Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 11 (1984)

Heft: 2

Inhaltsverzeichnis

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 31.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Contents

Life with the «Magic Formula» 3

The returns of the federal voting
of february 26th 4

Ernest Ansermet:
biographical sketch

Sarajevo 1984 7
Great days for swiss skiing
Official Communications:

— Education and Training for
Young Swiss from Abroad 9

— The Conversion Rate for
determining income and

capital in Swiss francs 11
- Solidarity Fund 11
Local News 12-16

Communications of the Secre-
tariat of the Swiss Abroad:

- Swiss National Day Collection
1984 in favour of the

Swiss Abroad 17
- Happy Birthday, Mariann
Meier! 18

— Thinking of sending your
children to a school
in Switzerland? 19

Book corner 21

Corporations
Real Estate

@® Consulting in financial, legal and
tax matters
® Representation

Treuhand Sven Miiller

Birkenrain 4

CH-8634 Hombrechtikon-Zurich

Tel. 055/42 21 21, Telex 87 50 89 sven ch

Please send me information
on your services.

Name:

Address:

Life with the «Magic Formula»

Oskar Reck was born in 1920 and spent
his childhood in the Canton of Aargau. He
studied in Zurich (Journalists’ Training
College of the University) and Geneva and
Berne (political economy).

Since the end of the Second World War,
Oskar Reck has been a journalist. He was
editor-in-chief of the «Thurgauer Zeitung»
and later of the «Basler Nachrichten». He
was a member of the federal commission
of experts for total conception of the
media and is at present president of the in-
dependent complaints body for radio and
television. For ten years, he was a member
of the Thurgau Parliament and Central Pre-
sident of the New Helvetic Society from
1964 to 1969.

Has Switzerland, whose exi-
stence nobody doubts and which
is still in a comfortable economic
and social position, remained an
Elysium? Foreign observers are in-
clined to agree. There is little of
excitement to report from Swit-
zerland, possibly the banking
secrecy or contested chemical
products. In our own media, one
gets excited mostly about matters
of minor importance, for it is only
exceptionally that there is some-
thing to report which is above
average.

Yet this picture of calm is decep-
tive. For it is the result of our
scant readiness to follow the so-
cial and political developments
when they undergo only in-
conspicious change. Switzerland
is neither an immovable country
nor does it offer the slightest gua-
rantee for continued well-being.
Within just a few years, we ask
ourselves with amazement why
we never noticed the many signs
of recognizable change. The ans-
wer is simply because we did not
want to see them.

When, three years ago, the Zurich
youth disturbances calmed down
as if they had only been a nasty
phantom, we had nothing more
urgent to do than to return to

normal. Yet it was obvious that
under the calm Swiss surface, a
very alarming state of the country
was hidden. The same can still be
said of the Social Democratic
Party Conference last February.
Its theme was whether this se-
cond-largest party - after the
Radical Liberals — should remain
in the Government or leave it.
Once it was decided to continue
the present practice, the media
immediately lost all interest and
nothingmore importantseemedin-
dicated than to return immediate-
ly to Helvetic everyday life. That is
where one was again amongst
the like-minded with regard to
theimportance of problems.

It is a fact that a quarter of a cen-
tury under the «magic formula» is
unequalled in any country’s
political life. No other democracy
shows so much practical con-
tinuity. But we should not pretend
that the Ruetli Oath was re-en-
acted in 1959, and that, in 1984,
Social Democratism had done
nothing short of saving Switzer-
land from disaster just in time.
The «magic formula» had nothing
to do with a miracle when it was
introduced. It was simply time to
include the Social Democrats in
the Government, up to then only
«buergerlich». In the middle of
economic boom and development
of the welfare state, this was the
simple consequence of political
development. The result was not
a coalition on a foreign model nor
a solid governmental alliance.
Each party was free to decide on
any political matter according to
its own conscience.

Since 1959, this practice has
simply been continued, for it is
not in the federalist character of
Switzerland to engage in the
politics of majority and Opposi-
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