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After the Geneva Red Cross Conference

Is the Red Cross dying of politics?

The question has been put by worried commentators after the 25th International Red Cross Conference at
the end of 1986 in Geneva. The cause for concern was the suspension of the South African government
delegation. Dr. Hugo Biitler, Editor-in-Chief of the «Neue Ziircher Zeitung» also comments on the Red

Cross crisis. *

Grounds for concern about the future of the
Red Cross idea have certainly existed since
the Red Cross conference (comprising the
national societies, the League, the ICRC
and the signatory states of the Geneva
Convention) met in Geneva and voted (il-
legally, according to expert interpretation of
the Red Cross statutes) to throw out the
South African government representatives
at the conference. With this step, the huma-
nitarian movement set in motion by Henry
Dunant, baldly and for the first time
sacrificed its central idea of impartial aid to
the victims of wars, crises and disasters, to a
political action. The black Africans, sup-
ported in the matter by the East bloc states
and together with delegates from other
third-world countries, placed protest
against the unacceptable apartheid regime
in South Alrica over and above practical
help and protection for its black victims.

*Shortened version of leading article in the
«Neue Ziircher Zeitung» of November 1-2,
1986.

The ICRC distributing frijoles, the basic food of the people of El Salvador.

The Botha government, whose representa-
tive in Geneva did not even get leave to
speak on the suspension decision, reacted
promptly and ordered the representatives of
the ICRC (International Committee of the
Red Cross) in South Africa, some twenty in
all, to leave the country.

The practical consequences of this expulsion
were, first, that the 300 black prisoners in
the apartheid state who were being visited
regularly in their prisons by the ICRC of-
ficials were deprived of this protection and,
second, that the tens of thousands of refu-
gees from Mozambique who fled over the
border into South Africa were also no
longer being cared for.

Thus, in the event, the victims of internal
conflicts are also victims of a politicization
of the Red Cross. The hypocritical, even
cynical, overtones of the Geneva
conference’s decision, which was reached as
a result of the Kenya government repre-
sentative’s motion, cannot therefore be dis-
regarded; it was already apparent from the
attitude of the front-line states on the sub-
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ject of sanctions. We must not forget that
for any understanding whatsoever of the
motives of the delegates at Geneva we have
of course to take into account that in their
decision they pleaded a human rights prin-
ciple, namely racial equality. All the more,
then, does it leap to the eye that a political
decision such as was reached at the Geneva
conference is in no way compatible with the
Red Cross concept.

Whoever has committed himself (or herself)
to his fellow beings must also refrain from
trying to change the world politically, let
alone to improve it. The victims of wars and
civil strife cannot be helped by those who
first call for the prohibition and abolition of
armed force and intolerance in the world
and then simply sit down and wait. The
Good Samaritan cannot, must not, get in-
volved in the motives of the conflicting par-
ties but has to succour the wounded and
those in danger always, everywhere, and im-
mediately - in whatever circumstances he
encounters them. That is why the Red Cross
idea is intrinsically bound up with the
concept of political neutrality and, without
it, cannot be upheld or realized. To this ex-
tent, therefore, the expulsion of out-of-fav-
our South Africa from the Geneva con-
ference must be seen as nothing less than a
serious threat to the apolitical basic idea of
the Red Cross as well as to its claim to uni-
versality of action. If one were to apply
moral criteria of this kind to all the
conference states, then the number of those
taking part in the future would be drastic-
ally reduced.

Can the damage caused be contained and,
with the time, repaired? Or will there now
follow, bit by bit, in the Red Cross too, the
nauseating spectacle of the expulsion
process against the pariahs of weltpolitik?
The next is the likely danger of a new
blowup in the tug-of-war over the ratifica-
tion of the Geneva additional protocols of
1977, which was intended to be speeded up
by the conference. Like a few European
states, the Reagan administration has given
notice of reservations against texts which in
its eyes appear as legitimizing guerilla fight-
ers and terrorists.
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However, there are also grounds for hoping
that the ban on the South African govern-
ment delegation - the South African nation-
al Red Cross society was spared - remains a
special case and need not necessarily be re-
garded as a precedent in the UNO style.
After its offence against the apolitical im-
partiality of the Red Cross, the Geneva
conference passed the revision of the
statutes without any rows and, in so doing,
definitively laid down the basic law of the
Red Cross movement in a sense that to a
large extent corresponds to the intentions of
the International Committee of the Red
Cross. Moreover, South Africa remains a
partner-state of the Geneva Convention
with its own recognized Red Cross society.

