Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 16 (1989)

Heft: 1

Artikel: Column : Switzerland : the future lies in Europe
Autor: Segond, Guy-Olivier

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-906429

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-906429
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

ARBRTNE
Forum

partner based on her history, culture and
economical network. Switzerland wants to
observe her joint responsabilities in and to-
wards Europe. Not becoming an EEC mem-
ber does not mean renouncement of parti-
cipation in the european integration
process. This does not require any funda-
mentally new orientation, it rather renders
possible the consequential continuation of
the pragmatic cooperation with the EEC as
it exists today, which bases itself on a strict
reciprocity of rights and duties. The require-
ments would undoubtedly become stronger,
one reason why Switzerland should con-
tinually improve her ability to remain com-
patible with Europe. This compatibility re-
quires amongst other things an organisation
of its own legal system to conform with the
rest of Europe so that Switzerland’s legal re-
gulations align as closely as possible to those
of her european partners.
The right of codetermination of the EEC
politics, not applicable to third party states,
must be compensated for by a sharper
awareness of possible aims which could ef-
fect national interests, as well as by active
efforts to make contacts and a readiness for
consultation. The Federal Council stresses,
however, that Switzerland must above all
remain constantly so attractive and so vital,
in relation to the EEC european, economi-
cal and competition politics, that she should
always be able to decide for or against an
EEC-entry, should this come about, freely
and calmly.
Raul Lautenschiitz,
NZZ Parliamentary Editor, Berne

Information, programme, tickets:
International Festival of Music

~ 6002 Lucerne (Switzerland)
Telex 868 233
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August 16-September 9, 1989

Column

Switzerland:
The Future lies in Europe

A few months ago the authorities, media and general public
started to realise that the development and the acceleration of
the efforts towards european integration are to have a direct
effect on Switzerland, her inhabitants and business operations.
This impression is accurate.

Since the Treaty of Rome (1957), the European Economic Com-
munity has been developing steadily. Today the EEC has a
political organisation which is laid down in its constitution, the
European Single Act (1986). The Executive is the European
Commission, a sort of european Federal Council. The advisory
bodies are firstly the European Parliament - a kind of National
Council - and the Council of Ministers - a sort of Council of
States. The legal authority is embodied by the European Court of Justice.

These Institutions work out and enforce a common policy in various areas, for example in
agriculture, social welfare, science, transport, development collaboration, the fighting
of terrorism, etc. There is a strengthened economical and social solidarity between the
member states. There exist moreover common priniciples and rules concerning foreign
policy.

The Community produces a common law, which has a comparable relationship to the
individual national laws of the member states, as does Federal Law to Cantonal Law. In
addition the Community has a budget, an administration and a currency unit (the ECU) and
a european passport, which will be issued to all of its 320 million inhabitants.

With the exception of the defence policy - the majority of the Member States belong, how-
ever, to NATO - the Community shows nonetheless many characteristics of the future
United States of Europe.

Bearing this changing reality in mind, there are many voices saying: ‘Switzerland cannot
belong to the EEC’. This is, however, a conclusion which is drawn before real considera-
tions have begun. How can we avoid asking certain questions, when French and German -
who have fought against each other in three wars in the space of 100 years — have funda-
mentally reviewed their relationship and the English have had to reconsider their insularity ?
Today it is quite clear, that the United States of Europe will one day emerge out of the
European Economic Community. Switzerland must become involved with this to ensure
that this European State Federation can be democratic, federalistic, social, having a legal
state, capable of defending itself, of respecting and developing human rights.

Switzerland must become involved, because it is dependent on Europe and the decisions
made by Europe. It must also become involved because it has a lot to contribute fo this
Europe in its construction stage: As a democratic legal state, which bases itself on indi-
vidual freedom, Switzerland has a wide experience in federalism; its negotiation sense and
skills in compromise have allowed Switzerland to form and administer a political house in
which various groups of people, languages, cultures and confessions find their place.
Switzerland is a model for the Europe of tomorrow.

The Europe of today is the Switzerland of 1847: the Europeans of the 20th century are now
in the throes of constructing, on a continental level, what the Confederation realised on a
national level in our country in the 19th century.

Let us then live in the present and look reality in the face! Let us have faith in ourselves and
accept the challenge: Then if Switzerland is our homeland, Europe will be our future.

Guy-Olivier Segond, Mayor of Geneva, National Councillor, President of the Swiss

European Movement
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