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Conference on East-West «personal» contacts

American veto in Berne
After six weeks' work, the Berne meeting on human contacts
between East and West, organized as part of the Conference on Security

and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE), ended during the last week
of May without agreement of the final document. It was not the
opposition of the East European countries which resulted in the
failure to accept the agreed draft statement, but in fact a last-
minute American veto. This agreed statement was a joint proposal
of neutral and non-aligned states; Switzerland, which had
contributed largely to drafting it, could not hide its disappointment.

In getting the Soviet Union to
come to Berne to talk about
«personal contacts» (already a

success in itself), the countries of the
West wished above all to reaffirm
that détente without a «human
face» is an imposture. They came
to the Swiss capital first as
accusers, to show evidence,
supported by examples, that the Iron
Curtain still exists, but they also
came as pleaders for the lifting of
restrictions on freedom of movement

between East and West of
persons in those cases where
even the most narrow-minded of
bureaucrats admit that there are
limits to pettiness and absurdity.

Slow progress...
Progress, if any, in this area is
slow and hardly spectacular. In

this respect, the «Helsinki
process» (the aims stated at the
1975 CSCE in Finland) on security
and co-operation in Europe which
is binding on all European states
(except Albania) as well as on the
United States and Canada, did not
bring about the great thaw which
some had hoped for. Besides,
experience has shown that it is very
difficult, even impossible, to
induce Moscow to enter into new
commitments which go beyond
the Helsinki process, now eleven
years old. At the Madrid CSCE
review conference (a 1983 follow-
up to Helsinki) it took three years
before the Russians could be
persuaded, for example, that, henceforth,

requests for reunions of

families divided by political
frontiers be dealt with «within a

period of six months, as a general
rule» and not merely «in a positive
and humane spirit».
It follows that before the start of
the Berne conference no one had

many illusions about the chances

however, that the Soviets and
most of the other communist
states were apparently prepared
not only to settle several of such
cases on a friendly basis (Switzerland

cleared 20 or so of them out
of a total of 36, in Berne) but also
to clarify the «humanitarian»
clauses of the Helsinki process
and of the Madrid accord, in order
to render them more enforceable.
True, the concessions granted by
the East were by no means
revolutionary. And on the last day of
the Berne conference, a charter
which would proclaim the
freedom of everyone to leave their
native countries when they
wanted to, and to go where they
wished, was still a distant goal.
None the less, the USSR gave
way on some important points:

of achieving tangible results. At
best, some indulged the hope that
this meeting might contribute
towards solving some particularly
dramatic cases of East Europeans
who have been trying for months,
years even, to travel to the West
or to have members of their
families join them in their new
homes in the West.

...But progress in spite of
everything
Very quickly - and to the
astonishment of all - it was realized,

Usefull contacts at
the Berne CSCE

meeting:
Swiss Secretary of
State Edouard
Brunner talking to
the American
delegate Michael Novak
(left) and his Soviet
colleague Yuri
Kachlev (right).
(Photo: Trachsel)

• It undertook to publish the in¬

credible tissue of administrative

regulations which make it
so difficult for Soviet citizens
to travel.

• It promised henceforth to
examine «immediately» visa
requests of a «humanitarian
urgency» nature.

• It agreed to acknowledge, in an
international document, that it
violated the postal and
telephone secrecy guaranteed to
its citizens.

22



A long-winded process
In all, it was possible to see, if not
progress, at least a wish not to
burn bridges. It was not very
much. But in the present climate
of East-West relations, it was
something. And instead of
discouraging its allies and best
friends, the Americans should
have been able to understand
this.

We know the rest: on the last
day of the Berne conference the
State Department forbade the US
delegation to go along with the
compromise text agreed
unanimously a few hours previously by
the representatives of the 35
governments which participated
(including the American
representative). It was this gesture
which caused the disappointment

of most of America's allies and
best friends, even in Switzerland.
In adopting a hard line vis-à-vis
the Russians, the Americans were
no doubt right; but in the humanitarian

sphere a policy of all or
nothing does not always benefit
those it claims to be helping. •

Michel Walter,
Swiss Radio International

Ausbildung in Schweizer Privatschulen
Education dans les écoles privées de Suisse

Si

,YCEUM ALPINUM

zuoz
International Boarding School for
Boys from 10 to 19 years

Primary School forms 5 and 6

Upper school departments (Grammar

School) types A, B, C, D, E with
Matriculation

Commercial School with Diploma

All final examinations are federally recognised; they are held at the
school. The German Abitur is available.