will long still not be understood all over the
world. The serious setback in Geneva has
made this drastically clear. It could well gen-
erate resignation and lead to the prejudicing
of goodwill on the part of government
financial sponsors and private donors. Yet
one should not bow to the challenge by be-
coming discouraged. The real challenge
consists in helping Dunants’s idea to come
into its own, despite everything, through the
humanitarian act and through work of con-
viction - and this in a world which is politi-
cally as well as morally fissured and which
by no means holds, throughout, to Eu-
ropean values and conceptions of justice.
This is the challenge which will remain the
duty and task of Swiss diplomacy for de-
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YCEUM ALPINUM International Boarding School for

Boys from 10 to 19 years

Primary School forms 5 and 6

Upper school departments (Gram-

mar School) types A, B, C, D, E

with Matriculation

Commercial School with Diploma
All final examinations are federally recognised; they are
held at the school. The German Abitur is available.
Teaching language German. Excellent sports facilities.

Information and Brochure can be obtained from the
Rektorat: Dr.G. A. Bezzola-de Meuron,
CH-7524 Zuoz 8, Engadine, Tel. 082 701 11

Ideal study combination for a successful career:

Intensive Language studies and Hotel and Tourism in Switzerland

In our boarding school we have been preparing girls of 15-24 years for recognised language diplomas in English, French
and German since 1950. At the same time we offer a Hotel course up to Management Assistant, taught in German (offi-
cial school language). Our further aims: broadening of interests, general culture, Savoir-vivre, Etiquette, History of Cul-
ture, development of personality and self-confidence. Careful supervision. Best references.

Summer language courses in July

Institut Sunny Dale - Villa Unspunnen, Fam. Dr. Gaugler i <
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Leitung: Natalie und Armin Liithi-Peterson.

Schweizerische Alpine Mittelschule Davos

- Internat fiir Knaben und Madchen von 12 bis 19 Jahren.

- Gymnasium (Typen A, B, C, E) mit eidg. anerkannter
Maturitat.

- Handelsmittelschule (BIGA-anerkannt).

Sommer- und Wintersport.

Auskiinfte erteilt: Rektor Dr. E. Bolliger

Telefon 083 352 36
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Alpines lnstitut Kal’ldersteg Berner Oberland 1200 m . M.

Internat mit kleiner Schiilerzahl fir Knaben und Madchen von 10-16 Jahren,
familiar gefiihrt.

Primar- und Sekundarschule
Spezial-Deutschkurse fr fremdsprachige Kinder
S Ferienspr Juni/Juli/August
Winter-Ferienkurse mit Sprachunterricht

Sommer- und Wintersportmdglichkeiten.

Schul- und Internatsleitung: Dr. J. Zliger, Telefon 033 7514 74
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A I G LON Switzerland, The British International Boarding School
260 boys and girls (11-18)

G.C.S.E. and Oxford ‘A" Levels; American College Board
University preparation: U.K., U.S., Canada, Europe
Sports, skiing, adventure training

Summer courses with tuition in English and French
Scholarships and Bursaries for well qualified applicants
Apply to: The Headmaster, Philip L. Parsons, M. A.(Cantab.).

Aiglon College, 1885 Chesiéres, Switzerland

Tel.: (025) 3527 21, TIx: 446211 ACOL CH

JOHN F. KENNEDY
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Saanen-Gstaad
A unique international school for children 6-13 years. Sound preparation for Eng-
lish-language secondary schools. Small classes, family atmosphere, superb alpine
location. French, skiing, sports, excursions.
Summer camp July-August
Write : William Lovell, Director
CH-3792 Saanen, Switzerland, Telephone (030) 41372

INSTITUT MONTANA
ZUGERBERG

Leitung: Dr.K. Storchenegger
6316 Zugerberg, Telefon 042 2117 22

1000 Meter iber Meer

Internationale Schule

fiilr S6hne ab 10 Jahren

Schweizer Sektion:

Primarschule Klassen 4-6

Gymnasium und Wirtschaftsdiplomschule
Eidgendssisch anerkannte Diplom- und
Maturitatsprifungen im Institut
Ferienkurse: Juli-August

American School: 5th-12th Grade
Scuola italiana, Nederlandse Sectie
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