and we are able to
Piove into the 1990s - and even the next

century - confident of continuing to provide
the quality of service you expeect of us.

Before I joined the SNTO I spent 12 years in
the travel industry, both in Switzerland and
Japan. In 1976 I was recruited to open the

SNTO's Tokyo office - a market that now
provides booming business for Switzerland.
After leaving Japan I spent four years as

Director of the Toronto office and in April
1988 I took up my present position.

My Deputy Director here in London, Fritz
Lauber, has overall responsibility for the Sales

Department. He, too, spent many of his 28

years in the travel industry working with tour
operators in Tokyo. He and his team sell the
Swiss Travel System to Britain and Ireland and
issue all rail and air tickets.

Head of Sales Promotion is Rico Signore who
provides the vital link between the UK travel
trade and the Swiss tourism organisations. His

department works to increase retailers' awareness

of Switzerland and its appeal as a value-

for-money holiday destination. He also

organises congress and incentive groups and

exhibitions here and in Switzerland.

Heidi Reisz takes charge of keeping the media
informed of all promotional and tourist topics,
both by personal contact and by sending out
regular press releases. Her Media Relations

Department arranges visits to Switzerland by
journalists, authors and TV and radio crews
and also runs the photo library.

Head of Information and Special Projects,
handling all phone and postal enquiries, is

Albin Breitenmoser who's library of
information covers almost every aspect of Switzerland

as a holiday destination.

Meanwhile, the man responsible for ensuring
that everything in the office runs smoothly is

Head of Administration Frank Blum. He handles

not only personnel and customer relations

but is also responsible for financial and

commercial accounting AND still finds time to
control the film and video library, mailroom,
storage and stationery. Quite an achievement.

I would finally like to thank you all for your
past support of the SNTO and look forward to

providing all the co-operation and assistance

you require in the future. I hope that you are
able to call in and visit us when you are in the

West End. The SNTO team is at your service

Cordially yours, Joseph Buehler

Joseph Buehler is the Director of the Swiss National Tourist Office
in London. For further information on subjects discussed

in any ofour travel features please telephone: 01-734 1921.

Switzerland by post
Regularly, every month. So many memories and discoveries. Things

familiar and things new. 60 pages of carefully researched articles in

English, French, German and Italian, with an impressive range of

photographic illustrations.

This month, for example, we discover Appenzell. Where peasant
traditions and heathen customs are still fascinatingly interwoven.

Where, every New Year, local mummer groups enact ancient

traditional entertainments for the surrounding farming
community. Where behind the rows of houses with

neat façades and spotless windows, these

highly individual townfolk live a lifestyle
unchanged by the passage of time.

In future months, we'll visit Delémont,
Switzerland's newest cantonal
capital. The streets of olde Berne with
their many arcades and picturesque
fountains and the Lötschberg,
featuring the well-known railway line and
the not-so-well known mountain pass.
These and many other fascinating topics are
all discussed in forthcoming issues of
SCHWEIZ SUISSE SVIZZERA SV1ZRA

SWITZERLAND. An illuminating magazine that

captures the many splendours of Switzerland.

Simply cut out the coupon
and return it to:

Swiss National
Tourist Office (SNTO)

The Swiss Centre
New Coventry Street

London W1V 8EE
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Next stop:

Miller meets Miller
at the Surrey Swiss Club.

If ever you're travelling to the Midlands just
remember one vital thing never ask Eric
Westacott how long it will take to get there...

Brief Encounter
with the Midlands Swiss Club
On 29th October 1989 at 7am (an unearthly
hour on any day let alone on a Sunday) I set off

from a girlfiend's house in Great Yarmouth

bound for the West Midlands. My rendezvous

was to be at 10.50am on the platform of
Kidderminster Station where I, and numerous
members of the Midlands Swiss Society, were
to board the famous Severn Valley Railway.

Armed with map book and sandwiches I

followed the 'infallible' computer-printed route

guide sent to me by Eric Westacott, supremo
of the Midlands Swiss Club. The guide told me

exactly where to get off motorways and A
and B roads and how long each stage of the

journey should take. Little did I realise that the

over-zealous computer was basing its predictions

on my driving at about 140 miles an hour!

In almost classic cinematic style I roared into
the forecourt of Kidderminster Station,

alighted from my chariot, and ran as fast as my
legs could carry me onto the platform just

as the delightful steam engine pulled out.

