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In the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) one but gradually became aware of the fact that the Zurich medieval city walls would not be able to
resist the new guns should the war have spread to Switzerland. It took decades until the construction of ramparts outside the city was
begun. In 1642, shortly before the start of the construction work, Matthias Merian portrayed Zurich: apart from the road to Wollishofen and

the strong Tiefenturm, nothing was yet to be seen of the future Paradeplatz.
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