Teaching language German. Excellent sports facilities.

Information and Brochure can be obtained from the Rektorat:
Dr.G. A. Bezzola-de Meuron,
CH-7524Zuoz 8, Engadine, Tel. 082/701 11

Bewährte Mittelschule mit
Internat für Knaben und
Mädchen von 13-20 Jahren

Gymnasium Typus A, B, C, D (7.-13. Schuljahr).
Lehrerseminar. 3 Jahre Unterseminar und 2 Jahre Oberseminar
(10.-14. Schuljahr).
Eidgenössisch und kantonal anerkannte eigene Abschlussprüfungen.
Interne Schülerberatung - individuelle Betreuung - geregelte Studienzeiten.

Eintrittserleichterungen für Auslandschweizer. Besorgung der
persönlichen Wäsche in der Schule auf Wunsch möglich. Schuljahresbeginn

7. Schuljahr Mitte August; höhere Klassen Mitte Mai. Anmeldefrist
Ende Februar bzw. Ende April für Schüler des 7. Schuljahres.

Aufnahmeprüfungen zweite Hälfte März bzw. erste Hälfte Juni. Ausführliche

Unterlagen durch das Sekretariat.
Weitere Beratung durch den Direktor, Pfr. Dr. J. Flury.
Telefon 081 53 11 91 - Postfach 7220 Schiers

Education and sunshine in the Engadine <1720 m a.s.i.)
Boarding and Regional School for boys and girls from 13 years: • Lower Level
Sch. • Grammar Sch. with emphasis on Economics • Commercial Sch. • Lower
Secondary Sch. • Educational and Vocational Guidance Course • German Course t

State-approved diploma examinations

Please contact
E.M.S., CH-7503 Samedan,
Phone 082/65851. Dr. H.Schmid, Pricipal

Alpines Institut Kandersteg Berner Oberland 1200 m ü. M.
Internat mit kleiner Schülerzahl für Knaben und Mädchen von
10-16 Jahren, familiär geführt.
Primär- und Sekundärschule staatl. anerkannt
Spezial-Deutschkurse für fremdsprachige Kinder
Sommer-Feriensprachkurse Juni/Juli /August
Winter-Ferienkurse mit Sprachunterricht
Sommer- und Wintersportmöglichkeiten.
Schul- und Internatsleitung: Dr. J. Züger, Telefon 033 751474

Ecole d'Humanité 6085 Hasliberg Goldern
Gemeinnützige Genossenschaft; Telefon 036 711515; B.O., 1050m ü.M.
Internat: familiäre Kleingruppen, Knaben und Mädchen, Primär-, Sekundär-,
Realschule, Gymnasium. Flexible Kursorganisation (Fähigkeitsgruppen, nicht
Jahrgangsklassen) ermöglicht u.a. Umschulung auf Schweizerische
Schulverhältnisse.

English-speaking school system: CEEB and GCE preparation
Gründer: Paul und Edith Geheeb. 150 Schüler, 34 Lehrer. Leitung: Natalie und
Armin Lüthi-Peterson.

Ideal study combination for a successful career:

Hotel and Tourism Training and intensive Language Studies in Switzerland
In our boarding school we have been preparing pupils of 14-24 years for recognised language
diplomas (German, French, English) since 1950. At the same time we offer a Hotel course up to
Management Assistant taught in German (official language). A lively multilingual atmosphere
dominates in our international school community. Best references.
Summer language courses in July.

Institut Sunny Dale - Villa Unspunnen, Fam. Dr. Gaugler
3812 Interlaken/Switzerland, Phone 036 221718, Telex 923173

INSTITUT MONTANA

ZUGERBERG
Leitung: Dr. K. Storchenegger
6316 Zugerberg, Telefon 042 21 17 22

1000 Meter über Meer

Internationale Schule
für Söhne ab 10 Jahren
Schweizer Sektion:
Primarschule Klassen 4-6
Gymnasium und Wirtschaftsdiplomschule
Eidgenössisch anerkannte Diplom- und
Maturitätsprüfungen im Institut
Ferienkurse: Juli-August
American School: 5th-12th Grade
Scuola italiana, Nederlandse Sectie
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