In fact in the time it took Eric the Tank Engine

to wind its way across hill and dale and river-

bank to its destination I had sallied forth

North-Westerly, stopped for a leisurely

breakfast, read the papers and STILL arrived in

Bridgenorth before the train. But neither the

speed of the train nor the likelihood of needing
rail transport between Kidderminster and

Bridgenorth is the reason for using this route.

As i climbed aboard for the return journey
(having enjoyed ANOTHER breakfast with my

new friends) I realised what it was that drew so

many hundreds of thousands of tourists each

year to this most unusual attraction. You do

not need to be duffle-coat clad and carrying a

note pad to enthuse about this particular train.

To be thrust back in time to an era when we
DID depend upon steam rail was fascinating.

Antiquated brass heater handles and

advertisements for Players cigarettes and Quibell's
sheep dips lend extra authenticity to the

dream. The centrepiece, however, must be

the magnificent American-style bar that

occupies the full length of the first carriage.

The Midlands Swiss Society is one of the

fastest growing in the UK and perhaps one o

the most adventurous. Eric and co. plan an

action packed 1990 to include sailing and

shooting trips alongside the more usual fondue

and barbecue parties. And hot on the heels of

our steam rail journey skirting the West

Midlands Safari Park they will soon be taking

members on a shopping trip to Harrods where

one can probably find an even bigger safari

park in the handbag and coat departments.

Also innovative is the idea of the club to

employ a company to produce a logo/identity

for a series of direct mail advertisements due to

hit Birmingham and its satellites very soon.

New members are actively sought and can

contact Eric during his very long office hours at

Allied Dunbar on 021-631 4050. Members

and applicants are to be given a questionnaire

asking them to list the type of events they

would like to participate in and small or large

factions within the club may then so indulge-

I met many interesting co-travellers on my day

trip. Amongst them Anton and Lynne Haber-

macher who restore my faith in the
stereotypical images of the Swiss. He wants to buy 3

second-hand alpine horn and attend an

alphorn school. She has friends back home

who are in a yodelling group and would

dearly love to tour the UK in 1991. If you think

you can help either dream come true please

call the Habermachers on 021-458 5535.

John O'Brien, who takes charge of marketing

and promotion for the club, is a programme
director with the local ITV station Central. He

and his Swiss wife Ursula are active and highly

valued members. John and Christine Wilkinson,

by contrast, are connected to their Swiss

friends via John's job as head of the UK

division of Swiss company Camille Bauer. A

nice afternoon was spent by us weary

travellers in the Wilkinson's home but not 3

cup of tea or biscuit in sight I!

Amongst Eric's other able deputies I was

fortunate enough to meet Erica Bartrum, the

club's secretary, and Julius Phillips, their

equivalent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer-

I was asked numerous questions by the

members as I flitted from carriage to carriage*

like a cheery ticket inspector. Most, concerning

dual-nationality, tax, pension, and military

service issues will be dealt with by our Advice

Line team in the fullness of time.

I thoroughly enjoyed my trip on this, the

affordable alternative to the Orient Express,

despite the turbulent start to my day-

Kidderminster to Bridgenorth can hardly be

compared with Venice to Simplon but then

I suppose I'm no Hercule Poirot I!

Eric Westacott, indicated far left, and some of the many members of
the Midlands Swiss Club prepare to board the Severn Valley steam railway.
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Fares
fair.

With regular daily return flights from London to Zurich, Geneva, Berne and Basle

from only £79 it would be hard to beat airtour swiss for value. So confident are we

that we can provide you with the CHEAPEST WAY to Switzerland, we will
GUARANTEE that if you can find a fare cheaper than ours WE WILL BEAT IT As all

of our flights are scheduled, we also GUARANTEE no cancellation of flights and no

time changes (barring adverse weather or acts of God

Contact us now for a free brochure. We have an impressive choice of flights and

packages such as Special Saver, Early Saver and Swiss Express. Accommodation

options range from the basic to the luxurious. Choose from many city and alpine

excursions, or hire a self-drive car to enjoy that special Swiss air at your leisure.

airtour swiss are British Government Bonded for your security.

airtour^C14/IP«9 WW —
port of theHolidaymaker Group pic

Holidaymaker House
157 Praed Street
London W2 1RL

01-724 2388

A PART OF THE

Holidaymaker Group pic

Bntiah Govern men I Bonded ABTA
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A Wish for 1990
Would you kindly consider it
The number of Swiss compatriots living in the

UK may not have gone down over the

decades, specially since there are many more
dual nationals as a result of the new nationality
laws. The structure of the community, though,
has changed. There are definitely more young
students, stagiaires and 'au pair' girls than 30

or 40 years ago, but the average age of Swiss
residents in this country has gone up. What is

missing is the broad middle strata of
professionals, industrialists, coommercial
employees, bankers etc who used to settle
here for life. These have been replaced by the

ever larger group of 'Kontraktauslandschweizer'

- Swiss who are sent abroad by
their companies for a certain number of years
and who return when their contract ends.

In one way er another, Swiss communities
abroad have undergone a change. When the
Federation of Swiss Societies in the UK
(FOSSUK) was founded as Presidents

Assembly in 1949, there were many more
societies and clubs in Britain than today.

There was a time when there were so many
members willing to serve on councils and
committees that one had not only to elect but
first to select suitable candidates among so

many who were offering themselves for office.
Things have changed. Nowadays, many
groups have great difficulties in finding enough
members willing to serve, even if membership
and attendance at functions are satisfactory.

Why is this so Of course, it is the right of
every compatriot to remain unattached to any
groupings. But again and again we come
across men and women of any age who would
really like to join a club or society, but
somehow haven't found one in their area.

Several societies have opened their ranks to
non-Swiss nationals with Swiss interests. The

City Swiss Club began to have such members
and, at the same time also women members.
The New Helvetic Society changed its rules so

as to be able to elect non-Swiss members to
the Council. In fact, the President of FOSSUK
is a non-Swiss though of Swiss ancestry.

My appeal today is to the many compatriots,
specially the younger ones, to join and to help
run a Swiss organisation. As one who has

been active in the Swiss community for over
50 years, I know how worthwhile voluntary
work is. Many think, in their modesty, that

they are not suitable. But how do they know
until they have tried I refuse to believe that

our compatriots in general have become selfish

and content to accept worthwhile activities
offered to them, but not prepared to help
those many compatriots who have been doing
devoted work for years in order to keep the
clubs going. Many groups provide
companionship for lonely and often homesick
people. This alone is worth supporting.

A new decade has started. Let us ask ourselves
what we can do, so that they will prosper and
be able to play an important part. More
especially in 1991, the 700th anniversary of
the Swiss confederation. FOSSUK and the
Swiss Embassy and Consulates are working on
special celebration programmes. A splendid
opportunity now to come forward.

Addresses of FOSSUK and the Embassy and
Clubs, Societies etc can be found on Page I.

Mariann Meier is a former editor of Swiss Observer and author of
'The Young Traveller in Switzerland' published by Phoenix House

Charles Wander BDS LDS RCS

DENTAL SURGEON
8 Fisher Street

Southampton Row

London WC1

All aspects of dental treatment undertaken

including crown and bridge,

cosmetic and preventive dentistry.

Tel: 071-405 7966
24 Hour Emergency Service Available

JOHN F. KENNEDY

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

3792 Saancn • Gslaod, Switzerland

Employment Opportunities

Small, International, Entjl ish-lanyuaye boaiding
school would like to hear from Swiss nationals
or persons with working permission for Switzerland,
interested in full-time employment from September,
1990. Qualified elementary school teachers for
English-speaking children 6-to 14, or persons
Interested in serving as Housemother or Household
Assistant or Cook should write to:
William Lovell, Director Tel. (030) 4.13.72

SWISS LAWYER
Me M. SCHEURER, Avocat

37 Longmeadow,
Cheadle Hulme

Cheshire SK8 7ER

Tel: 061-485 4388

Now also at...
123 Deansgate

Manchester M3 2BU

Tel: 061-832 3000

SMS
SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

34/35 FITZROY SQUARE
LONDON W1P6BP

TELEPHONE: 01-636 2892

The SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY COLLEGE is beautifully situated in a traffic free
square in Central London between Regents Park and Oxford Street.
We have been teaching English to Swiss people since 1923.
We can offer:
* Intensive English tuition daily at all levels
* Late afternoon and evening classes
* Business English
+ Translation (English - German, French, Italian)
* SMS Diploma (recognised In Switzerland)
* Preparation for Cambridge, BSCC, ARELS and other public

examinations
* Accommodation service
Please write, telephone or come to see us for further information, or send us this'
coupon:

To: SMS COLLEGE, 34/35 FITZROY SQUARE, LONDON W1P6BP
Please send me your prospectus

NAME r.. :

ADDRESS
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